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President’s Letter 
 

Happy Fall! 
 

As this letter reaches you, many Lake Ada residents will 
have closed their seasonal cabins, others are pulling in 
their docks for the winter. All of us mark the end of another 
great summer. 

 

This year, our family celebrated 50 years at the lake. They started off with very 
basic cabins on rented land; 50 years later, we couldn’t imagine summers 
without our twilight cruises, catching frogs, and expeditions to Little Ada.  
 

We love the fact that time moves slowly at Ada and the seasons progress 
without substantial changes to the beautiful lake we love so well. While they 
may not be visible to some, many of the things we love at Lake Ada are 
supported by the efforts of volunteers: channel and hazard markers, protection 
of loon habitats, educational events, recycling of electronics, water clarity 
readings, even the Dockpost itself. 
 

Thank you to the many people who help out with the above activities, both as 
part of the Lake Association board and one-time volunteers who want to give a 
little time to maintain our lake’s quality and character. We appreciate you! 
 

Don’t take Lake Ada for granted! If you care about the lake, consider joining 

the Lake Association and think about volunteering your time to keep the lake 
as great in the future as it is today. Some issues on the horizon are invasive 
species (Eurasian Water Milfoil, zebra mussels), maintenance of water quality 
and other issues. Your commitment means a lot to us all.  
 

If you do want to get involved, drop me a line at olsonxmas@yahoo.com or by 

phone at 952.250.2029.  Thanks in advance for your commitment and support! 
 

See you at the lake, 
Joan Grathwol Olson 
President 
Ada Lake Association 
 

P.S. Are you on Facebook? If so, “like” Lake Ada to stay in touch with other 
residents and to post photos of the lake we love! 
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Extra-special colors expected this season – see article 
within  
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2010 Minnesota CLMP Report  

 

Jon Hansen 
 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency recently released it’s  Report on the 
Transparency of Minnesota Lakes, using data collected June through 
September, 2010.  Secchi transparency provides an indirect measure of the 
amount of algae in a water body, and the data is a basis for assessing water 
quality, estimations of trophic status and documentation of water quality trends 
over time.  Water clarity is a simple but effective method of monitoring a lake's 
water quality. 
 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Citizen’s Lake Monitoring Program 
(CLMP) began in 1973 at the University of Minnesota, with the monitoring of 74 Minnesota lakes.  During the 
summer of 2010, 1,221 CLMP volunteers monitored 1.856 sites on 1,204 lakes; 83 in Cass County. 
 

Minnesota lakes were categorized by transparency:  4% were rated poor, 10% fair, 12% good, 40% very good 
and 34% excellent.  “Poor” represented the most nutrient rich lakes (hypereutrophic), while “excellent” 
referred to the least nutrient rich (mesotrophic and oligotrophic).  Within our Northern Lakes & Forests 
ecoregion the percentages were somewhat higher:  50% excellent, 35% very good, 13% good, 2% fair and 
0% poor.  Lake Ada is in the “excellent” category and falls just below the line between mesotrophic and 
oligotrophic. 
 

During the 2010 monitoring season the three clearest lakes in Cass County were (#1) Hunter Lake (near 
Woman) with a seasonal mean of 24.5 ft and a maximum reading of 27.9;   (#2) Sand Lake (near Blackwater) 
23.6 mean and 27.6 max and (#3) Portage Lake (near Ten mile) 23.6 mean and 24.9 max.  Minnesota’s 
clearest lake was Sabin Lake, St. Louis County, with a seasonal average of 56.3 ft and a maximum reading of 
65.0 ft. 
 

Three Minnesota lakes recorded summer means of over 30 ft, while four others managed only 6 inches or 
less.  Lake Superior averages between 65 and 75 ft, with a chilly average temperature of only 40 degrees.  
 

Lake Ada recorded a 2010 main lake mean of 14.8 ft with a maximum reading of 18 ft, while t he north bay 
recorded a 15.1 ft mean and an 18.5 ft max.  Hand Lake, our immediate upstream neighbor, posted a 15 ft 

mean and a 16.1 ft max. 
 

Lake Ada’s main lake seasonal means for the past five years were: 2009, 13.7;  2008, 15.4;  2007, 15.4;  
2006, 12.7  and 2005, 13.3.   Lake Ada’s long-term mean is 13.52 ft. 
 

Other area 2010 means were Birch, 13.3;  Black Water, 14.6;  Hattie, 9.0;  Island, 19.0;  Norway, 7.6;  Pine 
Mountain, 8.6;  Ponto, 17.8;  Woman, 16.3 and Whitefish, 13.5. 
 
 

Respectful Lakefront Behavior 

 

This year the Association received a number of complaints concerning 
unruly, thoughtless, dangerous or unlawful behavior on the water and at the 
lakefront.  While the Association is not a policing organization and has no 
legal authority to address such actions, we will not hesitate to forward 
complaints to the proper agencies. 

 

Most complaints should be addressed directly to the proper jurisdictions, either the area DNR Conservation 
Officer (218-566-3062) or the Cass County Sheriff’s Office (1-800-450-2677). 
 

Of the offensive actions brought to the Association’s attention this summer, most involved little more than 

thoughtlessness.  We are a lakefront community, here to enjoy the water - please be a respectful, courteous 
neighbor. 
 



•REDUCE • REUSE • RECYCLE • REDUCE • REUSE • RECYCLE• 

 

Dave Sohn 
 

The lake area electronics drop-off day was held 

on Saturday, August 18. The two sites were Harriet Corner and 
Back Forty. The lake associations from Ada, Hattie and Ponto 
Lake were in involved in the collections of 231 old electronics 
items from the area residents’ for their route to be recycled.  
  

The items were delivered the items to the Cass County, Pine 
River Transfer Station and in turn are shipped to a reclaiming 
center in Wisconsin, who then reclaims precious metals, 
plastics and other items for reuse. 
  

We hope that this project will make our lake area cleaner and a 
safer place in years to come. 
 

Many thanks to Al and Jerry Anderson, Merle Weaver, Bill 
Dobson, Don Catchpool, the Ponto crew and Mike Rother for 
the use of his trailer.  
 

Did You Know: there is no charge to Cass County residents to 
drop them off at the Pine River Transfer Station (2 miles north 

of Pine River on Hwy 371) 
● One appliance per month 
● Four (4) tires per month 
● Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) is accepted 
● Used motor oil and used oil filters may be dropped 

● Household E-Waste (Electronic) 
● Item to donate - If you have appliances or furniture that you 

no longer want that are in good usable condition bring 
them to the County transfer. 

 

Brown Recycle Bins – Located at Harriet Corner and Ponto 
Township Hall 
● Bin #1 – Glass Only 
● Bins # 2 & 3 – Aluminum Cans, Steel Cans & Plastics 

● Bin # 4 – Paper and Cardboard 
 

BE RESPONSIBLE NO GARBAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2012 Ada Lake Association Calendar  

May 26   Board Meeting      9:00 am Bormann’s 
June 9 Annual Business Meeting 10:00 am Ponto Lake Township Hall 
July 14  Board Meeting      9:00 am Bork’s 
July 28 Annual Membership Meeting & Picnic 4:00 pm TBD 
Sept 1 Board Meeting        9:00 am Weaver’s 

 

Conservationist’s Corner 

 

A shoreland buffer strip with lakeside berm can trap and hold as 
much as 90% of stormwater runoff 
 

Questions answered at: www.d.umn.edu/~seawww/quick/ns.html 



2011 Loon and Non-Game Report 

 

Jon Hansen 
Photos by Karen Benjamin 
 

Again in 2011, three loon nesting platforms were placed on Lake Ada immediately following spring ice-out 
(April 25). One platform was placed in the south bay, one in the North Bay and one in Little Ada. Two of the 
platforms were accompanied by “Loon Nesting Area” warning markers.  
 

Loon pairs began inspecting the nesting platforms within days of installation and the first observed egg 
appeared on May 12. Loons nested on all three platforms as well as on a natural nest at the island. 
 

All appeared to be proceeding normally until mid-
May when swarms of black flies appeared. Black 

flies (also known as gnats or buffalo gnats) are 
nothing new to Minnesotans, there being some 30 
species occurring in the state. Adults are small 
(1/16 inch), stout, dark colored, with a humpbacked 
appearance. They have broad wings, short legs, 
and are relatively hairless. Some bite, but most are 
mainly nuisance bugs that fly around our heads and 
annoy us. One type, however, is different, and it 
appeared this spring in large numbers: the simulium 
euryadminiculum. All black flies appear in early 
spring as soon as ice melts from around flowing 

waters where they lay their eggs. While both male 
and female black flies feed on nectar for flight 
energy, females also bite animals (and us) to get blood. The female fly cuts a shallow well in skin and as 
blood seeps into the wound the fly laps it up. The thing that differentiates simulium euryadminiculum from 
other black flies is the females are extremely specialized and feed exclusively on loon blood. When swarms of 
these flies attack, they can drive a loon off its nest. In severe cases, they can actually kill a loon. By diving, the 
loon rids itself of flies but in the process leaves its eggs unincubated.  One observed loon was able to remain 
on its nest for less than a minute at a time. After a few days of this, the eggs are no longer warm enough to 
survive. Fortunately, black flies produce only one generation each year and the adults live only a few weeks.  
No one is quite sure why they were so numerous this year; some speculate it may have been related to high 
water levels. Whatever the reason, their yearly life cycle coincided with loon nesting.  

 

When the loon-biting flies began to disappear, the 
DNR suggested a re-nesting might be possible, and 
we should remove the dead eggs from the nests. This 
was done, and within days all three nests were back in 
action! One loon pair, however, apparently decided 

enough was enough, and built their own nest in a 
different location. All three observed pairs laid more 
eggs, and on June 25 the first chick appeared. In short 
order we had six babies: two in the north bay, two in 
the south bay, one in Little Ada and one from the 
island nest. By July 11 all platforms and buoys had 
been removed; one month later than normal.  
 

When we realized all six chicks had survived the July 
4th holidays, everyone was happy and hopeful we 
might actually have six survivors make it through to 

fall. On July 17 we still counted six chicks, but by July 22, two were missing, likely fallen prey to eagles, big 
fish, turtles or some other predator. At the time of this writing, four chicks were still with us and appeared to be 
healthy and growing rapidly. Since all 2011 chicks were hatched at least two weeks later than normal we will 
hope for a late fall. 
 



So far during 2011, 22 adult loons, including six pairs, 
were observed on a regular basis. The average adult 
loon count was 20. The maximum number observed 
on the lake at one time was 25 and the largest 
“gathering” was 14. On September 1, 18 adults and 
four chicks remained on the lake. 
 

Many Minnesota loons winter in the Gulf, so the MN 
DNR is concerned about survival numbers following 
the Gulf oil spill. Since yearling loons spend two, 
three, or even four years in the Gulf before returning 
to MN, it will be some time before accurate counts can 

be made. So far, however, Lake Ada’s loon numbers 
are holding steady; our past ten-year average is 18 
and the 2011 average was 20.   
 

In addition to loons, two pairs of bald eagles nested on Lake Ada, although only one eagle chick was 
observed. No grebes were observed during the 2011 season but one pair of cormorants was observed 
repeatedly. Ospreys were sighted, but no count was attempted. 
 

Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & Marilyn Hansen. Data is forwarded to Minnesota Loon 
Watchers, a Minnesota DNR Non-Game Wildlife Program. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 AdaWear 2012 
 

Doris Montgomery, of our Lake Ada Store , thanks everyone  who purchased 
Lake Ada clothing and other items during the summer season 

 

It is sweatshirt season, so wear what is in style everywhere, everytime: AdaWear! 
 

We have Toddler, Youth, Juniors  and Adult  T-Shirts  and sweatshirts, Adult ½ zip sweatshirts, Adult  
sweatshirts size xsmall to 2x, coffee cups, thermal cups, hats - also check out the bargain tote! 

 

The store is open and Doris can be reached at 218-947-3217 or at pdmonty@tds.net 

 

 

 
Tax Planning 

The Ada Lake Association is 
a 501(c) 3 Environmental 

Corporation 

Federal ID # 41-1768228 

 

Contributions are tax 

deductible.  

All dues are currently used in 

w ays that do not directly 

benefit members and they 

are all deductible 

contributions. 

Please Pay Your Lake Ada Membership Dues 
 

It is an investment in the future. 



From the Monitoring Station… 

 

Karen Benjamin, water levels - Keith Benjamin, rainfall - Jon Hansen, water transparency (CLMP) 
 

Lake Ada water monitoring began April 25, when the last of the winter ice disappeared. Ice-out was one week 
behind our long-term average of April 18. 
 

Rainfall monitoring began April 30, with the installation of the rain gauge. To date a total of 18.15 inches have 

been recorded; 2.45 above the normal rainfall total of 15.7 inches. 
 

The Lake Ada water level gauge was 
installed May 8 and was calibrated by the 
DNR on May 17. The first official reading 
of 2011, taken May 17, was 1325.19 ft 

MSL, 7.08 inches above the outlet dam. 
Water levels started high and remained so 
into August. The highest reading of the 
season, 1325.27 ft, was recorded May 23, 
and the lowest to date, September 1, was 
1324.67. Although the water levels graph 
(shown below) indicates the lake was just 
above the dam on Sept 1, DNR calibration 
of the gauge was slightly off this year.  On 
site observation revealed the lake had 
actually reached outlet dam level by mid 

to late August. 
 

Citizen’s Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP) began May 5, with initial clarity readings of 7 ft in the North Bay 
and 13 ft in the main lake. The poor spring transparency recorded in the North Bay was likely a result of 
spring turnover and runoff from the wetland to the east. By early July the transparency readings had stabilized 
in both waterbodies and depths of 16 ft in the North Bay and 18 ft in the main lake had been recorded.  
 

Considering the high water levels and 
above average rainfall experienced during 
spring and early summer, Lake Ada 
remained surprisingly clear. It has long 
been observed that Ada responds to wet 
weather with cloudy water and to dry 

weather with clearer water, yet, despite 
surface runoff from unprotected 
shorelands, the average main lake CLMP 
reading taken September 1, was 14.8 ft, 
slightly above the ten-year average of 
14.5. It should be noted that during the 
2011 monitoring season the best recorded 
reading was 18 ft. 
 

The MPCA’s Secchi Transparency Trend 
Summary stated, “The median 
transparency at this lake (Lake Ada) from 
1976 to 2010 increased by 0.22 feet per 
decade. Given the variability over these years, this is evidence for a long-term trend. A plausible range for a 
long-term trend is between no trend and an increase of 0.71 feet per decade.” 
 

Although the main lake traditionally begins the season clearer than the North Bay, the bay normally catches 
up by late summer and ends the season as the clearer of the two. The expected change-over is just 
occurring. 
 



 
Lake Ada transparencies and water levels 
are forwarded to the Citizen’s Lake 
Monitoring Program, Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency, and to Lake Level 
Minnesota, a program of the MN 

Department of Natural Resources.  
 
Be sure to check the Lake Ada Website, 
www.minnesotawaters.org/group/ada-
lake-association  for fall water monitoring 
updates. 

 

 

 

 

Association Membership Meeting & Picnic 

 

July 30, 2011 marked the 28th annual Association Membership Meeting 
& Picnic. Although there was rain in the morning, the weather cleared by 
picnic time and the remainder of the day was very nice. Old Point 
Comfort afforded a perfect spot. Fifty-three families, totaling 144 
individuals, attended the event, enjoyed the setting and partook of the 
superb variety of fare set before them. 
 

Following the picnic dinner, 
President Benz conducted 

a brief business meeting during which officers and directors were 
elected for 2012. Officers include Joan Olson, President; Dave 
Sohn, Vice-President; Laura LaBerge, Secretary and Paul Bork, 

Treasurer. Retiring Board member, Keith Benjamin, was honored 
with a plaque acknowledging his fifteen years of service to the 
Association. Dave Sohn also made plaques for former officers 
Doug Dagenais and David Cater. President Benz recognized the 
Old Point Comfort Association for hosting the event, the cooks 
who volunteered to run the grills and the folks who met earlier in 
the day to set up tents and tables. 

 

Pictured above right: 
Keith Benjamin with President Benz 
Pictured left: Merle & Naree Weaver; Susan Squiers, Old Point 
Comfort Association President 
 

The picnic committee is always receptive to ideas about how to make 
our annual event even more attractive to attendees. Please feel free to 
contact any Board member with your suggestions about how we might 
improve our picnic. 
   
Thanks to outgoing President Kathleen Benz, new President Joan 
Olson, hosts Merle & Naree Weaver and the Old Point Comfort 

Association, the Ada Association Board of Directors, the chefs, 
everyone who brought food to share and all the folks who helped with 
preparation and cleanup. It was a great picnic! 
 

 

http://www.minnesotawaters.org/adalake
http://www.minnesotawaters.org/adalake


Lake Learning: Boat Motors and Water Quality 

 

Moriya Rufer 
 

As Minnesotans, we love cruising along the lakes in our watercraft. 
Whether we are heading to our favorite fishing spot, waterskiing, or taking 
a sunset cruise, not much can top the feeling of taking in the fresh lake air.  
 

Yet as the number of motorized boats and size of motors on Minnesota's lakes continues to increase, 
questions arise about the potential effects these boats have on the lake environment. In the last 20 years, 
there has been a 36% increase in the number of registered boats of all types in Minnesota. Moreover, the 

number of motorboats between 16 ft and 26 ft in length increased 118%, while the number of motorboats less 
than 16 feet decreased by 27%. Average horsepower went from 46.1 to 74.5 from 1987-2001 in a DNR 
survey of west central Minnesota. Our boats are becoming larger and faster, which increases the potential to 
effect water quality.  
 

So how do boats affect water quality? The Wisconsin DNR did a study on the effects of motorized watercraft 
on aquatic ecosystems. Boats can affect water quality in a few different aspects. First, they can add metals 
and chemicals to the water column. A certain amount of the fuel that enters into a motor is discharged 
unburned and ends up in the water. Two stroke motors can emit 25-30% of their unburned gas and oil mixture 
into the water. In contrast, four-stroke motors emit 97% less air and water pollution than old two-stroke 
motors. This pollution can affect the pH and dissolved oxygen in the lake, which can influence the type and 
abundance of fish and wildlife.  

Another main impact by motors is churning up the lake 
bottom in shallow areas. This action stirs up the lake 
sediment, re-suspending nutrients (phosphorus) that are at 
the lake's bottom. When these nutrients reach the surface 
of the water where the algae are, they can feed algae and 
cause and algal bloom. This stirring can also decrease the 
water clarity because of additional particles suspended in 
the water column.  
 

So what can you do to protect your lake? 1) Establish no-
wake zones in shallow areas with waterfowl nesting and 
bulrush stands. "Slow no wake" means operation of a 
watercraft at the slowest possible speed necessary to 
maintain steerage, but in no case greater than 5 miles per 
hour. 2) Educate lake users to avoid sensitive areas and 
drive slowly through shallow areas. 3) Upgrade your boat 

motor from an old two-stroke engine to a four-stroke engine. Four-stroke engines use fuel more efficiently, 

produce cleaner exhaust, and run more quietly than traditional two-stroke engines.  
 

To reduce your impact while boating, there are other easy changes in behavior we can all practice. 1) Keep 
your boat property trimmed – an engine in the water makes much less noise and creates less wake; 2) keep 
your engine well-tuned so that it runs more efficiently, pollutes less and is quieter; 3) be respectful to wildlife 
and loons, keeping a distance of at least 200 feet away at all times; 4) consider the size of your boat and 
motor when choosing a lake for recreation – smaller lakes are not appropriate for large boats or engines; 5) 
remember that swimmers, canoeists, kayakers, sailboats and other non-motorized users always have the 
right-of-way. 
 

To read more about the Wisconsin DNR boating impact study visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/fhp/papers/lakes.pdf.  

(So what does all this mean? Each year boats seem to get larger and engines more powerful. If a fast 
moving water ski boat with a 200 hp engine can tear up the lake bottom in 18 feet of water, just think 
what it can do in 6-8 ft! Have fun in deep water and protect the shallows. - J.H.) 
 

Moriya Rufer is the Lakes Monitoring Program Coordinator for RMB Environmental Laboratories in 
Detroit Lakes. ©2007 RMB Environmental Laboratories, Inc. 
 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/fhp/papers/lakes.pdf


 
 

"One acre of forest absorbs six tons of carbon dioxide and puts out 

four tons of oxygen. This is enough to meet the annual needs of 18 
people." 
 

"The net cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is equivalent to ten 
room-size air conditioners operating 20 hours a day." 
 

- U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 
 

 

Annual Business Meeting 
Minutes 
July 23, 2011 
 

Call to Order: President Benz called the 

meeting to order at 9:09 am. She also 

thanked Doris Montgomery for hosting 

the meeting. 

 

Attending: Al Anderson, Kathleen Benz, 
Paul Bork, Jon Hansen, Phil Lilja, Brad 

McDonald, Doris Montgomery, Joan 

Grathw ol Olson, Ron Ubben, 

Al Anderson moved to approve minutes; 

Dave Sohn seconded. Motion passed.  

 

Financial Report: Paul Bork provided 

the Treasurer’s report. As of July 23, 

2011, the Association had total funds of 

$17,012.43. Reserves established for 

buoy maintenance, f ish habitat and 

invasive species emergency total 

$5,974, leaving available funds of 

$11,038.43. The Association has 101 

paid members and 12 pre-paid 

members, slightly ahead of previous 
years. Dave Sohn moved to approve 

the f inancial report. Jon Hansen 

seconded. Motion passed 

 

Water and Loon Report: Jon Hansen 

reported that for w ater clarity, the best 

reading he has taken this summer w as 

18’. As of July 22, the levels w ere 15’ in 

the main lake and 14’ in the North Bay. 

Water levels are still high, still f low ing 

over the dam.  

 

Hansen estimates that by the end of the 

year, the loon counts w ill be dow n by 

perhaps as much as 4-5. He expects an 

average count of 17 or 18, compared to 
the typical 22 - 23. This w ill be reported 

to the DNR, w hich is especially 

interested in loon counts follow ing the 

2010 Gulf oil spill since about half of 

Lake Ada’s loons w inter in the Gulf of 

Mexico region. Six baby loons w ere 

seen earlier in the summer, but the best 

count at this time is four. 

 

Association of Cass County Lakes 

(ACCL) Meeting Report. Dave Sohn 

attended the meeting w hich focused on 

invasive species and w hat lake 

associations can do to prevent the 

spread of these species. For zebra 

mussels, Cass County has purchased 

three decontamination units. Duke 

Broughton w as the speaker, and he 

noted that Conservation Officers from 

the DNR are w orking to make sure that 

the plugs are out of boats w hen they 

leave any lake, particularly lakes that 

contain invasive species. Support for 

these conservation off icers from local 

sheriffs has been disappointing. 
 

The board discussed additional ideas to 

prevent the spread of these species, 

and to pay for the costly controls 

needed once invasive species are 

found. These included having f ishing 

tournament participants pay a portion of 

their fee to support improved w ater 

quality (Another idea w ould be to have 

decontamination unit at each of the 

tournaments. Some lakes have 

provided training to lake association 

volunteers to help identify and monitor 

invasive species.  

 

Correction of Minutes: President Benz 
reported that at the May meeting the 

Board approved contributions of $350 

each for Pine River and Backus First 

Responders. Subsequently, at June 

Annual Business meeting, she had 

incorrectly printed the amounts as $250. 

Al Anderson moved to correct the 

minutes to reflect contributions of $350 

to each organization. Jon Hansen 

seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 

Other Business: Jon Hansen reported 

that the Association has recently 

received complaints concerning unruly, 

thoughtless, dangerous or unlaw ful 
behavior both on the lakeshore and on 

the w ater. While the Association is not a 

policing organization and has no legal 

authority to address such actions, it w ill 

not hesitate to report complaints to the 

proper agencies.  

 

The board discussed appropriate 

recognition for Lake Association off icers 

w ho are retiring from the Board. 

 

All Anderson thanked Dave Sohn for 

organizing the electronics recycling 

event, w hich w as successful again this 

year.  

President Benz thanked the board for 

the opportunity to serve as President of 

the association, and in particular 

thanked Jon Hansen for his assistance 

as Executive Director. 
 

Paul Bork made several suggestions for 

the board to consider for future picnic 

planning, including the possibility of 

door prizes, changes to menu, etc. 

 

Jon Hansen acknow ledged Dave Sohn 

for his w ork on the history of Lake Ada 

and Ponto Lake Tow nship that w as 

published in the Dockpost and on the 

Lake Ada w ebsite. 

 

The group discussed planning for the 

July 30 picnic at Old Point Comfort.  

 

Jon Hansen suggested the board move 
ahead w ith seeking protection for state-

ow ned portions of the lake near Little 

Lake Ada. Any formal action w ould 

need to go through several steps w ith 

tow nship, county and ultimately the 

DNR. Dave Sohn made a motion that 

the Association move ahead w ith 

w orking to protect the state-ow ned land; 

Paul Bork seconded the motion; the 

motion passed. 

 

Al Anderson moved to adjourn. Joan 

Olson seconded. Motion passed. 

Meeting w as adjourned at 11:30 am. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joan Grathw ol Olson 

 



Annual Membership Meeting 
Minutes 
July 30, 2011 
 

President Benz called the meeting to 

order. She thanked the Old Point 

Comfort Association for hosting this 

year’s event. She also thanked the 

volunteers w ho set up the tents and 

tables, as w ell as those w ho tended the 

grills and prepared the hamburgers. 

 

President Benz presented a plaque to 

retiring Board member Keith Benjamin 

acknow ledging f if teen years of service; 

also to David Cater and Doug Dagenais 

in absentia. The w ooden plaques w ere 

made by David Sohn. 
 

Nominated Association off icers and 

directors for 2012 w ere presented and 

elected by unanimous vote. 

 

Off icers and directors for 2012 are: 

Joan Olson, President; David Sohn, 

Vice President; Laura La Berge, 

Secretary; Paul Bork, Treasurer. 

Directors: Al Anderson, Kathleen Benz, 

Stan Bormann, Jon Hansen, David 

Heegaard, Phil Lilja, Brad McDonald, 

Doris Montgomery, Jim Olson, Ron 

Ubben, Merle Weaver. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 
 

Jon Hansen, Acting Secretary 

 
Board Meeting Minutes   
September 3, 2011 
 

Location: Jon Hansen home. In 

attendance: President Joan Olson, Brad 

McDonald, Al Anderson, Phil Lilja, 

Laura LaBerge, Kathleen Benz, Jim 
Olson, Stan Bormann, Merle Weaver, 

Jon Hansen, David Sohn. 

 

The meeting w as opened by our new  

President Joan Olson. Joan is 

committed to eff iciency and hopes to 

keep the meetings to 11/2 hours w ith 

social time afterw ards. She shared her 

perspective on her new  position by 

challenging us to explore how  w e can 

maximize the effectiveness of our 3 

meetings per year. What can, and do 

w e w ant to accomplish? What are the 

major issues facing us, including AIS, 

Sensitive Shoreline designations, 

emerging issues. She challenged us to 

brainstorm other areas and start to think 
about how  other subcommittees of 

interested non-board members might be 

formed and involved. 

 

The Ada Lake Annual Picnic w as a big 

success w ith beautiful w eather and 144 

people in attendance. Thank you to Old 

Point Comfort for donating the location 

and to David Sohn for making the 

beautiful plaques given as gifts to Keith 

Benjamin, David Cater and Doug 

Dagenais. 

 

In Paul Borks absence David Sohn 

gave the f inancial report. It w as 

approved. 
 

Association declining enrollment w as 

discussed and it w as decided that it 

may be a committee issue for the future. 

 

Water and Loon Report: Was approved 

unanimously. Thank you again to Karen 

& Keith Benjamin and Jon Hansen and 

Paul Bork for gathering data and giving 

the reports over the years. 

 

Loon Count: 20 Total is average. 

As of  9/1/2011 w e had 18 adults – 4 

chicks 

CLMP: Best is 18’ in main lake, 15’ in N. 

bay. 
As of 9/1/11 : 14’ in both the main lake 

and N. bay 

Ave. main lake: 14.8’ – 1.5’ above long 

term ave. 

Water level: Just below  dam 

Rainfall: 18.15” Total, 2.45” Above 

normal 

 

Jon Hansen w ill be the Executive 

Director over the w inter. 

 

Discussion: Sensitive Shoreline Study: 

The Resource Protection District option 

for the State Land is moving along. The 

tow nship w ill consider the resolution 

and, if  approved, send it to Cass 

County.  Once it reaches the County w e 

can support it by attending meetings, 

being supportive, and listening. The 

ordinance is on the Cass County w eb 

site. 

 
Board meeting dates for 2012: 

May 26th at Stan Borman’s 

June 9th at Ponto Tow n Hall – Business 

meeting 

July 14th at Paul Bork’s- Picnic planning 

September 1st at Merle Weavers 

 

New  Business: 

Jon Hansen gave notice of retiring from 

the DockPost in September 2012. Much 

thanks goes out to him for all the time 

and w ork that he has put into the 

publication for many years. His shoes 

w ill be hard to f ill. 

 

There is a legislative forum at Northern 
Lights Casino on September 28th- no 

board members present at the meeting 

could attend. Joan w ill put out an e-mail 

to absent members to see if someone 

can go as a representative. 

The meeting w as adjourned. 

 

Laura LaBerge, Secretary 
 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Ada Lake 
Association shall be to maintain 

or improve the living, 
recreational, environmental, 
and ecological conditions of the 
Ada Lake area. 

 
Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of the Association 
is to accomplish the 

organization's mission through 
a spirit of stewardship among 
property owners within the Ada 
Lake watershed. 
 

 

Jon Hansen is retiring from his position as co-editor of the DockPost. 
 

Jon has done a fantastic job of contributing timely and pertinent articles critical to the health of Lake 
Ada, collected from other sources as well as written himself. He is truly an icon of Lake Ada, his heart 
and soul delivering all they can in best interests of our wonderful lake. 
 

We will miss his involvement with the newsletter, but we are pleased that he will still carry on with the 
many, many other tasks he performs to Preserve and Protect Lake Ada. 



DNR Predicts Best 

Fall Color Season in 

10 Years 

 
Minnesotans are encouraged to 
keep the camera batteries 
charged and to not put the tent 
or the picnic basket away just 
yet, because the upcoming fall 
color season could be the best it 
has been in 10 years, according 
to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR). 
 
“With adequate rain during the 
growing season for two 
consecutive years and recent 
weather patterns that have 
included the ideal combination of 
warm, sunny days and cool 
evenings, we’re predicting an 
especially vivid display of color 
across the state in the weeks 
ahead,” said Jana Albers, DNR 
forest health specialist. 
 
Wondering when and where to 
schedule weekend getaways to 
catch the colors as they peak? 
Visit the DNR website for fall 
color reports provided by staff at 
Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas from across the 

state. Starting this week, reports 
will include percent of color 
change, peak color projections, 
flowers and grasses in bloom, 
and three state parks considered 
“hot picks” of the week. The 
reports are updated by noon 
every Thursday. 
 
Thanks to a mobile website 
developed by the DNR last year, 
fall color information also can be 
accessed from mobile phones. 
Android and iPhone (also iPod 
Touch and iPad) smart phones 
are both supported. People can 
also use any WebKit-based 
browser (Chrome or Safari) to 
view the website, which features 
real-time access to fall color 
reports and integration with 
Google maps. Colors typically 
peak between mid-September 
and early October in the 
northern third of Minnesota, 
between late September and 
early October in the central third, 
and between late September 
and mid-October in the southern 
third (which includes the Twin 
Cities). 
 
Many Minnesota state parks 
have planned programs and 
special events to coincide with 

peak color projections in their 
area. 
 
For more information about 
these and many other free 
programs and special events, 
visit the online calendar or call 
the DNR Information Center at 
651-296-6157 or toll-free 888-
646-6367 between 8 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 
 
State park visitors are invited to 
upload their photos to the DNR’s 
fall color website. 
 
A vehicle permit is required for 
entrance to Minnesota state 
parks and recreation areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ada Lake Association Board of Directors  

Name  Office      

Joan Olson President     

David Sohn Vice President     

Paul Bork Treasurer     

Laura LaBerge Secretary      

Jon Hansen Ex. Director     

Al Anderson Director     

Stan Bormann Director     

David Heegaard Director     

Brad McDonald   Director     

Phil Lilja  Director     

Doris Montgomery Director     

Jim Olson Director     

Ron Ubben       Director     

Merle Weaver Director & 

Tow nship Rep 

    

 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fall_colors/index.html
http://mndnr.gov/fall_colors/mobile
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/events/index.html?keywords=stpk&month=9&year=2011
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/site_tools/photo_upload/index.html?tags=fall+colors


 

 

 

 

 

 


