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Our goal is to 
preseve and protect 

our lake 
for generations 

to come!

N E W S L E T T E R

What is so rare as a day in June?  I hope you are all enjoying the beautiful 
summer.  In my "real job," I work with a student worker from Mumbai, India. 
This is her first Minnesota summer following her first Minnesota winter, and 
she can't believe how long we have daylight!  She's used to the sun setting 
at 7 pm, even in the summer.  Let's all get out and enjoy these beautiful 
summer days!

As we enjoy the lake, the light and the loons, let's also take a minute to thank the many volunteers who help 
keep the Lake Ada Association strong, and who help with so much of what connects us as neighbors.  This 
issue of the DockPost pays special tribute to Tom Sorenson who has been the "fairy godmother" behind our 
website and many other communications for a number of years.  Thank you Tom!

If you are inspired by Tom Sorenson or the many others that help with lake activities ranging from water-clarity 
readings to loon monitoring, consider pitching in yourself! Consider signing up for a shift at the access to 
distribute information about invasive species.  Did you know that Eurasian Water Milfoil is in lakes as close as 
Town Line (Longville) and that zebra mussels are as close as Upper Gull?  You can help!

Also remember that the Lake Ada picnic is just around the corner on July 27.  I hope to see you there. It's a 
great time to chat with old friends, and to meet some more of our lake neighbors.  

Thanks again to the many volunteers who keep things running for the Association and its projects.  As always, 
feel free to reach out to me via phone or email if I can help you in any way.

See you at the lake,

Joan 

Happy summer to all!

Your 2012 membership expired on April 30th so please 
update your new membership for 2013 NOW!

http://www.facebook.com/LakeAdaAssociation

Visit the Association Website
www.minnesotawaters.org/group/ada-lake-association



Tom has contributed excellent service for many years to 
the Ada Lake Association with his support technical 
skills. He has been involved in the design, layout and the 
publication our outstanding DockPost newsletter. Tom 
has also developed, designed and maintained our web 
site. His work has been essential to the communication 
of important information to Ada Lake Association 
members. Thanks to Tom for his service to our Lake 
Association.

Al Anderson

I’ve had the pleasure of working with Tom for over ten 
years.  As DockPost co-editors we published more than 
thirty newsletters as well as several Lake Ada Directories 
and numerous Association activity flyers.  It would have 
been impossible to create publications of the quality we 
achieved without Tom’s experience and expertise.  I 
consider Tom a colleague and good friend.  It has been a 
privilege to work with him these many years.

Well done, Tom!
Jon Hansen 

Tom, I have enjoyed working with you the times when I 
have input something for the DockPost or perhaps a 
picture for the web page.  You have made both of these 
communications much more professional and effective 
than they were before you became involved with them.  I 
have often thought that the Ada Lake Association 
probably had the best of both of these or at least pretty 
close to that.  I hope we will continue to see you on the 
lake and at the lake picnic. Thanks for doing both of 
these tasks for a significant number of years.

Stan Bormann

Tom, you and Jon continually put out an awesome Dock- 
Post for Ada Lake Association.  It has always been a 
classy publication.  You also put many hours into an 
outstanding web site for our use.  

Thanks so much!
Kathleen Benz 

Tom, working with you over the past several years as a 
part of the Ada Lake Board has been very rewarding for 
me; you are always very helpful in everyway with the 
newsletter or the web site as our Webmaster. I was very 
impressed when you first designed the dock logo for the 
DockPost and gave it real meaning. Tom, you and Jon 
Hansen as DockPost co-editors have spent countless 
hours of your time on each issue, three times a year, for 
thirteen years. Your efforts made our DockPost one of 
the leading lake newsletters around. 
Many thanks for your time and effort you give to Ada 
Lake members/residents over the years.

Dave Sohn

When and how did you find your property on Lake Ada?
We used to do a lot of camping, but then decided that we wanted our own “site”, that would be there when we 
wanted it and be there just for us. We looked for a cabin for quite some time in a lot of different places. One of 
the real-estate agents we were working with brought us down this narrow winding road to this special place with 
big pines, clear water and “wiggle your toes” sand. That was sixteen years ago.

A short “Bio of Tom Sorensen”
Born and raised in the cities. Interest in things mechanical led me to a career in engineering. I married my 
wonderful nature loving wife Trese 31 years ago. We are a family of three; son Chris is an alternative energy 
research chemist, who also applies his knowledge in the making of fine beers.

How did you become involved with the Lake Ada DockPost? (Stan Borman – Jon Hansen)
I enjoyed the lake newsletter that was currently being published by Stan Bormann. I had some experience with 
creating technical and marketing graphics and thought perhaps I had something to contribute, so I offered my 
services. It was a joy working with Stan, and in later years Jon Hansen, on a lake newsletter that was above the 
norm and something to be proud of. 

What was your first issue of the DockPost and what technology did you use at that time?
I started with the spring 1999 DockPost. I always used Microsoft Word for the main document, although many 
other programs were used for graphics and other content, including Photoshop, Photomatix, Picasa, and Excel. 
Some of the graphics used were clipart, but many were made from scratch. Micrografx Designer was used in the 
creation of the “official” Lake Ada Association logo.

Please tell us about a few of your favorite hobbies
I have many hobbies and feel I could fill up my time just fine without needing to work for a living! I enjoy 
woodworking, photography, extreme photo editing, playing guitar and mandolin in jams and making stuff. We still 
go camping; we hike and explore destinations out west and in our own BWCA. 

Please tell us about your love for the environment
Repeated visits to favorite places has shown me how quickly nature can deteriorate with man’s overuse and 
careless behaviors. This has deepened my respect for this unique Earth we all live on and taught me how fragile 
and finite it all really is. Nothing man can make or create can compete with the perfectness of our planet - we 
need to preserve her.

What activities do you and your family like to do when you are at Lake Ada?
Upkeep and improvements are ongoing when you own a cabin. However, fixing busted stuff at the lake is much 
more fun than doing the same tasks at home! On the R & R side, we like to swim, sail, kayak, wakeboard and 
pull tubes, play croquet, make music, have fires and float on cheap air mattresses with a favorite beverage.

When did you start the web site for Lake Ada?
The site went live in October of 2004. There is a lot of information on it, including detailed lake data, Association 
projects, lake studies, Association structure, plans, goals, history, submitted photos and more. 
The Lake Ada Website is a great form of communication for our Lake Ada Families. 

List a couple of ways members can help you make the site better
In order for the website to be interesting, it needs to be fresh and changing. I would love folks to send me 
whatever items they would like to share with others. It could be a story, true or fiction, new photos - old photos, 
poems, educational articles, historical trivia, anything. There was a lot of interest in the website when it was first 
created, getting a high hit count. Since then, however, the interest has faded a bit. The new Ada Association 
Facebook site created by ? is a great bonus, providing members with blogging capabilities and a way to easily 
post and share items.
 
Any other comments that you would wish to share?
Lake Ada is a very special place and the people that know and love her are special too. I am impressed with the 
dedication and integrity and intelligence of the people I have interfaced with. It has been an honor working on 
the DockPost with both Stan and Jon. 

 

HONORING TOM SORENSEN on his retirement as DockPost co-editor 
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The blue/white address number 
located at the driveway entrance to 
your residence was provided by 
Cass County in 1998. For 911 
emergency systems, the blue 
background was selected because of its contrasting color to the green 
landscape.
Your address number should be posted somewhere near a phone or a 
special location for a quick reference to report a 911 emergency by all 
occupants of your residence. The blue number should be given to the 911 
dispatcher when reporting a 911 emergency.
Because of Lake Ada’s location we are in two (2) different fire department 
locations (Backus and Pine River) and also have two different telephone 
prefixes 587 and 947, so your blue/white address number is very important 
to pinpoint your location for the emergency response team.
Many property owners have dropped their landline and are using cell phone 
as their main means of communication so; your address number is always 
the best first response and second if you have a newer cell phone with GPS 
tracking and the GPS is turned on your location maybe traced to its location.

-PLEASE No weather related calls to 911 
-FOR NON EMERGENCIES USE 1-800-450-2677 
-Note From Sheriff Tom Burch: With an emergency 911 call, the dispatcher 
will know which Service Units are close by your location, because all units 
are now equipped with GPS tracking and those Unit(s) will get the call to 
respond.

EMERGENCY 911 CALLS

RECYCLING

SIGHTS & SOUNDS OF ADA LOONS

Three loon-nesting platforms were placed on Lake Ada within one day following 
ice-out.  Although loon pairs began inspecting the platforms almost immediately, 
no actual nesting activities were observed until around May 24.  As of June 15, 
two of the platforms held nesting loons, while the third still remains vacant.
This year it will be especially important for Lake Ada boaters to be on the 
lookout for loon families.  Nesting began three weeks behind schedule, so while 
chicks normally begin to hatch during the first week in June, it will now be mid 
to late June before we see them. Fourth of July week is always a trying time for 
loon families, but this year will be especially challenging,  some loon chicks may 
be only a week old!
-  PLEASE BOAT SAFELY AND KEEP A SHARP WATCH FOR YOUNG 
LOONS  

Photo by Stan Bormann© of the Ada Lake South Bay eagles and 
Winner of a gold medal in an international photographic competition.

One of the magnificent female eagles that grace the sky over Lake Ada was 
recently injured. The DNR was contacted and, when an officer arrived, Bill 
Smith, John Coachman and Harry Robbins, along with Bill’s son Tyler helped 
the officer rescue the eagle. It was initially taken to the Garrison Animal Hospital 
and was subsequently transferred to the Raptor Center at the University of 
Minnesota in Saint Paul. The eagle was diagnosed with having multiple 
fractures in its ulna bone. (one of the bones in the wing) The Raptor Center will 
treat the eagle's injuries, and if it is determined that she becomes healthy 
enough to survive in nature, the Center will release the eagle so that it can 
return to the shores of Lake Ada.

John Couchman

Many thanks to Grant Robbins and the Robbins Marker 
Buoy Crew for getting the North Bay channel markers 
installed in time for Memorial Day.  As of June 15, the 
high water Levels had still made our rock markers unnec-
essary.  Thanks guys!!!

LAKE ADA HAZARDS MARKERS

EAGLE REPORT

Note: Some residents still have the 
old white Pine River Fire Number 
sign, this sign must be removed 
immediatly for your safety. This old 
sign will delay and confuse the 
dispatcher.

 Cass County property owners may take electronic items (E-Waste) 
 anytime to the Pine River Transfer Station, for recycling at no charge. 
 Monday – Friday from 8–5:00 or Saturday from 8–12:00, 
 Located 2 miles north of Pine River on Highway 371.
 Cass Country property owners - 
 may drop off the following items at no charge:
 • One appliance per month
 • Four (4) tires per month
 • Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
 • Used motor oil and oil filters
 • Yard Waste (clipping and brush)
 Plan your recycle trip 
 Cass County Brown Recycle Bins – 
 Located at Harriet Corner • Ponto Township Hall
 Glass, Cardboard/Paper, Plastics and Aluminum
 ……..NO GARBAGE…….
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Cass County - TRIAD
T the | R right | I information | A and | D direction

TRIAD has been active in Cass County for more than 10 years.  We have been fortunate to have 
the support and encouragement of county officials in maintaining a program that works 
proactively to keep our senior citizens safe. 

• MINNESOTA TRIAD. TRIAD is a state and national initiative with the sole purpose of enhancing 
senior safety. MN TRIAD offers a state level organization to connect TRIAD members throughout 
Minnesota. A bi-monthly MN TRIAD newsletter is sent out by e-mail to any interested persons or 
organizations. To sign-up for this e-mail, send your e-mail address to mntriad@hotmail.com.

Law Enforcement and senior citizens who are involved in TRIAD know the worth of this program. 
A few of the benefits of TRIAD with those who may not be familiar with this initiative:

• Cass County TRIAD is self-funded. Cass County TRIAD participates in fundraising activities 
throughout the year, such as Book and Bake Sales, to raise money for projects, such as the 
yellow dot program. 

• TRIAD brings together law enforcement and senior citizens with a common goal of senior 
safety. TRIAD offers an opportunity for senior citizens and law enforcement to spend time 
together and get to know each other while sharing information on crime prevention. This benefits 
seniors in that they are comfortable in contacting law enforcement when they have questions. 
This also benefits law enforcement in that TRIAD members become extra eyes and ears in the 
community. 

• Triad has two objectives, to reduce crime against older adults, and to reduce the fear of crime 
that older adults often experience. 

In addition to seminars on protecting against fraud and theft, Cass County Triad most recently 
has started a 911cell phone bank and the Yellow Dot Program. 
It is simple but effective: Participants in the free program receive a yellow dot to place one on 
back window in the lower driver’s side corner of your vehicle, and one on the entrance door of 
your residence; it alerts emergency services personnel to look for a corresponding yellow folder 
in the glove box of your vehicle, or on the refrigerator in the kitchen. Those folders and cards 
contain a photograph, their medical conditions, prescriptions and other vital information.

CASS COUNTY TRIAD -Senior citizens and law enforcement working together

YELLOW DOT KIT

Where do they go?
1. On the back window in the lower driver’s side corner of your vehicle.
2. On the entrance door to your residence.
What do they mean?
1. They mean that there is an emergency information card inside the glove compartment. 
2. They mean there is a card on the refrigerator in the kitchen
These cards have information such as medications, allergies, emergency contacts and other medical information.
Where can I get them?
Both the Emergency Information Cards and Yellow Dots are available through TRIAD. Contact the Cass County Sheriff’s Office - Pauline at 
218/547-7308 or Ada Lake Assoc. 218 587-4983

TRIAD is a community-based Partnership between law enforcement agencies and individuals involved in elderly issues.



 

 

Differences between the Wood Tick and the 
Deer Tick 

Size comparisons of both the Dog (wood) Tick 
and the Deer Tick 

Wood Tick: 
A: Engorged female 
B: Female 
C: Male 

The risk of getting a tick-borne disease is small 
if the tick is removed soon after it becomes 
attached. Deer ticks Black Leg must remain 
attached one to two days to transmit Lyme 
disease, and about one day for the other 
diseases.
1. Take precautions when in tick habitat, but 
don't panic if you find a deer tick on you. Not all 
ticks are infected, and prompt tick removal can 
prevent illness
2. Use tweezers to grasp the tick close to its 
mouth.
3. Gently and S-L-O-W-L-Y pull the tick straight 
outward.
4. To avoid contact with the bacteria, if present, 
do not squeeze the ticks' body.
5. Wash the area and apply an antiseptic to the 
bite.
6. Watch for early signs and symptoms of Lyme 
disease.

• When in the woods, wear a repellent with DEET 
or permethrin to avoid attracting up ticks. Follow 
directions on the label.
• Create a barrier to ticks by tucking pants into 
socks or boots.
• Wear light-colored clothes so ticks are visible.
• Check and recheck for ticks.
• These precautions are most important during 
May-June and the fall.

PREVENTION

Deer Tick: 
D: Larvae, 
E: Nymphs, 
F: Males, 
G: Females, 
H: Engorged female

DEER TICKS

TICK REMOVAL

LYME DISEASE

WOOD TICKS & DEER TICKS

Deer Ticks (Black Leg)
Deer ticks, also known as blacklegged ticks, are 
just one of thirteen known tick species in Minne-
sota. They are most common in the east and 
central areas of the state and are found in 
hardwood forests and wooded and brushy areas. 
Deer ticks are potential carriers of Lyme disease, 
human anaplasmosis and babesiosis.

Risk timeframe
Primarily risks are from mid-May through mid-July 
when the smaller nymph stage of the deer tick is 
feeding. Risk is present, but lower, in early spring 
and again in the fall (late September-October) 
when the adult stage of the deer tick is active.

Larvae
A deer tick starts as a 6-legged larva, which does 
not transmit disease.

Nymph
Most cases of tick-borne disease are caused by 
the nymph, which looks like a freckle or speck of 
dirt. The nymph feeds from May through July.

Adult
The larger adult ticks feed in fall and early spring, 
and are easier to see and remove. After feeding 
on deer, the female lays her eggs, which hatch 
into larvae in May and June.
Only the nymphs and adult female can transmit 
disease. The adult female has a reddish-orange 
back.

Wood ticks (also called dog ticks)
Larger than deer ticks, wood ticks have white 
markings on their back and do not transmit Lyme 
disease, human anaplasmosis, or babesiosis.

Lyme disease is an illness that may affect the skin, 
joints, nervous system, heart, and other areas of the 
body. People of all ages can get Lyme disease, which 
is caused by the bacteria, Borrelia burgdorferi. The 
bacteria are transmitted to humans by the bite of an 
infected deer tick. 
Signs and Symptoms
Recognizing the early signs and symptoms of Lyme 
disease is important.
• If you have one or more of these signs and 
symptoms within 3 to 30 days after a deer 
tick bite or spending time in wooded areas where deer 
ticks are present, see your physician immediately. 
• A characteristic skin rash, called erythema migrans, 
has a “bull’s eye” appearance – a red ring with a 
central clearing 

• Not everyone recognizes or gets the rash
• Not all rashes have central clearing
• Fever and chills
• Fatigue
• Muscle and joint pain
• Headache

The rash begins as a small, raised red area that may 
expand to several inches in diameter. It may appear 
on one or more places on the body and is usually not 
painful or itchy.
• If a person is not treated early in the disease, these 
late signs and symptoms may develop weeks, 
months, or years after the tick bite: 

• Multiple rashes
• Facial paralysis on one side
• Weakness, numbness, or pain in arms and legs
• Irregular heartbeat
• Memory, concentration problems
• Chronic arthritis in one or more joints, usually the 
knees, which may be swollen and painful

Diagnosis and Treatment
The diagnosis of Lyme disease is based on signs and 
symptoms, presence of the characteristic rash, and a 
history of exposure to deer ticks. A blood test may be 
helpful in confirming the diagnosis.
Antibiotics are used to treat Lyme disease.
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MEET YOUR ADA NEIGHBORS | DORIS AND PORTER MONTGOMERY   

Meet Your Ada Neighbors | Doris and Porter Montgomery 
One of the two featured neighbors in the DockPost Summer issue: Doris and Porter Montgomery located in the Sandy Beach addition. Their family includes four 
sons, seven grandchildren (5 sons and 2 daughters) and three great-grandchildren, (2 daughters and 1 son) all of their children live in the metropolitan area and 
they all enjoy anytime that they can spend at the lake with family.

Doris’s parents owned a cabin on Baby Lake (Longville) and when they were traveling up on Highway 84 for a weekend visit they saw a sign, “Lot For Sale” on Smith 
Drive, and upon checking it out they fell in love with the beach and its location and bought the lot back in the 1970’s. For the first few years the Montgomery’s spent 
weekends camping on their lot and enjoyed many outing on Lake Ada.

Then in the mid 1980’s they built their dream retirement home on their lot. When they retired in 1998 they sold their Brooklyn Park home and moved to their lake 
home on Lake Ada. They enjoy traveling in the fall and winter, but love just spending time on the shores of Sandy Beach. 

Porter’s hobbies include fishing, bowling and his lapidary work with agates. Doris loves to bake, but most of all baking cookies with the grand and 
great-grandchildren, her other interests are sewing of all types and reading novels by a nice warm fire.

Doris, became Ada Lake Association director in 2003 and shortly after becoming a board member she became the person in charge of ” Ada Wear” and is known 
as the “Shirt Lady.” Doris enjoys her work with the Ada Wear, because they get to know and visit with all of the lake residents and their guests when they stop by to 
purchase Ada Wear.

This property is owned by Virginia Greving of Quincy, IL and was and still is known to their family as the “Little Red Camp” and to the rest of us it is known as the 
“Red Cabin” on the west shore of Ada.
 
Virginia’s mother and father bought the one bedroom cabin property back in 1955 from Clarence Lesher, who owned and operated the five cabin Lake Ada Park 
Resort until 1952. At which time he started to sell the cabins and lots to private individuals.
 
Virginia parent’s and Gardner's, Marj and Paul (Pine River Hardware) each purchased one of the 
one bedroom cabin next to each other in 1955 on the south end of the resort, and that started their 
life long friendship.

Virginia, had several brothers and sisters, but as of late Virginia’s and two of her sisters and their 
families are regular campers at “The Little Red Camp.” This is the only original cabin left of the 
Lake Ada Park Resort. The Greving families still have their Illinois roots, but enjoy time in Minne-
sota on Lake Ada.

Viewing the red cabin across the lake is a pleasant sight for us, we can always use this as a gauge 
if the rain or snow is coming. The “Little Red Camp” always kept neat and tidy and our last memo-
ries of the Lake Ada Park Resort.
  
Thanks to the Greving families for being great neighbors over the past years!
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Shorewood, MN
Long Lake, MN
New Hope, MN
Maple Grove, MN
Vadnais Heights, MN
Blue Earth, MN
Pine River, MN
Pine River, MN
Pine River, MN
Plymouth, MN
Minneapolis, MN 
Backus, MN
Pine River, MN

Joan Olson
Dave Sohn
Paul Bork 

Laura LaBerge
Al Anderson

Kathleen Benz
Stan Bormann

Jon Hansen
Pat Hansen

David Heegaard
Phil Lilja

Brad McDonald
Doris Montgomery

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

olsonxmas@yahoo.com        
pdsohn@tds.net 
borks@uslink.net
lauralaberge@comcast.net 
buzandjoyce@yahoo.com
lbenz@bevcomm.net 
snbormann@gmail.com 
jon.hansenj@uni.edu 
pathansen47@gmail.com 
dheeg@aol.com
pclilja@earthlink.net
bradmcdonald@tds.net
pdmonty@tds.net 
 

952-250-2029        
218-587-4983
218-947-3312
763-494-8824 
218-587-4475
218-587-2976
218-947-3716
218-587-4159
218-947-4477
218-587-2421
612-805-4435
218-587-3929
218-947-3217
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Edina, MN
Hutchinson, MN
Pine River, MN
Backus, MN

Jim Olson
Joe Tracy

Ron Ubben
Merle Weaver

Director
Director
Director
Director/
Township Rep

olsonjim33@gmail.com
jtracy@akimn.com
rcubben@tds.net 
nareew@tds.net 

218-587-3167 
218-947-3330 
218-587-2996
218-587-2498
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ADA LAKE ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEET YOUR ADA NEIGHBORS | “THE LITTLE RED CAMP” - Lake Ada Park

Day | Week | Month
Ada South Shore Lane 1376 3rd St NW

Call Ed @ 612-396-2098

LAKE ADA HOME FOR RENT



Ada Lake Association
P.O. Box 202 • Pine River, MN 56474

Doris Montgomery
218-947-3217
pdmonty@tds.net 
if you have questions

Ada Lake Wear
Kids to Adults
  - New Color
      - New Style

Ada Wear is a cost-base project and is done to promote 
and protect  Ada Lake for we are a non-profit organization.

Sizes: 
 
 
Sweats:  
   

Tee’s (Men, Ladies, Youth and Toddlers)
New Caps
Tote Bags
Great New Colors –  You Must Come See!

Adults  S – XL  (Men and Ladies)
Youth
Toddler
Hooded
Zipper Front
Pull Over’s

Saturday – July 27th – 4 P.M.
The Metcalf’s & Sheehan’s

Hosting - North Bay
Bring-  A dish to pass, a neighbor or friend 

and a folding chair
Rain date – Sunday, July 28th – 1 P.M

New shipment, styles, sizes and colors 
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13 Ada Lake Annual Picnic
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