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Where did the summer go? It has been a beautiful season that went 
by quickly. We have all enjoyed wonderful times at Lake Ada with our 
family, friends and neighbors. Memories have been made for my 
family and I am sure for yours. 
  
Speaking of good times, did you attend the membership meeting and 
picnic on July 25th? It was a special day in our summer with fellowship 
and awesome food. For the terrific setting and hospitality we thank Jim 
and Judy Sheehan and Paul and Bonnie Scribner. Also a big thanks to 
all those who set up for the event, did the shopping, cooked and 
dismantled. 
  
My issue for this letter is AIS - aquatic invasive species. We cannot 
bury our heads in the sand. At a recent ACCL meeting we learned of 
the elements in the state plan, which are: prevention, early detection, 
rapid response, containment and management (including research). 
We must be vigilant so that the quality of Lake Ada is maintained. 
  
My thanks go out each time to Tom Sorensen and Jon Hansen for this 
publication. My thanks also to all the volunteers for all they do for Lake 
Ada and the Association. 
  
Enjoy the fall! 
  
Kathleen Benz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Visit Your  
Lake Association Website 
 

See past DockPost issues, people 
sending photos, fish stories, loon reports, 
recipes, wildlife, history, FAQ’s and 
much more at:  
www.minnesotawaters.org/adalake 

In this issue: 
 

President’s Letter AdaWear Match the Monument 
2008 MN CLMP Report Monitoring Station Boat Overkill 
Cass Cty Ada Reports Vacation Visitor 2

nd
 Annual Art Crawl 

Clean Water Indicators Don’t Shampoo in the Lake Association Calendar 
Lake Ada Picnic Reforest Lakeshores? Meeting Minutes 7/11 
Electronics Recycle Day Conservationist’s Corner: Meeting Minutes 7/25 
DNR Lake Finder   Stop Invasives: Milfoil Meeting Minutes 9/5 
2009 Loon Report   in Washburn &Townline Board of Directors 

 

Please send in your 2009 membership dues 



2008 Minnesota CLMP Report 
 

Jon Hansen 
 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has released it’s Report on 
the Transparency of Minnesota Lakes, covering data collected by 
CLMP volunteers for June through September, 2008. Secchi 
transparency provides an indirect measure of the amount of algae in 
a water body, and the data is a basis for assessing water quality, 
estimations of trophic status and documentation of water quality 
trends over time. 

 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Citizen’s Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP) began in 1973 at the 
University of Minnesota, with the monitoring of 74 Minnesota lakes. During the summer of 2008, 1,302 
CLMP volunteers monitored 1,939 sites on 1,317 lakes, 77 in Cass County. 
 

During the 2008 monitoring season the clearest water in Cass County was again found in Hunter Lake (near 
Woman Lake) with a seasonal mean of 31.6 ft and an individual maximum of 39.0 ft. Minnesota’s clearest 
water was in Sabin Lake, St. Louis County, with a seasonal average of 45.6 and a maximum of 63.0 ft.  
 

Lake Ada recorded a 2008 main lake mean of 13.3 ft and a maximum of 16.0 ft, while the North Bay 
averaged 13.5 ft and also a maximum of 16.0 ft. Hand Lake, our immediate Ada Brook upstream neighbor 
averaged 13.9 ft, with a maximum of 15.0 ft. 
 

Lake Ada’s main lake seasonal means for the past five years were: 2007, 15.4; 2006, 12.7; 2005, 13.3; 
2004, 16.4 and 2003, 16.4 ft. Our long-term mean is 13.51 ft. 
 

Other area 2008 means were: Birch, 16.4; Black Water, 16.7; Hattie, 11.4; Island, 14.5; Norway, 9.1; Pine 
Mountain, 9.3; Ponto, 18.9; Woman, 18.4 and Whitefish, 12.1 ft. 
 

Minnesota’s statewide seasonal mean transparency for 2008 was 9.68 ft. Three MN lakes managed 
summer averages of 30 ft or more, while six others averaged less than one-half foot. Five lakes actually 
recorded individual summer readings of 0! Lake Superior averages between 65 and 75 ft. 
 

Clarity is a simple but effective method of monitoring a lake's water quality. Regular transparency 
observations provide a record of the amount of algae or suspended sediments present. Shoreline erosion, 
phosphorus fertilizers, lack of shoreline buffers, removal of emergent vegetation, impervious surface runoff 
and improperly maintained septic systems all contribute to reduced water clarity. Lake Ada has been a 
member of CLMP since 1984; all CLMP readings are forwarded to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
CassCassCassCass County Environmental Services recently made available two excellent County Environmental Services recently made available two excellent County Environmental Services recently made available two excellent County Environmental Services recently made available two excellent    
documents detailing Lake Ada statistics and related information.documents detailing Lake Ada statistics and related information.documents detailing Lake Ada statistics and related information.documents detailing Lake Ada statistics and related information.    

 

Ada Lake SummaryAda Lake SummaryAda Lake SummaryAda Lake Summary includes physical characteristics, basic data information, water monitoring results and user perceptions. The 
water monitoring section is extensive and includes monitoring programs, chemical testing results, transparency records (CLMP) and 
trend analyses. It deals with historical water quality characteristics, Trophic State Index, and explains the importance of monitoring 
total phosphorus, chlorophyll a and dissolved oxygen. The report also includes ecoregion comparisons, assessments and 
recommendations. 
 

Ada Lake Lakeshed AssessmentAda Lake Lakeshed AssessmentAda Lake Lakeshed AssessmentAda Lake Lakeshed Assessment is exactly what the title implies. The study delineates the Upper 
Mississippi Basin, the Pine River Watershed and the Lake Ada watershed. It identifies where 
organizational and management efforts might be focused, and includes basic statistics, water quality 
protection strategies, conservation easement potentials, land cover and land use. It also explains lake 
demographics and includes a DNR Fisheries assessment.  
 

Both these documents contain valuable Lake Ada information and should be considered supplements 
to the DNR Sensitive Lakeshore report. The Ada Lake Summary and Ada Lakeshed Assessment can be 
downloaded as PDF’s at www.co.cass.mn.us/esd/water_quality.html 

Cass County Lake Ada ReportsCass County Lake Ada ReportsCass County Lake Ada ReportsCass County Lake Ada Reports    



Clean Water Indicators 
 

Moriya Rufer  
  

One way to determine water quality is to do clarity monitoring (Secchi depth) and chemical testing (phosphorus) in the 

lake. Another way to determine water quality is to look for clean water indicators. Using both water quality monitoring 

and clean water indicators is a good way to fully understand your lake's health and ecosystem. In science, two 

explanations that come to the same conclusion are better than one.  
  

Clean water indicators are plants and animals that live in and around the lake and rely on it for survival. Organisms 

reflect their environment and live there year round (in some form). Some animals are very tolerant to pollution, while 

others are very intolerant. Clean water indicators are the animals that are intolerant to pollution. If your lake never had 

these indicators, don't worry, it could be that they never lived there. The indicators mentioned below mainly apply to 

lakes over 50 feet deep in northern and north-central Minnesota. If you used to have these indicators and you don't 

have them any more, that's when you'll know that water quality has been impacted in some way.  
  

Hexagenia mayfly. These mayflies are filter feeders found in the soft silt or sand of streams and lakes. Because 

mayflies can't survive in water that lacks oxygen, they are good indicators of the amount of eutrophication 

(phosphorus). These mayflies are everywhere during one week in June and then they're gone. They all emerge as adults 

at the same time to increase their chance of mating successfully.  
  

Common Loon. Loons are diving birds that use their eyesight to capture their food. They need clear water and healthy 

fish populations. Also, in order to make nests and protect their young, they need undisturbed natural shoreline with tall 

vegetation. If your lake is ringed by manicured lawns, you may lose your loons due to lack of nesting areas.  
  

Tullibee/Cisco. Tullibee/Cisco are important forage species for the lake's game fish. They are mainly found in lakes 

over 60 feet deep, and they need highly oxygenated water to live. When lakes lose their tullibee populations, it can 

indicate increased eutrophication. The loss of tullibee then affects game fish populations because they are a major food 

source. To find out if your lake has Tullibee, visit the DNR Lakefinder web site.  
 

Freshwater Mussels. Mussels filter oxygen and particles from the water, cleansing the water in the process and 

absorbing what they consume into their bodies and shells. It is for these reasons that mussels are sensitive to changes 

in their environment and serve as indicators of the health of our lakes and streams. 
 

Degradation of our lakes and rivers from 

runoff of silt and chemicals as well as 

physical changes from damming, 

channelization, and dredging, have taken 

their toll on native mussels in North 

America. In addition, invasive zebra mussels 

can out-compete native mussels and displace 

them from their native areas.  
  

In summary, fish, birds and other aquatic 

organisms need a healthy habitat to survive. 

To maintain a healthy lake ecosystem, this 

habitat needs to be preserved. If these clean 

water indicator species disappear from your 

lake, it could indicate a water quality 

problem. Decreases in water quality and the 

loss of habitat and spawning sites for game 

species are often the primary mechanisms 

that create opportunities for “less popular” 

fish species (bullhead, carp). The best way to avoid this is to protect habitat where game fish spawn and rear their 

young. Also, to protect fish and bird food sources such as invertebrates, aquatic insects, and aquatic plants.  
  

Moriya Rufer is the Lakes Monitoring Program Coordinator for RMB Environmental Laboratories in Detroit Lakes. 

RMB Labs is currently involved with our Lake Ada water chemistry testing program. 

 



 

 



 

2009 Lake Ada 
Picnic 
 

The twenty-sixth Lake Ada 
Picnic and Association 
Membership Meeting took place 
on the afternoon of July 25th. 
Hosted by Jim & Judy Sheehan 
and Paul & Bonnie Scribner, the 
location was perfect and the 
weather cooperated beautifully. 
 

One hundred forty-one people 
attended the event, enjoyed the 
setting, and partook of the 
outstanding variety of foods 
provided. It was one of the best-
set tables we’ve ever had.  
 

Outdoor photographer Eric King 
donated a copy of his book, 
Lake Ada, Images from the 
Lake, to be raffled at the picnic. 
His photographic portfolio, 
showcasing the natural beauty 
of the Lake Ada area, was on 
view, and picnic-goers had the 
opportunity to purchase tickets 
for a chance to win a copy of the 
book. All proceeds from the 
drawing went to the Association 
to help defray picnic expenses. 
The lucky winners were Craig & 
Diane Anderson. 
 

Following the picnic dinner, 
President Benz conducted a 
brief business meeting at which 
officers and directors for 2010 
were elected. Reelected officers 
included Kathleen Benz, 
president; Doug Dagenais, vice 
president; Joan Olson, 
secretary, and Paul Bork, 
treasurer. 
 

Thanks to President Benz, hosts 
Jim & Judy Sheehan and Paul & 
Bonnie Scribner, the Ada 
Association Board of Directors, 
the chefs, everyone who brought 
food to share and all the folks 
who helped with preparation and 
cleanup. It was a great picnic! 
 

 

 

Electronics Recycle 
Day 
 
A big thanks to everyone from 
Ada and Ponto who helped with 
the Area Lakes Electronics 
Recycle Day, and to David Sohn 
who conceived the idea and 
made all the arrangements for a 
successful event! 
 
All told, the team collected:    

• 93 televisions  

• 38 computers  

• 42 monitors  

• 35 printers  

• 25 peripherals  

• 20 VCR's  

• 3 fax machines 

• 4 stereos 

• 7 AV pieces 

• 18 microwaves 

• 4 radios  

• 1 circuit board 

• 3 cell phones  

• 10 miscellaneous  
  
A total of 303 items!!! 
 
It was a lot of work for the team, 
but a big help to the lakes 
environment. 
 
Remember though, for the rest of 
the year you can 
REDUCE•REUSE•RECYCLE at the 
Pine River Transfer Station 888-
910-2425, ext. 1, 2 miles north of 
Pine River on Hwy 371• 218-587-
3500 • Mon-Fri 8-5:00, Sat. 8-12, 
also see 
www.co.cass.mn.us/esd/solid_wa
ste/solid_waste.html 
 

 
 

DNR Lake Finder 
 

The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources Lake Finder is a 
fast and simple way to locate a 
wealth of information on 
Minnesota lakes. 
 
Lake Finder contains data for 
more than 4,500 lakes and rivers 
throughout Minnesota, including: 
lake surveys, lake depth maps, 
lake water levels, lake water 
quality data and lake water clarity 
data (from the Pollution Control 
Agency), satellite-based water 
clarity information (from the 
University of Minnesota), lake 
notes, and fish consumption 
advice (from the Department of 
Health). You can also check the list 
of lakes infested with invasive 
species. 
 
The Lake Information heading 
gives general fishing data for 
many lakes and is intended as a 
summary for each. It also includes 
fish stocking reports from DNR 
Fisheries. 
 
If you'd rather browse 
information for a number of lakes, 
or can't remember a lake name, 
then use the Recreation Compass 
interactive mapping tool. With it, 
you can zoom in to the part of the 
state you're interested in and get 
information by just clicking in a 
lake. 
 
Not every Minnesota lake has 
been surveyed or depth sounded; 
you may not find the lake in which 
you are interested. 
 
Access the DNR Lake Finder at 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/ind
ex.html, then simply enter the 
lake name and county, then click 
“Get lake data.” 
 
 



Please send  
DockPost items 
to the editors: 
   

 

Jon Hansen:  
jon.hansen@uni.edu 
 
Tom Sorensen:  
wave2000@aol.com 
 
Deadlines for submitting  
materials to be published  
in 2010 DockPosts are: 

 

• April 1 
• June 14 
• Sept 1 

2009 Lake Ada Loon and 
Non-game Report 
 

Jon Hansen 
 

During the summer months Lake 
Ada Loon Watchers monitor loon 
activity, recording data such as 
total number of adults, number of 
pairs, active nests, chick hatches 
and local gatherings. 
 

Three nesting platforms were 
placed on the lake during the 
fourth week of April, immediately 
following ice-out. Two platforms 
were accompanied by “Loon 
Nesting Area” marker buoys. 

 

Loons took up housekeeping on the south bay nest within hours of 
installation. Two chicks were hatched the first weekend of June but, 
unfortunately, one was taken by an unidentified predator almost 
immediately. The surviving baby is currently doing fine.                                                                                                                      
 

Loons built a nest on the North Bay platform and hatched twin chicks, 
also the first weekend of June. At the time of this writing, both were 
doing well and growing rapidly. 
 

In Little Ada a pair built a platform nest and remained on it until the 
May 23rd bass opener. Fishermen apparently chased the loons away 
from the nest too often and they did not return. The pair built another 
nest elsewhere in Little Ada, but soon abandoned it as well. No 
chicks were hatched in Little Ada during 2009. 
 

Sometime during the week of July 13th a fourth loon chick, along with 
its parents, appeared along the west shore. Since the chick was quite 
large (the same size as the other three) when it appeared, we are 
quite sure it wasn’t hatched in July. The assumption is the chick 
came from another waterbody, possibly Deadman Lake. In years 
past, loons have nested on Deadman many times. When the chicks 
are large and strong enough to make the trip, they walk across the 
narrow divide to Lake Ada. 
 

During 2009 we observed 18 to 20 adult loons, including six pairs, on 
a regular basis. Our average count was 18. The maximum number 
counted at one time was 24, but the largest number observed during 
a “gathering” was only eleven.  
 

As of September 1st, 19 adults and four chicks remained on the lake. 
   

In addition to loons, two pairs of bald eagles, three (possibly four) 
bald eagle chicks, and a pair of red-necked grebes were observed. 
Ospreys were also spotted regularly, but no attempt was made to 
keep count. 
 

Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & Marilyn Hansen. 
Data is forwarded to Minnesota Loon Watchers, a Minnesota DNR 
Non-Game Wildlife Program. 

AdaWear 2009 
 

The Ada Association and Doris 

Montgomery, our Lake Ada 

storekeeper, want to thank 

everyone who purchased 

AdaWear this year. Doris 

reports a record season for 

Lake Ada sales!  
 

If you want more AdaWear, 

there are still a few items 

available, some at discount 

prices. Contact Doris at 947-

3217 or at pdmonty@tds.net. 
 

Remember Christmas is 

coming! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



From the Monitoring 
Station… 
 

Karen Benjamin, water levels 
Keith Benjamin, rainfall 
Jon Hansen, water transparency 
(CLMP) and chemistry 
David Sohn, water chemistry 
 

The 2009 water monitoring season 
began April 24th with the installation of 
our Lake Ada rain gauge. From the 
opening date through May 31st we 
received only 2.1 inches of rainfall and 
the month was ultimately declared the 
third driest May in Minnesota recorded 
weather history. After a very dry 
beginning, however, the skies opened 
up and rainfall was plentiful until August. Monthly totals were: May, 2.1”; June, 4.6”; July, 4.15” and August, 
2.05”, for a total of 12.9 inches. Normal Lake Ada precipitation for May through August is 14.75 inches.  
 

Lake level monitoring began May 10th with an initial reading of 1325.03 ft msl, quite typical compared to the 
same date over the past five years. Lake Ada is normally above the outlet dam in spring, at or slightly below 
dam level in summer, and below the dam by fall. This year, however, the lake remained at or above the 
dam for most of the summer. Lake level on Sept 1st was recorded at 1324.6 ft msl, exactly outlet dam level. 
Lake Ada water level data is forwarded to Lake Level Minnesota, a program of the Minnesota Department of 
Natural resources. 
 

People occasionally ask if water level can be adjusted at the outlet dam. The dam was originally 
constructed in 1936 with adjustable gates, but by 1947 the DNR had decided Lake Ada’s optimum water 
level should be 1324.6 feet. The dam was altered at that time to a fixed-gate structure. 
 
Water clarity during 2009 was fairly good, but not outstanding. Our best reading was 17 ft and our poorest 9 
ft. To date, the 2009 main lake average is 14 ft, compared to our long-term average of 13.3.  It’s long been 
realized that Lake Ada responds to rainfall with cloudy water, and to dry weather with clear water. A 
possible reason is the lake is receiving excess storm water runoff. A quick walk along the shore following 
almost any rain will reveal many small channels where water has washed from the surface of a lawn, down 
the bank and across the beach. Channels can be small or, as in the case of the public access, very large. 

Storm water runoff carries 
pollutants, such as gasoline, 
oil, pesticides, suspended 
solids, pet waste, phosphorus 
and other and nutrients 
directly to the lake. 
 

The main lake traditionally 
begins the year clearer than 
the North Bay, but as summer 
progresses, the bay catches 
up and usually ends the 
season clearer. Lake Ada 
transparency readings are 
forwarded to the Citizen’s 
Lake Monitoring Program, 
Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency. 
 



Famous Mermaid Vacations in Lake Ada 
 

While taking Secchi Disk readings in Lake Ada, an unfamiliar shape was seen in 

the water. Upon closer investigation, there was no mistaking the flowing red hair 

as belonging to Ariel, the well-known Little Mermaid. 
 

Although wanting to keep her presence 

unknown, it was inevitable that she would be 

discovered in the crystal clear waters of Lake 

Ada. Ariel commented that she loves a 
periodic escape from salt water and loves our 

up-north natural setting.  
 

She applauded our efforts in septic system 
compliance and keeping phosphorous and old 

TV’s out of the lake.   
 

Note that mermaids are considered an exotic, 
and not an invasive species. 

During the summer of 2009 Lake Ada again joined a chemical water testing program sponsored by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Cass County and the Association of Cass County Lakes. Both the 
main lake and North Bay were sampled five times for Secchi depth, phosphorus and chlorophyll-a. Water 
samples were sent to RMB Environmental Testing Laboratories, Detroit Lakes, for analysis. 
 

Since Secchi depth, total phosphorus (TP) and chlorophyll-a (Chl-a) are measurements of different types of 
data, measured in different ways and on different scales, a common denominator is needed so they can be 
compared. Carlson’s Trophic State Index (TSI) is a means for characterizing fertility, biological productivity and 
general clarity. The following chart, prepared by RMB Environmental Testing Labs, shows the results of our 
three-year testing program. The chart depicts mean Secchi depth, TP and Chl-a as TSI’s and compares them 
with Lake Ada’s mean TSI. Note that as Chl-a raises, Secchi depth drops. Also note how Chl-a TSI is almost 
always higher than would be expected. The hypothetical dividing line between mesotrophic and oligotrophic 
waterbodies is generally accepted to be TSI 40. We look forward to RMB’s final report due later this year. 

 

Check the Lake Ada Website (www.minnesotawaters.org/adalake) for late fall water monitoring data and a 
ten-year water level graph. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVEST IN THE FUTURE 

RELEASE YOUR CATCH 

Endorsed by the Ada Lake 

Association 

Tax Planning 
 

The Ada Lake Association is a  

501(c) 3 Environmental Corporation.  

Federal ID # 41-1768228. 
Contributions are tax deductible. All dues are 

currently used in ways that do not directly benefit 

members and they are all deductible 

contributions. 

It Just Makes Sense… 
 

Do not wash your hair in the lake 
– soaps and shampoos are 
detrimental to the water quality.   



Your Lake, Our Lakes:  Do we Your Lake, Our Lakes:  Do we Your Lake, Our Lakes:  Do we Your Lake, Our Lakes:  Do we 
need to reforest our lakeshores?need to reforest our lakeshores?need to reforest our lakeshores?need to reforest our lakeshores?    
 

By Paul Radomski and Russ Schultz 
 

Some lakeshore owners prefer the lawn-to-lake 
style, but there are drawbacks to this type of 
shoreland.  Lawns to the lake decrease habitat 
and increase the runoff of nutrient-rich 
rainwater into the lake or river. 
 

Water runs off lawns because grass roots are 
shallower than the roots of native vegetation and 
the soil under lawns often becomes compacted.  
The deeper roots of native vegetation enhance 
aeration and infiltration.  Many lakeshore sites 
with lawns to the lake have been heavily graded 
during construction.  The depressions and swales 
that would normally retard runoff are often 
graded over, topsoil removed, and the underlying 
soil compacted, making a flat lawn.  But, flat 
lawns are more like pavement in their inability 
to infiltrate and retard stormwater runoff.  
Rainwater runoff from lawn-to-lake shorelines is 
5 to 10 times higher than forested shorelines. 
 

Runoff can be a major source of pollutants.  
Everything in the lawn, as well as on the streets 
and driveways, is carried by stormwater runoff 
into the lake.  Water flowing over lawn surfaces 
picks up dirt, pesticides, toxic chemicals, 
fertilizers, pet waste, and other pollutants. 
 

Runoff often contains phosphorous, a plant 
nutrient, which can increase algae growth, and 
in turn lower water clarity.  Just 0.2 pound of 
phosphorus can produce 100 pounds of algae.  
And although runoff from lawn-to-lake lakeshore 
sites varies considerably, on average a lawn-to-
lake lot produces 0.2 pounds of phosphorous per 
summer compared to 0.03 pound per summer for 
a natural shoreland lot. 
 

Minnesota soils are often phosphorus rich.  So 
even an unfertilized lakeshore lawn allows seven 
to nine times more phosphorus to enter a lake 
than a naturally vegetated shoreline.  Excess 
nitrogen, another plant nutrient, can also be 
transported to lakes from these lawns at higher 
rates. 
 

Shoreline buffers can help minimize impacts 
associated with the lawn-to-lake style. These 
corridors of natural vegetation along rivers and 
lakes help protect water quality.  A shoreline 

buffer of natural vegetation traps, filters, and 
impedes runoff.  Buffers stabilize banks of lakes 
and rivers, offer scenic screening of shoreland 
development, reduce erosion, and control 
sedimentation.  A natural shoreline also provides 
food and habitat for fish, waterfowl, songbirds, 
frogs, turtles, mammals, and butterflies. 
 

In the past, many people thought that a lawn to 
the water’s edge was beautiful.  But perceptions 
and laws are changing.  Many people now realize 
that a manicured lawn impacts the ecological 
balance of the lake. 
 

Many agencies and organizations can help you 
learn more about shoreland buffers or the 
location of demonstration sites you can visit.  
Several links are available through the North 
Central Minnesota Lakes website at:  
www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakes/ncml_j.html 
 

The Governor's Clean Water Initiative pilot 
project brought people together to create an 
alternative set of shoreland development 
standards.  Citizens that worked on the 
Shoreland Standards Update project 
recommended promoting naturally vegetated 
shorelines to protect lake water quality.  The 
Alternative Standards could serve as the 
foundation for local government administered 
ordinances. 
 

Details of the Shoreland Rules Update project 
are online at:  www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters  
(Click on the Shoreland Standards Update link). 
Email comments to 
shorelandupdate@dnr.state.mn.us. 
 

Paul Radomski, research scientist, and Russ 
Schultz, hydrologist, are both at the DNR area 
office in Brainerd.  Radomski worked at Lake 
Ada as part of the Cass County Intra-lake Zoning 
Pilot Project and has recently returned to update 
the Lake Ada Sensitive Lakeshore Survey. 
 
The above article is one of a series prepared for 
the Governor’s Clean Water Initiative, and 
reprinted with permission of the authors and the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conservationist’s Corner

In January the DNR listed
 219 Minnesota waterbodies

 as infested with Eurasian
 watermilfoil.  Since then,
 milfoil was discovered in

 Lake Washburn and
 Townline Lake, both

 in northern Cass County.
 
 
Stop aquatic hitchhikers - clean 
your boat before launching! 

2222ndndndnd Annual Lake Ada Art Crawl Annual Lake Ada Art Crawl Annual Lake Ada Art Crawl Annual Lake Ada Art Crawl    
 

The 2nd Annual Lake Ada Art Crawl held on Sept. 5 & 6 was a success!  This year we had five 

sites with a total of 27 artists.  Check out our website at lakeadaartcrawl.com for photos.  

Looking ahead to 2010 we are hoping participation will grow.  If you have questions regarding the 

2010 Art Crawl you may contact Sherry Chapin at 218-587-5075 or lands1@tds.net. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

      

      Say “No” to  
   “Super-Size-It?” 

 

It seems in our society, that 
marketers want us to feel that 
bigger is always better. 
 

People are buying bigger and 
bigger boats with more horsepower than ever before. 
 

If you are considering a new boat, please consider the 
size of the body of water you will be using it on. Do you 
need to fit that many people in the boat? Do you need 
to get to the opposite side of the lake in ten seconds? 
Smaller boats have much less impact on the lake, as 
well as use far less fossil fuel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Pequot Lakes 
• Nisswa 
• Bemidji 
• Nevis 
• Pine River 
• Hackensack 
• Backus 
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2010 Ada Lake Association Calendar 
May 22 Board Meeting  9 am Montgomery’s 
June 12 Business Meeting 10 am Ponto Township Hall 
July 17 Board Meeting 9 am Bork’s 
July 31 Annual Membership Meeting & Picnic  4 pm John Olson’s 
Aug 28 Board Meeting  9 am Weaver’s 



Ada Lake Association Board 
Meeting Minutes 
July 11, 2009 
 

The meeting was called to order at 
9:10 am. In attendance were: Keith 
Benjamin, Stan Bormann, Doug 
Dagenais, Doris Montgomery, Joan 
Olson, and Dave Sohn.  
 

Vice President Doug Dagenais called 
the meeting to order and thanked 
Stan and Shirley Bormann for 
hosting. 
 

Minutes of the August 30, 2008 
board meeting were approved as 
printed in the DockPost.  
 

Financial: While not in attendance, 
Paul Bork provided information 
regarding the Association’s finances. 
As of July 2009, the Association had 
a balance in checking and other 
funds of $10,923.95. The reserve for 
Fish Habitat, Invasive Species 
Emergency Fund, and Healthy Lakes 
Initiatives total $5,575, leaving 
available funds of $5,348.95. As of 
July 11, the Association had 104 
paid members, higher than previous 
years, perhaps due to President 
Benz’ letter in the Spring DockPost, 
encouraging residents to become 
members. 
 

Website: As of June 1 recorded an 
average of 7 “hits” per day. 
 

Electronics Recycling: The 
Electronics Recycling Day is set for 
Saturday June 18. Board members 
thought we should write a letter to 
Cass County to protest the closing of 
lawn waste drop off at Mark’s 
Garden. 
 

Ada Merchandize: Doris 
Montgomery reported that she has 
ordered the 2009 supply of 
merchandise, and is ready for the 
picnic.  
 

Rainfall and Lake Levels: Keith 
Benjamin reported that since he and 
his wife arrived at the lake in April, 
he has measured 6.8” of rain, about 
average. The lake level is currently 
measured at 11.82. 
 

Nominations: Doug Dagenais 
reported that Jim Peterson has 
asked to resign from the Board; his 
name will not be presented for 
nomination at the July picnic. John 
Olson has asked to be nominated to 

the Board, and the Board will take 
this to the full membership meeting 
at the annual picnic.  
 

Picnic Planning: The group 
reviewed food quantities and 
shopping assignments for the annual 
picnic. 
  
Sensitive Shoreland Preservation: 
Stan Bormann reported that he 
talked to the DNR in Backus about 
ways to preserve the state land 
surrounding Little Ada. Especially in 
light of the DNR report designating 
this area as sensitive shoreland, any 
sort of development or sale of this 
property could adversely affect the 
lake. He was told that the state has 
no plans for these parcels beyond 
forestry, but we may want to explore 
with state representative/senators 
the possibility for additional 
protections. The Board decided to 
give more thought to this issue in the 
future. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joan Olson 
 
Ada Lake Association Annual 
Meeting Minutes 
July 25, 2009 
 

President Kathleen Benz called the 
meeting to order at 5:10 pm. 
Kathleen thanked Jim & Judy 
Sheehan and Paul & Bonnie 
Scribner for hosting the picnic and 
meeting. President Benz also 
thanked Eric King for donating a 
book to the Association, which was 
raffled at the picnic. She also 
announced that the second annual 
Ada Art Crawl event will be taking 
place on Labor Day weekend.  
 

Benz then introduced nominees for 
Ada Lake Association board 
members and officers for the coming 
year: Kathleen Benz, President, 
Dave Dagenais, Vice President, Paul 
Bork, Treasurer Joan Olson, 
Secretary; and Board Members Al 
Anderson, Keith Benjamin, Stan 
Bormann, David Cater, Jon Hansen, 
David Heegaard, Laura LaBerge, 
Phil Lilja, Doris Montgomery, Jim 
Olson, John Olson, and Merle 
Weaver. 
 

The slate of officers and directors 
was approved by the association 
membership by a voice vote. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:20 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Joan Olson, Secretary 
 
Ada Lake Association Board 
Meeting Minutes 
September 5, 2009 
  
The meeting was called to order at 
9:05 am. In attendance were: Al 
Anderson, Keith Benjamin, Kathleen 
Benz, Paul Bork, David Cater, Doug 
Dagenais, Jon Hansen, David 
Heegaard, Doris Montgomery, Jim 
Olson, Joan Olson, John Olson, and 
Merle Weaver. The minutes of the 
July 25, 2009 meeting were 
summarized and approved.  
 

Treasurer’s Report: Paul Bork 
reported that as of September 5, 
2009, the Association had a balance 
in checking and other funds of 
$14,077.56. The reserve for special 
projects (including Fish Habitat, 
Invasive Species Emergency Fund, 
and Healthy Lakes Initiative) total 
$5,575, which leaves available funds 
of $8,502.56. The Association 
currently has 139 paid members, 
higher than in previous years. One of 
the Association’s certificates of 
deposit (CD) is set to mature in 
December of 2009, and would 
normally be reinvested in another 
CD. However, given that current 
rates for CD’s are less than 1%, the 
Association may put into its savings 
account until rates go up. Al 
Anderson made a motion to accept 
the treasurer’s report, Doris 
Montgomery seconded, motion 
passed. 
 

Annual Picnic: Paul Bork reported 
that 50 families and 16 guests 
attended the picnic this year, yielding 
a total attendance of 120-140 
people. This is about the same as in 
previous years. Expenses were 
down due to closer oversight on 
quantities. 
 

Additional Expenses for 2009: Paul 
Bork reported that the cost for 
membership in Minnesota Waters 
has been going up, largely due to the 
costs of individual memberships for 
each of the Association’s directors. 
The Association wants to support 



Minnesota Waters in its lobbying 
efforts on behalf of area lakes, 
however may be able to forego 
quarterly mailings and periodic email 
updates for each Director. Jon 
Hansen made a motion that the 
Association continue its membership 
in Minnesota Waters, but discontinue 
its practice of buying individual 
memberships for directors. Dave 
Heegaard seconded the motion. 
Three individual memberships are 
complimentary with an Association 
membership, and President Benz will 
determine who would receive these, 
with the intention that materials will 
be shared with all directors. Motion 
passed. The group discussed the 
possibility of saving money by 
changing the DockPost mailing to a 
bulk mailing. David Cater moved that 
Jon Hansen look into the possible 
advantages of bulk mailing for the 
Association and report back to the 
group. Dave Heegaard seconded the 
motion. Motion passed.  
 

Water: Jon Hansen and Keith 
Benjamin gave a report on rainfall, 
water levels, and water clarity. 
Detailed information on this can be 
found in this issue of the DockPost. 
Doris Montgomery added that Ada 
Brook has recently stopped running, 
after showing good water levels all 
summer long.  
 

Ada Merchandise: Doris 
Montgomery reported that it had 
been a good year for the Ada 
merchandise. The Association sells 
these at a very modest profit, in 
order to promote the lake and the 
community of lake owners.  
 

Loon Report: Jon Hansen reported 
on the loon and eagle populations on 
the lake. Detailed information can be 
found in this issue of the DockPost.  
 

Association of Cass County Lakes 
(ACCL): Jon Hansen and Kathleen 
Benz attended the July 31 meeting of 
the ACCL, where the main topic was 
invasive species in area lakes. This 
will certainly be an important issue 
for all northern Minnesota lakes in 
coming years. This year Mission 
Lake near Nisswa was found to have 
both milfoil and curly leafed 
pondweed; that lake association has 
spent in excess of $200,000 to 
control (not eradicate) these invasive 
species. This summer milfoil has 
also been discovered in Town Line 
Lake and Washburn Lake, both in 
Cass County.  
 

Sensitive Shoreland: Joan Olson 
reported that Stan Bormann has had 
additional contact with Cass County 
legislators to further protect the state 
land that adjoins Little Lake Ada. 
These areas were designated as 
sensitive shoreland by the DNR in its 
recent report, and could possibly be 
further protected if they were given 
the designation “Memorial Forest 
Status.” Stan will continue to monitor 
this situation and provide updates to 
the Association.  
 

Meeting Dates for 2010: The 
following meeting dates and 
locations were set for lake 
association meetings in the coming 
year: 
May 22, 2010, Montgomery’s 
June 12, 2010, Ponto Town Hall 
July 17, 2010, Bork’s 

July 31, 2010, John Olson’s 
August 28, 2010, Weaver’s 
 

Executive Director: President Benz 
appointed Jon Hansen as the 
Association’s Executive Director for 
the coming year. 
 

Announcements:  
Kathleen Benz noted that Eric King 
had donated a book and raffle 
proceeds to the Association at its 
annual picnic.  
Kathleen Benz thanked the Scribners 
and the Sheehans for hosting the 
picnic this year. 
 

The Electronics Day drop-off was 
very successful, and the Association 
should consider doing it again in the 
future. 
 

The markers in the South Bay will be 
reduced next year from three to two: 
one off the point, and one marking 
the shallowest point of the sunken 
island. One of the channel markers 
in the North Bay has been sheared 
off and will have to be replaced by 
next spring. 
 

The Lake Association directory is 
produced every three years and is 
scheduled for 2010. Paul Bork 
moved that the directory be printed 
and mailed as in the past. Dave 
Heegaard seconded. Motion passed. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 11:10 am. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joan Olson 
 
 
 
 
 

Ada Lake Association Board of Directors 
 

Name Office     
Kathleen Benz President     
Doug Dagenais VP     
Paul Bork Treasurer     
Joan Olson Secretary      
Jon Hansen Ex. Director     
Al Anderson Director     
Keith Benjamin Director       
Stan Bormann Director     
David Cater Director     
David Heegaard Director     
Laura LaBerge Director     
Phil Lilja  Director     
Doris Montgomery Director     
Jim Olson Director     
David Sohn Director     
Merle Weaver Director & 

Township Rep 
    

 

Preserve and Protect 
Lake Ada 


