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                President’s Letter 
                        At the risk of sounding like a broken    
                        record, this summer season has gone too  
                        fast! It has been an old-fashioned summer  
                        with plenty of heat. That has made being   
                        at Lake Ada all the more special. 
 

Speaking of special, one of the highlights of the summer 
was our annual membership meeting and picnic. We 
were fortunate again to have a beautiful site, this year at 
John and Cindy Olson's. The weather was perfect, the 
food was great, and enjoying the fellowship of our 
neighbors around the lake was terrific. Thanks to 
everyone who had a part in making the wonderful day 
happen, especially Cindy and John! 
 

We recently held the last official association board 
meeting of the year. We discussed attendance at the 
picnic and at our board meetings. That brought up the 
question, is the Association attending to the needs of our 
lake residents? Our mission is to maintain or improve the 
living, recreational, environmental and ecological 
conditions of the Ada Lake area. Since the Association 
was formed in 1982, there have been many 
accomplishments with those factors in mind. Please 
review your new green 2010 Lake Ada Directory and you 
will see in detail what I am referring to. 
 

However, is there something we, as an association and 
board, have been remiss in doing? Are there areas we 
should be concentrating on more? I welcome your input. 
Please email me at lbenz@bevcomm.net or mail me at 
the address on the back page. I cannot promise that we 
can resolve all issues, but we will evaluate and take 
action on those we can. 
 

I hope that you have a chance to enjoy the fall colors 
coming soon to Lake Ada! 
 

Kathleen Benz 
 

ps1: As always, a big thanks to Tom Sorensen and Jon 
Hansen for this super publication! 
ps2: Also, remember there is still time to support your 
Association by registering for year 2010 membership! 

 

Visit The New Lake Ada Website: 
www.minnesotawaters.org/group/ada-lake-association 



2010 Association Membership Meeting & Picnic 
 

July 31st turned out to be a perfect day for the Lake Ada Membership Meeting and Picnic. It was 80 
degrees with a light breeze and a clear sky with only a few big fluffy white clouds. 
 

This year’s event was held at the home of John & Cindy Olson, an ideal location. 
 

The Association wishes to thank the Olsons for their hospitality, as well as all the volunteers who helped to 
set up and clear away the tents and tables. We also wish to thank the cooks who tended the grills 
throughout the afternoon. 
 

A particular “thank you” goes to Dave Sohn for his leadership in organizing the arrangements that made the 
day such a success. 
 

Following lunch, President Kathleen Benz conducted a short business meeting in which officers and 
directors were elected for 2011. She thanked David Cater, who is resigning from the Board, for his many 
years of service, and Vice-President Doug Dagenais for chairing meetings in her absence. 
 

All told, 125 members and 7 guests enjoyed the afternoon. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AdaWear 
 

Doris Montgomery, of our “Lake Ada Store,” thanks everyone who purchased Lake Ada wear during the 
2010 season. 

 
Many items are still available, including some sizes and colors of adult clothing and a good selection of 

youth and toddler items. THINK CHRISTMAS!! 
 

The store is still open and Doris can be reached at 947-3217 or at pdmonty@tds.net 

Please send  
DockPost items 
to the editors:  
 
Jon Hansen:  
jon.hansen@uni.edu 
Tom Sorensen:  
wave2000@aol.com 

 

Deadlines for 
submitting 2011 
materials to be 

published: 
- April 1 

- June 13 
- Sept 1 

 

 

Tax Planning 
The Ada Lake Association is a  

501(c) 3 Environmental Corporation 
Federal ID # 41-1768228 

 
Contributions are tax deductible.  

All dues are currently used in ways that do not directly 
benefit members and they are all deductible 

contributions. 



2009 Minnesota CLMP Report 
 

Jon Hansen 
 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has released it’s Report on the Transparency of Minnesota Lakes, 
covering data collected by CLMP volunteers for June through September, 2009. Secchi transparency 
provides an indirect measure of the amount of algae in a water body, and the data is a basis for assessing 
water quality, estimations of trophic status and documentation of water quality trends over time. Water 
clarity is a simple but effective method of monitoring a lake's water quality. 
 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Citizen’s Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP) began in 1973 at the 
University of Minnesota, with the monitoring of 74 Minnesota lakes. During the summer of 2009, 1,263 
CLMP volunteers monitored 2,026 sites on 1,237 lakes; 126 in Cass County. 

 

CLMP involves the voluntary participation of citizens residing on or 
near lakes, or those who are frequent lake users. The participation of 
citizen volunteer monitors effectively increases the monitoring 
capabilities of the MPCA. Participants are asked to take weekly 
transparency measurements during the summer using a Secchi disk. 
Through this process, volunteers learn about the water quality of 
lakes in their area and gain greater awareness of the causes and 
effects of lake degradation. Lake Ada’s volunteer CLMP monitor is 
Jon Hansen. 
 

During the 2009 monitoring season the clearest water in Cass 
County was again found in Hunter Lake (near Woman Lake) with a 
seasonal mean of 27.6 ft and an individual maximum reading of 35.5 
ft. Minnesota’s clearest lake was Sabin Lake, St. Louis County, with 
a seasonal average of 51.7 and a maximum reading of 70.0 ft. 
 

Three MN lakes managed summer averages of 30 ft or more, while four others averaged less than six 
inches. One lake recorded an individual summer average of .2 ft and an individual reading of 0! Lake 
Superior averages between 65 and 75 ft. 
 

Lake Ada recorded a 2009 main lake mean of 13.7 ft and a maximum of 17.0 ft, while the North Bay 
averaged 14.3 ft and also a maximum of 17.0 ft. Hand Lake, our immediate Ada Brook upstream neighbor, 
averaged 15.3 ft, with a maximum summer reading of 19.0 ft. 
 

Lake Ada’s main lake seasonal means for the past five years were: 2008, 15.4; 2007, 15.4; 2006, 12.7; 
2005, 13.3; 2004, 16.4. Our long-term mean is 13.52 ft. 
 

Other area 2009 means were: Birch, 13.1; Black Water, 16.0; Hattie, 10.0; Island, 13.8; Norway, 7.9; Pine 
Mountain, 15.5; Ponto, 17.5; Woman, 18.2 and Whitefish, 13.1 ft. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Merle Weaver of Old Point Comfort 
won “Best Classic Car” award for his 
restored 1954 Ford pickup truck.  
 
The event was held July 4, 2010, as 
part of the Breezy Point/Pequot Lakes 
Stars & Stripes Days. 



Nature’s Fish Factory: Phenomenal, Fragile  
DNR News Release July 2010 
 

When it comes to factory tours, Dirk Peterson, Minnesota’s new fisheries chief, figures his tour rocks, 
literally. “You won’t need a hard hat or ear plugs on my tour,” he said with a smile. “Instead, we’ll be on the 
water - casting lures toward lily pads, bulrush, rock rubble and the rest of the production facility.” 
 

Though many folks don’t view lakes and rivers as factories, Peterson does. He knows they kick out the fish 
that contribute $4.8 billion a year to the state’s fishing-related economy. He also knows the lakes are 
incredibly fragile, comprising parts and processes that took thousands of years to evolve. “You can’t fix a 
lake with parts from Fleet Farm,” said Peterson. “That’s why we, as a society, must keep nature’s fish 
factory intact.” 
 

To Peterson, that means maintaining clean water, spawning sites, nursery areas, and the vegetation that 
provides shelter for some species and ambush lairs for others. “If any of these elements are missing from 
the production line, fish go missing, too,” said Peterson. 
 

He added that Minnesota’s excellent fishing is not guaranteed and cannot be taken for granted. He said 
anglers can easily see physical changes in habitat - more lakeshore development, more urbanization of 
watersheds, more removal of underwater logs and brush in the name of swimming and boating - but it is 
difficult to detect the subtle interactions beneath the surface. 
 

Peter Jacobson, a DNR fisheries research biologist, explains. “The person who peers into the water and 
sees rocks covered in a green algal slime may think nothing of it, other than don’t step there because that’s 
slippery. But a fish manager sees a very different thing in those same rocks. He or she sees the outcome of 
excessive nutrient-loading, the deterioration of walleye spawning habitat that provides Minnesota’s most 
cost-efficient way to maintain a walleye population, which is for the fish to simply reproduce naturally.” 
Jacobson explained certain algae-laden gravel bars are useless as walleye spawning habitat because the 
eggs are suffocated in the slime. 
 

“The connection between walleyes and water quality cannot be stressed enough, said Jacobson. “In the 
century ahead, the lakes that will continue to provide the best fishing are those that remain clean, resilient, 
and contain all the elements of a complex natural system.” 
 

Peterson, the DNR Fisheries Section chief, agrees. He encourages anglers statewide to get involved in 
local water policy planning, habitat conservation projects and funding initiatives for water-related 
conservation. Closer to the water, he encourages riparian property owners to conserve habitat, and to take 
steps that minimize soil erosion or nutrient loading by maintaining buffer strips or planting deep-rooted 
vegetation. These actions, as well as helping educate others on the importance of habitat, are in the best 
long-term interests of the angling and fishing-related business community. 
 

“Minnesota has a very popular and effective $3 million-a-year walleye stocking program,” said Peterson. 
“Yet we should never forget that 85 percent of the state’s walleye harvest is the result of naturally 
reproducing wild fish. Therefore, we need to keep those natural factories in good shape. They are the low-
cost way to produce fish for they require no labor, no trucks and no gasoline to take fish from here from the 
eggs to the end of your line.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sensitive Shoreland 
 

The Sensitive Shoreland Committee of the Ada Lake 
Association continues to work toward protecting undeveloped 
areas that were identified as “Sensitive” and recommended 
for protection from excessive development in the DNR report 
of 2009. Current efforts to protect this shoreland include: 
 

Aquatic Management Area: Representative John Persell led 
the attempted effort in the 2010 legislature to pass a bill 
declaring the state land on Ada as an Aquatic Management 
Area. This would provide a significant level of protection so 
long as the land is owned by the state. This bill did not make it 
through the state legislature in 2010 and the primary concern 
that made it difficult is that this is School Trust Fund land. Rep. 
Persell has met with our Sensitive Shoreland Committee and 
has indicated he intends to lead this effort again in the 2011 
session of the legislature. Rep Persell is now better educated 
on this issue, in fact he is taking a leadership role in the 
legislature with School Trust Fund lands. 
  
Conservation Easements: There is another article in this 
DockPost relative to Conservation Easements. Eligible 
landowners on Ada are being invited to a meeting to learn 
more about this process and hopefully some will want to be 
included in the grant while there is still funding available to 
assist them. Landowners who feel they might qualify but have 
not been notified should contact John Sumption as indicated 
in the Conservation Easement article in this DockPost. 
 

Resource Protection Reclassification: The DNR report of 
2009 suggested the county could take action to protect 
Sensitive Shoreland on Lake Ada. The county Shoreland 
Ordinance includes a classification of Resource Protection 
which can be applied to shoreland on lakes such as Lake 
Ada which are otherwise classified as Recreational 
Development. This is the process available to the county and 
the one currently being considered. The primary changes 
relative to residential development that result from this 
reclassification are the following: 

 

Classification:              Recreational Development Resource Protection  
   

Lot Width (ft)         150    200 
Lot Size (sq ft)                 40,000            80,000 
Building Setback (ft)        100    150 

 

A Resource Protection classification may be placed on any undeveloped lakeshore in Cass County that has 
been defined as Sensitive Shoreland by a MN DNR Sensitive Lakeshore Survey. 
 

 
 

 
Conservationist’s Corner 

Question: Which invasive species 
has done the most damage to 
Minnesota Lakes? 
 

Answer: Kentucky Bluegrass 
 
MN DNR 



Lake Learning: Fall turnover in our lakes 
 

Moriya Rufer 
 

The temperature has cooled lately and the wind has picked up. These are the 
ingredients needed for fall turnover in our lakes. I wrote about how the lakes 
separated into layers in the summer, which is called stratification. To recap, the 
layering of lakes has to do with the relationship between water density and 
temperature. 
 

Water is most dense at 39 Fahrenheit (4 degrees Celsius), and as water 
warms or cools from that mark it gets less dense. This has implications for a 
lake's structure because the denser water is heavier and will be at the bottom 
of a lake while the less dense water is lighter and will generally be at the top of 
the lake. nnesota, the sun heats the top layer of a lake (called the epilimnion) 
which causes it to become less dense. The bottom layer of the lake (called the 

hypolimnion) does not receive sunlight and therefore remains cold. Since the top layer of the lake is less dense, 
it floats on top of the bottom layer and the two do not mix. The metalimnion is the middle layer of water. The 
metalimnion also encompasses the thermocline, the area of the most drastic change in water temperature. 
 

In the fall in Minnesota, the sunlight is not as strong and the nights become cooler. This change in season allows 
the top layer of the lake to cool off. As the water cools, the density difference between the top layer of the lake 
and bottom layer is not as great. Wind can then mix the layers. Eventually the top layer fades and mixes with the 
middle layer. The thermocline sinks in the water column as the heavier upper water layer forces it deeper. Soon, 
though, the temperature in this mixed upper layer equals that of the bottom layer; wind easily mixes the entire 
water column because similar temperature and density exist throughout. This mixing allows oxygen and 
nutrients to be distributed across the whole water column again, and is called fall turnover. 
 

The timing and duration of fall turnover depends on the size and depth of the lake. Sometimes it can occur in a 
couple days and sometime it takes a week or more. The deeper the lake, the longer the water column takes to 
become uniform in temperature since the bottom stays cooler. Most lakes in Minnesota that are deeper than 
about 20 feet turnover in early to mid October. 
 

You can track fall turnover in an individual lake a couple different ways. The easiest way is with a Secchi disk 
and a water thermometer. A Secchi disk measures water clarity. During fall turnover, the clarity of a lake usually 
decreases because mixing brings up nutrient rich water from the bottom of the lake and causes the lake to look 
cloudy. Sometimes there is even a distinct smell as decomposing plants, algae and other matter surfaces. Then, 
when turnover is complete, the clarity increases dramatically. If you take Secchi disk readings and surface water 
temperature readings every day or every other day in late September and early October, you can track fall 
turnover. Once the surface is 39 degrees F and the water clarity is deeper than it's been all summer, you will 
know that turnover is complete. to track fall turnover and the sinking of the thermocline is to take the temperature 
at 2-foot intervals from the surface of the lake to the bottom. You can tie a rope to a thermometer and mark 2-
foot intervals on the rope. If you graph a line of temperature versus depth in the lake, you can see how the lake 
cools off and becomes uniform in temperature after turnover. 

 

Some people report that fishing is not as good during fall turnover. The main 
reason fishing is harder is because the fish move and are more dispersed. In 
the summer, walleyes school in high oxygenated holes and structures. When 
the lake mixes, the oxygen levels become uniform throughout the lake so fish 
can roam anywhere. 
 

Most lakes in northern Minnesota are considered dimictic, meaning they mix 
twice a year - spring and fall. Shallow lakes, less than 15-20 feet, behave 
differently and can mix more often throughout the summer. 
 
 
 

Moriya Rufer is the Lakes Monitoring Program Coordinator for RMB 
Environmental Laboratories in Detroit Lakes. ©2007 RMB Environmental 
Laboratories, Inc. 



From the Monitoring Station . . . 
 
-- Karen Benjamin, lake levels -- Keith Benjamin, rainfall -- Jon Hansen, water clarity (CLMP) -- 
 
2010 water monitoring began April 2nd, the same day the ice went out. Although April 2nd is an early ice-
out date, it is not the earliest ever. As recently as 2000 the ice went out on the same date; April 2nd. 
 
The rain gauge was installed April 18th and, as of Sept 1st, has recorded a total of 20.75 inches. So far, 
we’ve experienced a moist summer; 5.05 inches of rainfall above normal. Normal Lake Ada precipitation for 
the period is 15.7 inches. 

 
The water level gauge was installed April 24th and was 
calibrated by the DNR on May 11th. Although we 
began the season with low water levels, late-April rains 
returned the lake to almost normal and abundant 
summer rainfall kept the lake relatively high. On August 
25th the lake gauge read 1324.6, the same reading 
recorded in 2009. As of Sept 1st lake level stood at 
1324.59. Lake Ada is normally above the outlet dam in 
spring, at or slightly below dam level in summer, and 
below the dam by fall. This year the water did not drop 
below the dam until mid-July, and returned to dam 
level on Aug 25th. Lake Ada water level data is 
forwarded to Lake Level Minnesota, a program of the 
Minnesota Department of Natural resources. 
 

Water clarity (CLMP) testing began on May 
4th. The year started with very cloudy water 
in the north bay and unusually clear water 
in the main lake. By early June, however, 
both sites had stabilized at 15 feet. The 
diminished north bay clarity observed in 
May was likely the result of spring turn-
over. By mid-August we had 16 feet in the 
north bay and 14 feet in the main lake. 
Readings of 15 feet (main lake) and 16 feet 
(north bay) were taken Sept 1st. The 2010 
main lake average of 15 feet is much better 
than our long-term average of 13.3. It’s long 
been observed that Lake Ada responds to 
wet weather with cloudy water and to dry 
weather with clear water, but during 2010 
that was not the case. Despite the amount 
of stormwater runoff being discharged into the lake, the water remained quite clear. Possible reasons 
include increased use of non-phosphorus fertilizers and the successful completion of the Lake Ada Septic 
Survey, during which 60 septic systems were upgraded. The main lake traditionally begins the season 
clearer than the north bay, but as summer progresses, the bay catches up and usually ends as the clearer 
of the two. So far this year, however, neither can seem to decide which is best. 
 
Lake Ada transparency readings are forwarded to the Citizen’s Lake Monitoring Program, Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency. 
 
Be sure to check the new Lake Ada Website www.minnesotawaters.org/group/ada-lake-association for fall 
water monitoring updates. 
 



Lake Ada Area Electronics Drop-Off 
  
Dave Sohn 
 
Saturday July 17th was area electronics recycling day at Lake Ada. The 
following electronic items were delivered to the Cass County Recycle 
Center at Pine River, to be forwarded to a recycle/reclaiming center in 
Wisconsin for processing. 
Lake Associations from Ada and Ponto were involved in the event. 
 
Thanks to the workers from Lake Ada and Ponto Lake on Saturday and 
Monday for the collecting and unloading of the items and to JoAnn, Scott 
and Martin at the Pine River Center for their help. Many thanks also to Bill 
Young and Mike Rother for the use of their trailers.  

 

We hope people will start to think of – “Recycle and Reuse” more! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(L to R) Merle Weaver, 
Mark Frank, Bill Dobson, 
Don Catchpool, Scott 
Sweeney.  
 
Photo by Dave Sohn. 

 
  

ATV Deaths on the Rise in Minnesota 
 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) officials are concerned 
about the recent upward trend in all-terrain vehicle (ATV) deaths. So far this 
year, 16 people have died in ATV accidents in the state. That compares to 14 
for all of 2009. 
 

“It’s hard to really draw conclusions on why they’re happening, other than the 
reckless operation of the ATVs themselves,” said Capt. Mike Hammer, DNR 
Safety Education coordinator. “ATV riding is very popular in Minnesota, but 
people are operating ATVs beyond their capability.” 
 

The latest fatality occurred on Aug. 1 in Carver County. The operator was a 49-year-old man with no formal 
ATV safety training, which is common to all fatalities this year. 
 

ATV rollovers were also to blame. The higher center of gravity on an ATV means there’s an increased risk 
for a rollover, Hammer said. Since July 4, ATV rollovers have claimed the lives of six Minnesotans. 
 

Minnesota had 17 ATV-related fatalities in 2008. A record 24 occurred in 2004. 
 

Hammer recommends that all ATV riders complete the course regardless of age and follow these basic 
safety principles.  
 

Anyone born after July 1, 1987, must complete an ATV CD Training Course before operating an ATV. The 
course covers a variety of topics including safety and rules and can be obtained through the DNR at a cost 
of $15. 

Item 2009 2010 

Televisions    93 72 
Computers 38 26 
Monitors 42 43 
Printers 25 13 
Peripherals 20 12 
VCR's 3 23 
Fax Machines 4 2 
Stereos 7 15 
Audio/Video Eq. 18 7 
Microwaves 18 4 
Radios 1 11 
Circuit Boards 3 5 
Misc. 10 43 

 



 

DNR Talking Trash: DNR News Release 
 
For many Minnesotans there is nothing like walking on a frozen lake, carving a hole and pulling up an 
elusive fish from the depths below. When word gets out that there’s a good fish bite on a lake, ice anglers 
descend on the spot. Often that pristine environment becomes littered with bottles, cans, cigarette butts, or 
worse. 
 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
conservation officers say the biggest problem is identifying 
the perpetrators. “Lakes are normally ringed by fish houses 
this time of year so conservation officers find it challenging 
to identify who is leaving trash on a lake,” said Capt. Ken 
Soring, DNR Enforcement northeast regional manager in 
Grand Rapids. “Another factor is the wind, which makes it 
difficult to prove where the trash came from. And we just 
don’t have enough conservation officers to thoroughly 
enforce litter laws.” 
 
Litter is a petty misdemeanor criminal charge with a fine of 
up to $300. 

 
Conservation officers also have Solid Waste Civil Citation authority. These civil citations are “by the pound” 
or “by the cubic foot” penalties, and since they are not criminal charges, they don’t require proof beyond a 
reasonable doubt. The person suspected of littering must pay the penalty and clean up the mess. 
Conservation officers on Lake Mille Lacs utilize a blaze orange “notice” door tag with a label pasted on the 
back that essentially asks people to take their litter and blocking materials with them. Officers place the tag 
on fish houses, especially those that have litter around them. The tag also mentions the statute and 
potential penalty for violating the law. 
 
“Officers will be documenting houses that have litter around them or look like they may be abandoned,” said Lt. 
Rita Frenzel, Lake Mille Lacs District Enforcement supervisor. “Given the size of Mille Lacs and the number of 
houses, this may be somewhat hit and miss. But we will be diligent in pursuing litter cases.” She noted officers 
will also be talking to resort owners about removing blocking material and remnants of ice bridges discarded on 
lakes. 
 
The DNR offers the following tips to keep Minnesota waterways clean: 
• Set an example for others, especially children, by not littering. 
• Properly dispose of tangled fishing line to prevent wildlife from being trapped and injured. 
• It is unlawful to dispose of ice fishing shacks anywhere in the state. Check with local refuse provider or 

landfill for disposal. 
• Litter is a costly problem that we all end up paying for to keep our roadways, parks, and waterways 

clean. The act of littering not only hurts our pocketbooks, but it also causes harm to our environment in 
many ways. 

• Keep a litterbag or trash container in your fish house, dark house, or shelter. 
• Secure trash container covers to prevent wind or animals from spreading litter. 
• Cover and secure any vehicle, truck, or trailer carrying refuse. 
• When visiting any recreation area, make sure to leave the area clean for the next person to enjoy.  
 
Winter will soon be here! Let’s have everyone do their part to maintain clean winter ice and a clean spring thaw. 
 
 
 
 

Recycle fish too! 



Lake Ada Property Owners are Eligible 
for Conservation Easement Grants 
 
Cass County Environmental Services Department, 
in collaboration with the Leech Lake Area 
Watershed Foundation, has received a legislative 
appropriation of $300,000 from the Minnesota 
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund to 
provide financial assistance to shoreland property 
owners of sensitive shoreland who are willing to 
donate a perpetual conservation easement on their 
property. (Insert name of lake) is among the 18 
Cass County lakes identified through the DNR 
Sensitive Shoreland study as a high priority for the 
project. Sensitive shorelands are areas of unique 
ecological significance for fish and wildlife habitat. 
 
A conservation easement is a legal restriction on a 
property that permanently limits development in 
order to protect natural resources. The project will 
fund the closing costs on 12-15 donated 
easements, with priority given to properties that are 
largely undeveloped and fall within designated 
sensitive shoreland areas. By limiting development, 
water quality and important fish and wildlife habitat 
is protected. When the landowner donates an 
permanent easement to their property they retain 
ownership and use of the property while the 
development rights are held by a qualified entity, 
which will be either Cass County or the Minnesota 
Land Trust per the landowner’s preference. If the 
property is sold or inherited, the easement passes 
on to the future owners to insure permanent 
protection of the resources. If desired, the 
landowner can set aside future building sites or 
uses in the easement.  
 
The project grants will provide a willing landowner 
with financial incentive (approximately $15,000 per 
easement) to put in the easement in place. This 
would cover costs for appraisals, land surveys, 
legal reviews, documentation of conservation 
values, and other associated costs. Conservation 
easements usually qualify for an IRS charitable 
deduction. Property taxes will not necessarily be 
reduced by placing an easement on the property. 
Every easement is individually tailored to the 
landowner’s conservation interests. 
 
For more information on participating, contact John 
Sumption, land conservation specialist with the 
Leech Lake Area Watershed Foundation, at: (218) 
363-2942 or sumptionenv@gmail.com. Or, contact 
Cass County Environmental Services at: 218-547-
7256. 

 

2010 Loon and Non-game Report 
 
Jon Hansen 
 
Three loon nesting platforms were placed on the 
lake in early April, immediately following ice-out. 
Two of the platforms were accompanied by “Loon 
Nesting Area” marker buoys. 
 
It was interesting to watch what effect the early 
spring had on loon nesting activities. Although the 
ice went out April 2nd (very early), and all loon 
nesting platforms were in by April 5th, the loons 
didn’t seem interested, and didn’t actually begin 
nesting until May 4th. The early ice-out apparently 
went unnoticed. 
 
From two of the platform nests plus one natural 
nest on the island, five chicks were hatched by mid-
June. The Little Ada nest produced no chicks for 
the third consecutive year. Unfortunately, by June 
25th only two Lake Ada babies had survived. The 
single chick hatched in the north bay did not survive 
a loon fight between the parents and an intruder 
loon. The island twins disappeared about a week 
apart, apparently the victims of predators. As of this 
writing, the surviving twins, hatched from a platform 
in the south bay, were doing very well and growing 
rapidly. 
 
During the 2010 season 20+ adult loons, including 
seven pairs, were observed on a regular basis. The 
average count was 20. The maximum number 
observed on the lake at one time was 28, but the 
largest ‘gathering” numbered only 11. On 
September 1st, 13 adults and two chicks were 
counted. 
 
In addition to loons, two pairs of bald eagles and 
three bald eagle chicks were observed. No grebes 
were observed during the 2010 season. 
 
Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & 
Marilyn Hansen. Data is forwarded to Minnesota 
Loon Watchers, a Minnesota DNR Non-Game 
Wildlife Program. 
 
 



Nature's Notebook 
Eagle incident with loons and ducks 
 

Andrea Lee Lambrecht 
 

"Mom, come and see what's happening with the 
loons!" 
 

"What, what?" 
 

"Get over here! It's the eagle!" Mariah exclaimed in 
a rushed tone as she ran to get the binoculars. 
 

I hurried to see what the commotion was about as 
my teenage daughter breathlessly continued her 
story. 
 

"The eagles are circling around and then diving at 
the loons, and I think they might have taken the 
chick," she cried in distress. 
 

My heart plummeted as we had daily watched the 
loons steadfastly tend their nest through tornadic 
weather, plummeting rain and scorching sun. If 
indeed the chick had been snatched by one of the 
eagles, I was not surprised. It's just a fact of life, in 
spite of how heartbreaking and disappointing the 
act. 
 

"And, they're trying to take the ducklings, too!" 
 

Again, no surprise to me. 
 

By the time I got down to the dock, all was quiet. 
Mariah relayed the incident in more detail, telling 
me about the adult loons rising up, arching their 
wings and vocalizing. She told me both eagles had 
darted from out of the wooded ridge with great 
speed and then steeply dove down to the water. 
 

After we caught our breath and calmed down, I 
reminded her the eagles had three large eaglets to 
feed. 
 

This is the time of year our family keeps vigil in 
anticipation and then celebrates the birth of wood 
duck and mallard ducklings, and with a bit of luck, a 
loon chick or two, as well as an eaglet. 
 

Through tumultuous weather, with predation and 
natural mortality, we hope the offspring survive. We 
tally the young, watch them become juveniles and 
then, like teenagers, become independent. 
 

Often we are joyous. Other times we nearly weep 
as youngsters disappear or die. One year the eagle 
nest on our property plummeted to the ground 
during a raging storm, and two eaglets perished. 

Many years our loons have not raised a chick to 
see it become airborne. 
 

A few weeks ago Mariah watched in despair as a 
duckling was seized from below, undoubtedly by a 
northern or snapping turtle. We've witnessed 
broods dwindle day by day. 
 

We cheered when three eaglets climbed out from 
the depths of the nest to dry their feathers after a 
bracing wind and pelleting rain. Until then, we 
thought there was only a single eaglet. Never in all 
the decades that I have monitored this nest had it 
produced triplets. 
 

Yesterday, the trio was testing their wings. Soon 
they will fledge and fly the coop. As the summer 
streams by, more ducklings will disappear. Broods 
will shrink. All that survive to see autumnal days will 
take wing. Some will not make it to their southern 
destinations. Others may become victims of oil and 
perish. Many will not make the northbound 
migration next spring to return to our land of lakes. 
 

So, these are the exciting ups and the excruciating 
downs of life in the wild. Still, we watch and wait, 
hoping for the best, but preparing for the worst. 
 

Andrea Lee Lambrecht is a naturalist, nature writer 
and outdoor photographer. This article is 
copyrighted by Andrea Lee Lambrecht and was 
reprinted with permission of the author. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVEST IN THE FUTURE 

RELEASE YOUR CATCH 

Endorsed by the Ada Lake 

Association 

 

WANTED 
 

Photos of any current 
or former Lake Ada resorts 
• Photo postcards or photos • 

 

Would like to scan and convert them to a 
digital image for Lake Ada History 

 

Photos will be returned ASAP 
 

Please Contact: pdsohn@tds.net 
 



“Pick it or Ticket.”  
 

That’s what will happen if 
people don’t do their part to 
stop the spread of aquatic 
invasive species, according 
to Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).  
 

DNR conservation officers 
and watercraft inspectors 

will step-up enforcement of invasive species. They 
will also be out educating boaters about a new law 
that went into effect July 1, 2010, requiring 
boaters to now remove the plug and drain water 
before leaving any lake and river in Minnesota. 
 

 “Our lakes and rivers are too important to take for 
granted,” explained Larry Kramka, DNR assistant 
commissioner. “Boaters need to be accountable 
and personally responsible to prevent the further 
spread of aquatic invasives.” 
 

The water draining law is intended to help prevent 
the spread of fish diseases such as VHS, and 
invasive species such as zebra mussels and spiny 
waterfleas that cannot be seen when free floating in 
the water in early life stages. 
 

Boaters are now required by law to: 
• Remove aquatic plants and zebra mussels from 

boats and trailers. 
• Drain all water, including pulling the drain 

plug, open water draining devises, and 
draining bilges and live wells. 

• Drain bait buckets when exiting lakes that have 
been designated as infested with spiny water 
flea or zebra mussels. Anglers can keep 
unused bait when leaving infested waters if they 
replace the water with tap or spring. 

 

The increased enforcement efforts will include an 
increased presence at public water accesses at 
infested waters where officers will look closely for 
violators of existing laws who could face fines from 
$50 up to $1,000. 
 

Minnesota’s water resources are threatened by 
numerous aquatic invasive species such as the 
zebra mussels, Eurasian watermilfoil and spiny 
waterfleas. These species can be easily spread 
within the state if citizens, businesses and visitors 
don’t take the necessary steps to contain them. 
 

The zebra mussel populations currently in Lake 
Mille Lacs, Alexandria chain of lakes 

(Le Homme Dieu, Carlos, and Geneva), Pelican 
Lake in Otter Tail County, Prior Lake in Scott 
County and Rice Lake near Brainerd are a 
particular concern as they can be key sources for 
zebra mussel spread. (Zebra mussels were 
recently discovered in Lake Minnetonka.) 
 

 For more information about aquatic invasive 
species, visit http://www.mndnr.gov/. 
 
 
 

Governor Rejects Revised Shoreland 
Rules 
  
Minnesota regulators spent years devising more 
protective shore land and dock rules to guide new 
development along state lakes. 
  
But Gov. Tim Pawlenty sent them back to the 
drawing board, rejecting their revisions as 
"overreaching'' and as undermining local control 
and property rights. He suggested the Legislature 
take up the matter next winter. 
  
Pawlenty's decision means decades-old standards 
for lakeshore construction and docks that are 
commonly considered out of date will be around a 
good while longer. If the governor had accepted the 
draft changes, a public hearing process would have 
begun soon, and new standards could have been in 
place next year. 
  
MN Waters' Executive Director Marian Bender was 
interviewed by MPR on the issue and described the 
governor's decision as "heartbreaking." 
  
Marian commented: "So many hours of time and so 
many tax payer dollars were spent on the very 
inclusive process to revise these rules - we feel it is 
irresponsible for the governor to just say "start 
over." The developers, the counties, the cities, 
shoreland owners, and industry had a very large 
role in drafting these rules - they were all 
represented on the stakeholder committee, which 
met every month for almost a year to go over the 
rules sentence by sentence. They had time to voice 
their opinion. MN Waters was also on that 
committee, and I didn't hear that the other 
members felt that the DNR was overreaching." 
  
MN Waters and several coalitions of lake 
associations signed on to a commentary letter 
outlining concern over the governor's decision. 
 

August, 2010, Minnesota Waters, Confluence 

 



David Cater Resigns 
from Board of 
Directors 
 

David Cater recently 
announced his retirement 
from the Ada Association 
Board of Directors following 

many years of service. David joined the Board in 
1996. He served as Association Vice-President 
from 2000 to 2003 and President from 2003 to 
2006. He took part in CLMP sampling and water 
chemical testing from 1998 through 2002 and 
helped with hazard marker buoy installation for 
many seasons. David was a dedicated, active 
Board member for fourteen years and his presence 
will be sorely missed. Thank you, David. 
 

 
Ada Lake Association Board Meeting 
July 17, 2010 
 

Vice President Doug Dagenais called the meeting to 
order at 9:10 AM at the home of Stan and Shirley 
Bormann. 
 

In attendance were: Al Anderson, Stan Bormann, Shirley 
Bormann, Doug Dagenais, Doris Montgomery, Jim 
Olson, Phyllis Olson, David Sohn, Merle Weaver and 
Representative John Persell. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report prepared by 
Paul Bork was presented by Merle Weaver. As of July 
17, 2010, the association had total funds of $12,836. 
Reserves for Fish Habitat, Invasive Species Emergency 
Fund and Bouy Maintenance totals $5,974 resulting in a 

balance of available funds of $6,862. We have 99 paid 
members as of July 17.  
 

Electronic Recycling: David Sohn reported that two 
electronic recycling sites were available from 9 AM to 4 
PM on Saturday, July 17. The north site was at the Back 
40 near Ponto Lake and the other site was across the 
road from the Harriet Club. The sites were supervised by 
members of area lake associations. 
 

ACCL Meeting: A brief report was made regarding the 
Association of Cass County Lakes (ACCL) meeting held 
on June 25, 2010. At that meeting, Rep. John Persell 
talked about the proposed Aquatic Management Area for 
the state owned land designated as sensitive shoreland 
of Lake Ada. 
 

Picnic Planning: There was discussion about the food 
and items needed for the Ada Lake Association picnic on 
Saturday, July 31. Various assignments were made  
for shopping and for providing equipment and supplies. 
David Sohn will summarize the items to be purchased 
and the various assignments for those involved. Board 
members are requested to be at the picnic site at John 
and Cindy Olson’s at noon to help set-up for the picnic. 
 

Representative John Persell: Rep. Persell attended our 
meeting and said he is committed to protecting the lakes 
of Minnesota. He has a 28 year career as a Biologist and 
Hydrologist working on aquatic management of lakes. 
Rep. Persell introduced legislation in 2010 to designate 
certain permanent school fund land on Ada Lake as an 
Aquatic Management Area. The Bill passed through the  
Environmental Policy Committee and was referred to the 
Finance Committee. It did not pass out of the Finance 
Committee. Rep. Persell is working with two other 
Representatives on resolving some of the issues that 
prevented the Bill from passing out of the Finance 
Committee. He wants to bring the Bill to the 2011 
legislative session and would like input from the Ada 
Lake Association to help develop information for 
presenting the Bill. Additional meetings with Rep. Persell 
may be held later this year. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 AM. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Al Anderson, Acting Secretary 

 
Ada Lake Association Annual Meeting 
July 31, 2010 
  
President Kathleen Benz called the meeting to order at 
5:33 pm. Kathleen thanked John and Cindy Olson for 
hosting the picnic and meeting. She also thanked David 
Cater for his many years of service to the board; Cater 
will not be seeking reelection this year. Benz also 
thanked Doug Dagenais, Vice President, who has 
chaired several Association meetings in recent months 
in Benz’ absence.  
 

Benz presented the slate of Officers and Directors of the 
Ada Lake Association for the coming year: 

In Memory… 
Richard H. “Dick” Lahn, 69, of Anoka/Silver Bay 
and Smith Estates, Lake Ada, passed away 
August 12, 2010, in Duluth, after a courageous 
battle with cancer. 
 

Dick was a longtime electrical engineer at 
Honeywell and Alliant Technology. He also 
worked with Project Lead the Way, a pre-
engineering program for middle high school 
students. 
 

He is survived by his loving wife, Lynne 
Ferguson; sons Rick (Denise), Matt (Melissa) 
and Aaron (Connie); stepchildren; and 14 
grandchildren. Lynne Ferguson is a long time 
resident of Lake Ada. 
 

A memorial service was held Saturday, August 
21, at First Memorial Funeral Chapel, Edina. 



President - Kathleen Benz 
Vice President - Doug Dagenais  
Treasurer - Paul Bork 
Secretary - Joan Grathwol Olson 
Directors: Al Anderson, Keith Benjamin, Stan Bormann, 
Jon Hansen, David Heegard, Laura LeBerge, Phil Lilja, 
Doris Montgomery, Jim Olson, David Sohn and Merle 
Weaver. 
 

The slate of officers and Directors was approved by the 
Association membership by a voice vote. 
 

President Benz closed with an announcement of the 3
rd

 
Annual Art Crawl on Lake Ada, which now includes 
many artists along Highway 84 between Pine River and 
Longville on Labor Day Weekend, Sept 4 and 5. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:37 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Joan Grathwol Olson, Secretary 

 
Ada Lake Association Board Meeting  
August 28, 2010 
 

Attending: Al Anderson, Kathleen Benz, Paul Bork, Jon 
Hansen, Doris Montgomery, Joan Olson, David Sohn, 
Merle Weaver 
 

Call to Order: President Benz called the meeting to order 
at 9:00 AM. She thanked Merle and Naree Weaver for 
hosting the meeting and providing refreshments. 
 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the July 31 Annual 
Meeting were approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Paul Bork reported as of August 28, 
the Association had total funds of $15,675. Reserves 
established for buoy maintenance, fish habitat and 
invasive species emergency total $5,974, leaving 
available funds of $9,701. The Association has 142 paid 
members and 6 pre-paid members, slightly ahead of 
previous years in both number of members and total 
funds received. The Treasurer’s Report was approved. 
The group discussed Association expenses that have 
yet to be incurred for the 2010 year; Treasurer Bork 
reported that all expenses have been paid, with the 
exception of printing/mailing of the fall Dockpost 
newsletter, which should come to approximately $800. 
Another possible expense could be the replacement of 
the marker buoys; we will know when they are removed 
if they need to be replaced before spring. 
 

Picnic Report: The 2010 Ada Lake Annual Picnic was 
held on July 31, hosted by John and Cindy Olson. The 
weather was beautiful, sunny and 86 degrees, and 
attendance was strong: 45 families and approximately 
125 people in attendance. Dave Sohn has prepared a 
detailed report on quantities, logistics, etc. that should be 
helpful when planning next year’s event. 
 

Water Reports: Jon Hansen reported for Keith and 
Karen Benjamin that as of August 23, Lake Ada has 

seen 20” of rain for the year, which is well above the 
normal rainfall of 17-18” inches through September. As 
of August 25, the lake level was measured at 1324.6, the 
same level as 2009. The water clarity is very good for 
this time of year: 16’ in the North Bay and 14’ in the main 
lake. These measurements are quite good considering 
the fact that heavy rains often reduce water clarity. The 
group noted the exceptional work on Lake Ada’s septic 
system survey that is surely contributing to water clarity. 
The more widespread use of low phosphorus fertilizers 
was also cited as an important contributor to good water 
clarity. 
 

Loon Report: Jon Hansen reported that the loon 
population has reached 20+ adult birds, with 2 surviving 
chicks his year. Loon population is strong on Lake Ada 
compared to other nearby lakes. 
 

Lake Ada Merchandise: Doris Montgomery reported that 
this year’s new designs in Lake Ada wear have been 
well received. There is good availability in children’s 
designs and limited numbers of adult T-shirts and 
hoodies still available. 
 

Dates and Locations for 2011 Meetings:  
Board Meeting May 28 Dave Sohn’s home 
Annual Business Meeting June 11 Ponto Township Hall 
Board Meeting/Picnic Planning July 16 Doris 
Montgomery’s home 
Annual Membership Meeting and Picnic July 30 TBD 
Board Meeting August 27 Paul Bork’s home 
 

New Business:  
Given Paul Bork’s strong performance in the board’s 
Treasurer position and the specialized skills required for 
this post, the Board will recommend the following 
change to the By-Laws, to be voted on by the 
membership at the June 11, 2011 Business Meeting: 
“The Board of Directors, by majority vote, may extend 
office term limitations in cases of unusual or specialized 
need.” 
President Benz appointed Jon Hansen to act as 
Executive Director for the next year.  
Dave Sohn reported on the success of the recycle event 
in July. Results were similar to last year, and saved 
many tons of electronic materials being thrown out, 
potentially harming area lake and ground water. The 
event will be repeated next year. 
Dave Sohn reported that there will be a few volunteers at 
the public access in the next several weeks informing 
boaters about invasive species. 
Dave Sohn also shared some research he has been 
working on regarding the historic resorts on Lake Ada. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 am. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Joan Olson 
 
 

  
 
 

Please send in your 2010 membership dues 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ada Photographers!
Send your shots to Tom at wave2000@aol.com for the website and DockPost

Eric King

Eric King

Trese Sorensen

Marilyn Hansen

Stan Bormann

Tom Sorensen

Stan Bormann



Ada Lake Association Board of Directors 
 

Name Office     
Kathleen Benz President     
Doug Dagenais VP     
Paul Bork Treasurer     
Joan Olson Secretary      
Jon Hansen Ex. Director     
Al Anderson Director     
Keith Benjamin Director       
Stan Bormann Director     
David Heegaard Director     
Laura LaBerge Director     
Phil Lilja  Director     
Doris Montgomery Director     
Jim Olson Director     
David Sohn Director     
Merle Weaver Director & 

Township Rep 
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Art Crawl and Arts Off Art Crawl and Arts Off Art Crawl and Arts Off Art Crawl and Arts Off 
84 a Great Success!84 a Great Success!84 a Great Success!84 a Great Success!    

 
Labor Day weekend had many 

travelers enjoying the arts and crafts 
and more at several locations along 
Highway 84 spanning Pine River to 

Longville. 
More is expected for an even better 

event in 2011! Stay posted! 

Filming of Avatar II to 
be “on location” at 
Lake Ada 
 

According to a very secret and unreliable 
source, the sequel of the fantastical Avatar 
movie will use our lake for the backdrop. 
  
Producers are pleased that much money will 
be saved with Lake Ada’s natural features 
already being in 3D. 
 

“The flora and fauna are magical in their 
own right; we will not need to artificially 
digitally create dynamic and wonderful 
beauty,” said Director U. Betcha. 

2011 Ada Lake Association Calendar 
May 28 Board Meeting  9 am Sohn’s 
June 12 Annual Business Meeting 10 am Ponto Township Hall 
July 16 Board Meeting 9 am Montgomery’s 
July 30 Annual Membership Meeting & Picnic  4 pm TBA 
Aug 27 Board Meeting  9 am Bork’s 


