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                President’s Letter 
                       As I write this letter in mid-June I am on the                       
                       “DL” - disabled list! I am recovering from     
                       total knee replacement surgery. It was a bit   
                       more involved that I thought it would be.    
                       Therefore, I had to miss the May 
association meeting and the June annual meeting, much 
to my dismay. Thanks to all of you that picked up the 
slack for me. 
  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank David Cater 
for his many years of dedicated service to the Ada Lake 
Association. He has chosen to resign from the board of 
directors. Thank you, David, and you will be missed! 
  

Our annual membership meeting and picnic is July 31, 
2010. It is always a great time to meet our neighbors 
around the lake. Of course, we have some great cooks as 
everyone shares their specialty dish. The picnic will be 
held at John and Cindy Olson's home at 1379 Smith Dr. 
N.W. Thank you, Olsons, for hosting this event. There is 
new Lake Ada merchandise - so plan to check it out with 
Doris and do some shopping. You can also pay your 
membership dues at that time. Let' make this the best 
year ever for membership! 
  

Echo Publishing has put out a nice publication called 
Love of Lakes 2010 Edition. There are some very good 
articles about area lakes, but especially a neat story 
about Lake Ada. Pick up a copy at tourist sites. It's free! 
  

As always, a big "Thank You" to Jon Hansen and Tom 
Sorensen for all the work they put into the DockPost. Also 
to all volunteers, who’s time and talent makes Lake Ada 
better today and for generations to come. 
  

Enjoy the summer! 
Kathleen Benz 

New Lake Ada Website 
Minnesota Waters (our host for the Association’s website) 
has recently moved their website as well as the websites 
for participating lake associations. Our new web address:  
 

www.minnesotawaters.org/group/ada-lake-association 
 

They also changed the website development software, 
which meant a rebuild of our site. Please visit our new 
site and provide comments, photos, stories, whatever!  



 
 

Fire at Ada Pine Beach 
 
On Tuesday May 25th, Ada Pine 
Beach Resort suffered a fire resulting 
in the total loss of one cabin. The 
cause of the fire was not known. 
 
Owner Leroy Invie was preparing the 
cabin for rental when he discovered 
flames coming from underneath. The 
cabin was destroyed in less than 
fifteen minutes. Pine River and 
Backus fire departments responded 
to the call and were able to limit the 
blaze to the single structure. 
 
The Invies plan to replace the cabin 
and return to full operation as soon 
as possible. 
 

 

A windstorm hit Lake Ada on Saturday, May 22nd, resulting in high waves, toppled trees 
and shoreline damage 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU!!! 
 

Thanks to Harry Robbins and the Robbins Marker Buoy Crew: Harry Robbins, Grant Robbins, Grayson 
Robbins, John Couchman, Tim Couchman and David Morgan, for tending our lake hazard markers both 

last fall and this spring. 

Photo by Dave Sohn 

Photo by Eric King 



Don't move firewood —Buy it where you burn it! 
 

• It is against the law (M.S. 89.551 Sec. 2 Subd.3b) to bring unapproved firewood into any state park, state 
forest or day-use area. 
• Find a DNR approved firewood vendor near your destination, Be sure to keep your receipt to show proof of 
purchase. 
• Firewood can harbor many different kinds of invasive pests that are harmful to Minnesota trees. Firewood 
restrictions are needed to help prevent the introduction or spread of damaging forest pests including 
emerald ash borer, gypsy moth, and oak wilt. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milfoil in Minnesota 
 

Eurasian watermilfoil continues to threaten Minnesota lakes and streams. Following 
is a cumulative breakdown of infested waterbodies listed by year of discovery: 
 
1987  1 
1988  9 
1989  24 
1990  37 
1991  51 
1992  63 
1993  68 
1994  70 

1995  78 
1996  83 
1997  88 
1998  98 
1999  106 
2000  121 
2001  133 
2002  141 

2003  153 
2004  165 
2005  178 
2006  192 
2007  203 
2008  220 
2009  232

 

Help control the spread of Eurasian watermilfoil. Clean your boat and trailer 
before launching, remove the drain plug before transporting, and encourage others 
to do the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conservationist’s Corner 
 

The main way invasive species get into lakes, 
rivers, and wetlands is by “hitching” rides with 

anglers, boaters, and other outdoor 
recreationists. 

 

Inspect your boat, trailer, and equipment and 
remove visible aquatic plants, animals, and mud 

before leaving the water access. MN DNR 



2010 Minnesota AIS Legislation 
 
Minnesota Waters, Confluence 
May 2010 
 
Responding to citizen concern about the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS), the MN State 
legislature addressed a number of AIS-related pieces of legislation put forward by the DNR and citizen 
groups during the 2010 session. 
  
MN Waters is happy to report that MN State statute was amended to require draining of all boats and 
equipment before transporting them on public roads, and requires that all drains must remain open 
during transport. In addition, that amendment requires the DNR commissioner to advise the legislature 
by January 15 of every odd-numbered year of additional measures required to protect public waters 
from the human transport of AIS. 

From the Monitoring Station... 
Karen Benjamin, lake levels 
Keith Benjamin, rainfall 
Jon Hansen, water clarity (CLMP) 
 
2010 water monitoring began April 2nd, the day Lake Ada 
was clear of winter ice. Although April 2 is an early ice-out 
date, it is not the earliest ever. As recently as 2000 the ice 
went out on the exact same date; April 2nd. 
 
Our rain gauge was installed April 18th and has since 
recorded a total of 5.8 inches of rainfall; normal 
precipitation for the period. 

 
The water level gauge was installed April 24th and was calibrated by the DNR May 11th. Although we 
began the season with rather low water levels, generous late-April rains returned the lake to almost normal. 
On April 24 the gauge read 1324.69 and on May 4, 1324.70. Lake levels this low are normally not reached 
until late June or early July. By May 14 the lake had returned to 1324.87, but was back down to 1324.67 on 
June 10th. We appear to be heading into summer with a below average water level. (The Lake Ada outlet 
dam is 1324.60’.) 
 
Water clarity (CLMP) testing began on May 4 with a very clear main lake reading of 17.5 feet and a very 
cloudy north bay reading of only 6.5 feet. On May 21 the main lake had dropped to 12 feet and the north 
bay had cleared to 10 feet. June 11th readings were 15 feet at both sites. The diminished clarity observed in 
May was likely the result of spring turn-over. 
 
During the summers of 2007 through 2009 the Association took part in a water chemical testing program 
sponsored by the MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), Cass County Environmental Services and the 
Association of Cass County Lakes (ACCL). This program has now ended on Lake Ada, but results of the 
three-year tests have been filed with the MN DNR, MPCA and RMB Environmental Testing Labs of Detroit 
Lakes. CLMP testing will continue on a yearly basis and addition chemical testing is tentatively planned for 
2014. This, along with earlier data, will provide a record of long-term water quality. 
 

DockPost Mailing Labels 
Please check the mailing label on your DockPost. The first line is this year’s (‘10) and last year’s (‘09) 
Association membership status. Your status is indicated as (R)egular, (C)ontributor, (S)ustainer, 
(B)enefactor or (I)nactive. Please inform us of any errors or address updates. This is our best method of 
maintaining accurate membership records. 



Let’s Get the Lead Out! 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
 

Lead is a toxic metal that, in sufficient quantities, has adverse effects on 
the nervous and reproductive systems of mammals and birds. Found in 
most fishing jigs and sinkers, this metal is poisoning wildlife such as loons 
and eagles. 
 

But there is hope. There are alternatives to traditional lead tackle. Anglers 
can now use sinkers and jigs made from non-poisonous materials such 
as tin, bismuth, steel, and tungsten-nickel alloy — and they can find them 
at established sporting goods retailers and on the Internet. 
 

When lead fishing sinkers are lost through broken line or other means, 
birds can inadvertently eat them. Water birds like loons and swans often 
swallow lead when they scoop up pebbles from the bottom of a lake or 
river to help grind their food. Eagles ingest lead by eating fish which have 
themselves swallowed sinkers. A bird with lead poisoning will have 
physical and behavioral changes, including loss of balance, gasping, 
tremors, and impaired ability to fly. The weakened bird is more vulnerable 
to predators, or it may have trouble feeding, mating, nesting, and caring 
for its young. It becomes emaciated and often dies within two to three 
weeks after eating the lead. 

 

Water birds can die from lead poisoning after swallowing lead fishing tackle. Eating just one lead sinker can 
poison a loon. 
 

While it is hard to get an accurate count of water birds and birds of prey that die from ingesting lead tackle, 
current research indicates that lead poisoning is a serious concern. Research on loons from six New 
England states has shown that on the majority of lakes where dead adult breeding loons were found 
between 1987 and 2002, about 26% of these loons died from lead poisoning. Some lakes were identified as 
hot spots with lead causing over 50% of documented causes of death. In Michigan, another 15-year study 
examined 186 dead loons and revealed that lead poisoning — primarily from lead jigs — was the number 
one cause of death at 24% (44/186) of overall mortality. Limited research in Minnesota has also 
documented lead poisoning of loons. A study conducted by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
concluded that lead poisoning accounted for 12 percent of the dead adult loons with known causes of 
death.  
 

Between 1980 and 1996, the Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota 
reported lead poisoning in 138 of 650 eagles they treated. Since 1996, 43 
additional eagles were treated for lead poisoning including 22 last year. 
Most of the time, the source of the lead cannot be detected as the birds 
have cast the material out of their systems. Because lead shot was 
banned in waterfowl production areas in the early 1990s, bullet fragments 
in big game carcasses, lead shot lodged in upland game and lead fishing 
tackle are considered possible sources of lead poisoning of eagles. 
 

In this x-ray of a dead loon found on a northern Minnesota lake, lead 
fishing tackle is clearly visible. 
 

A great way to help is teaching good stewardship to young anglers. Outfit 
kids' tackle boxes with non-lead weights. They are nontoxic and safer for 
youngsters to handle. Plus, inexperienced anglers tend to lose the most 
sinkers, so you'll be cutting down on the amount of lead getting left behind 
in Minnesota lakes and rivers. 
 



Lake Learning: Right now, lakes are like layer cakes 
 

Moriya Rufer 
 

Have you noticed lately while swimming that the surface water in the lake is very warm and deeper water is 
cooler? At this time in the summer, the lakes are separated into vertical layers like a cake; limnologists call 
this phenomenon stratification. Stratification is a major reason our Minnesota lakes behave the way they do. 
To understand lake stratification, we first must address the relationship between water density and 
temperature. Water is unique in that it is denser as a liquid than a solid; therefore, ice floats. If ice sank, our 
lakes would behave much differently in the winter! 
 

Water is most dense at 39 Fahrenheit (4 degrees Celsius), and as water warms or cools from that mark it 
gets less dense. This has implications for a lake's structure because the denser water is heavier and will be 
at the bottom of a lake while the less dense water is lighter and will generally be at the top of the lake. 
 

In the summer in Minnesota, the sun heats the top layer 
of a lake (called the epilimnion) which causes it to 
become less dense. The bottom layer of the lake (called 
the hypolimnion) does not receive sunlight and therefore 
remains cold. Since the top layer of the lake is less 
dense, it floats on top of the bottom layer and the two do 
not mix. The thermocline or metalimnion is the dividing 
area between the top and bottom layers. 
 

Since the sun penetrates the top layer of the lake, it is 
where plants and algae grow. Algae and plants produce 
oxygen as a byproduct to photosynthesis. This oxygen 
is important for fish and other aquatic animals to survive. 
 

When algae and zooplankton die, they sink to the 
bottom of the lake. Invertebrates and microbes living at 
the bottom of the lake (benthos) recycle and decompose 
this dead material. This recycling process uses up 
oxygen. Since the lake does not mix during the summer, 
the top layer of the lake where the oxygen is produced 
by algae and plants is cut off from the bottom layer of 
the lake. In a long stretch of hot calm weather, the 
bottom of the lake can become anoxic (lacking oxygen) 
during the summer in a mesotrophic or eutrophic lake. 

No oxygen at the bottom of the lake has implications for fish and other living things. Fish that need cold 
water and high oxygen, such as cisco/tullibee, can't survive these conditions and it results in a summer fish 
kill. 
 

There is another implication to having no oxygen at the bottom of the lake in the summer. When the bottom 
of the lake is anoxic, chemical processes cause phosphorus to be released from the sediments. This 
phenomenon is called internal phosphorus loading, meaning that the phosphorus is coming from inside of 
the lake. The way this phosphorus originally got into the lake sediments is from erosion and runoff in the 
watershed. When the lake mixes again, this increased phosphorus fuels algae growth. 
 

In the fall in Minnesota, the sunlight is not as strong and the nights become cooler. This change in season 
allows the top layer of the lake to cool off. As the water cools, the density difference between the top layer 
of the lake and bottom layer is not as great. Wind can then mix the layers. In addition, when the top layer 
cools it becomes denser and sinks into the bottom layer, mixing the layers. This mixing allows oxygen and 
nutrients to be distributed across the whole water column again. 
 



In the winter in Minnesota, the lakes are covered with ice. Under the ice, the water cannot mix because it is 
not exposed to wind. Most of the lake remains 39 Fahrenheit (4 degrees Celsius). There is a thin layer of 
water under the ice that is colder and therefore less dense. 
 

As in the summer, in the winter the hypolimnion is cut off from oxygen, so as decomposition takes place at 
the bottom of the lake oxygen gets used up. When the bottom becomes anoxic in the winter it is called 
winter kill because fish and other living organisms that need oxygen die. As in the summer, when the 
bottom of the lake is anoxic, chemical processes cause phosphorus to be released from the sediments. 
When the ice melts in the spring and the lake mixes again, this increased phosphorus fuels algae growth. 
 

In the spring in Minnesota, the ice melts off the lake, the wind picks up and the lake mixes again. This is 
called spring turnover. Oxygen and nutrients get distributed throughout the water column as the water 
mixes. Then, as the weather becomes warmer, the surface water warms again and sets up summer 
stratification. 
 

Most lakes in Minnesota are considered dimictic, meaning they mix twice a year - spring and fall. Shallow 
lakes behave differently and can mix more often. 
 

Moriya Rufer is the Lakes Monitoring Program Coordinator for RMB Environmental Laboratories in Detroit 
Lakes. ©2007 RMB Environmental Laboratories, Inc. 
 
 

Lake Ada Loon Nesting 
 

Jon Hansen 
 

It has been interesting to watch what effect the early spring had on Lake Ada loons. Although the ice went 
out April 2nd (very early), and all loon nesting platforms were in by April 5th, the loons didn’t seem very 
interested, and didn’t actually begin nesting activities until May 4th through May 17th. It appears they 
preferred to nest on their own schedules and the early ice-out went largely unnoticed. 
 

The first 2010 loon to hatch was in the North Bay on May 31st. Unfortunately an intense loon fight involving 
the nesting pair and an invader loon soon took place. Although the baby loon appeared to be all right at the 
time, it was nowhere to be seen the next day, and hasn’t been sighted since. 
 

On June 8th a chick hatched on the south bay platform, followed by another a day later. As of June 11th the 
Little Ada loons were still nesting. 
 

Although there are several other loon pairs on the lake, no natural nesting sites have been observed. We 
have now experienced regular sightings of 21 to 26 adult loons. 
 

As summer progresses, our loons will need all the help they can get. Please drive carefully and keep a 
close watch. Little loons are at the mercy of boaters. They can’t swim very fast and, because they are so 
buoyant, cannot easily dive to avoid danger. Lake waves can also make them very difficult to see. 
 

Following are tips from the DNR Nongame Wildlife Program to help 
protect loons throughout the season. 
 

●Watch loons from at least 200 feet away. 
●Use non-lead fishing sinkers and jigs. 
●Avoid islands before July 15th; loons prefer islands for nesting. 
●Protect native shoreline vegetation. 
●Dispose of garbage at designated collection sites. 
●Be an ethical angler; never fish or cast near loon nests. 
●Keep dogs and cats away from loons and nests. 
●Use only phosphorus-free fertilizers on shorelands. 
●Report unusual loon activity or loon harassment. 
●Be a responsible boater. 



Shoreland Alteration 
 

Jon Hansen 
 

Altering natural shoreland may, in some cases, be legal, but is it a good idea? 
 

Shoreland alteration has become widespread throughout Minnesota’s Northern Lakes and Forests Region. 
Before embarking on a shoreland alteration project, however, ecological considerations should be carefully 
considered. 
 

Minnesota’s natural shorelands and lakeshore topographies have evolved slowly over thousands of years. 
Most of our lakes are here today because these features have saved them from the erosive forces of 
nature. In many cases, natural shoreland topographies are the only barriers protecting our waters from 
erosion and runoff. 
 

Over 35% of Lake Ada riparian lots have experienced shoreland alteration. Some alterations are old, some 
new, but few were done properly. Appropriate shoreland alteration should include buffers, berms and 
terraces to protect the lake from nutrients and pollution. Unfortunately, most of the alterations on Lake Ada 
amount to little more than access ramps cut directly through the bank, providing meltwater and stormwater 
runoff a direct discharge to the lake. 
 

Many Minnesota agencies and environmental organizations - DNR, MN Extension, MPCA, MN Waters - 
have provided articles and brochures dealing with shoreline erosion, stormwater runoff and shoreland 
alteration. 
 

The importance of preserving natural shorelands is reflected in Minnesota’s Alternative Shoreline 
Management Standards - standards developed by MN DNR to provide guidance for the wise development 
of shorelands adjoining public waters. 
 
Alterations of natural vegetation and topography shall be controlled by local governments to prevent erosion 
into public waters, fix nutrients, infiltrate rainwater runoff, preserve shoreland aesthetics and historic values, 
prevent bank slumping, limit direct and indirect impacts on water quality, and protect fish and wildlife habitat. 
 
All Cass County shoreland alteration projects require a Shoreland Alteration Permit. County ordinances and 
resources, however, may not be adequate to completely protect our waters. Lakefront land ownership 
comes with privileges - docks, water for domestic and agricultural use, fishing, boating, hunting, swimming - 
but along with privilege comes the responsibility of protecting our lakes and streams. We, the landowners, 
are the stewards of the shoreline, and the future of our public waters is in our hands. 
 

Following are just a few of the many available titles dealing with shoreland alteration: 
 

Minnesota’s Bookstore - 
Lakescaping for Wildlife and Water Quality 
Restore Your Shore (CD) 
 

Minnesota DNR - 
The Water’s Edge 
Shoreline Alterations: Natural Buffers & 
Lakescaping 
Stairways, Landings & Lifts 
Docks & Access in Public Waters 
Managing Runoff in Shoreland Areas 
Lakescaping & Shoreland Restoration 
 

Minnesota Extension Service - 
Shoreland Landscaping 

Protecting Our Waters: Shoreland Best 
Management Practices 
 

Leech Lake Area Watershed -  
Shoreland Homeowner’s Guide to Lake 
Stewardship 
 

Minnesota Waters - 
Minnesota’s Lakes at Risk (DVD) 
Healthy Shoreline Factsheets 
Better Living on Our Lakes & Rivers 
 

University of Minnesota Sea Grant - 
Minnesota Shoreland Management Resource 
Guide (CD)

 



 

Please send  
DockPost items 
to the editors: 
   

 

Jon Hansen:  
jon.hansen@uni.edu 
 
Tom Sorensen:  
wave2000@aol.com 
 
Deadlines for submitting  
materials to be published: 
• April 1 
• June 14 

• Sept 1 

• Sept 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 

David Sohn 
 

Lake Lot and Shoreline Expo was held at Ponto Township Hall on Saturday, June 5th. It involved five area 
Lakes. Those that attended felt it was very informative, educational and well worth their Saturday morning. 
A comment from one attendee was “Learned a great deal about native plants that grow best around our 
lakes and how to identify tree problems. I’ll be back next year – you cannot beat free knowledge.” 
 

Kelly Condiff, Cass Co, Environmental Service Dept, Shoreline Grant Coordinator, covered how to apply for 
a 50/50 grant for your shoreline from the State of Minnesota/Cass County.  He explained the advantages of 
maintaining and improving the health and beauty of our shorelines with planting, rain gardens and buffers. 
 

Bonnie Hiniker, Sunshine Gardens, Pine River, covered native plants best suited to our lake lots and 
shorelines. Her degree is in Horticulture from the University of Minnesota. She has had over thirty years of 
experience working with plants native to our Lake Ada area. Catch Bonnie “The Plant Lady” live on KAXE 
radio at 89.9 FM Brainerd, 91.7 FM Grand Rapids, or 105.3 FM Bemidji. Hear her live radio call-in program 
from 8:10 am to 9:00 am the last Thursday of the month. 
 

Jeff Jepson, Beaver Tree Service, Longville, a Certified Arborist, has been committed to ongoing 
educational and training programs in preserving the aesthetic and ecological value of our trees and shrubs. 
Jeff has written two books on tree care. He covered how to recognize hazardous defects in trees and what 
can be done to preserve their life. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lake Ada Webpage 
 

Jon Hansen 
 

Early in 2010, Minnesota Waters, the Internet host of our Lake Ada website, announced to Webmaster 
Tom Sorensen that they were in the process of changing to a different web format.  The change would 
require a total rebuilding of the webpage if we wished to continue using Minnesota Waters as our 
website host. 
 

Since that announcement, Webmaster Sorensen has invested many, many hours of his time rebuilding 
our site. We thank him for his efforts! Check out the website at its new address, 
www.minnesotawaters.org/group/ada-lake-association and let Tom know we appreciate his work.  

 

Tax Planning 
The Ada Lake 

Association is a  
501(c) 3 

Environmental 
Corporation. 
Federal ID # 
41-1768228. 

 

Contributions are tax 
deductible. All dues 
are currently used in 

ways that do not 
directly benefit 

members and they 
are all deductible 

contributions. 

 
It’s 
Picnic time! 
Ideal time to  
update your wardrobe 
and buy gifts for others! 
 

AdaWear! 
 
Look for Doris Montgomery at 
the annual picnic 
pdmonty@tds.net  
218-947-3217 



 



 



Sensitive Lakeshore 
 

Stan Bormann 
 

In June 2002 we had a “Visioning Session” at the June Members Meeting to set priorities for the Association.  One of 

the top priorities from that meeting was to protect the natural and undeveloped lakeshore of Lake Ada.  Over the 

years this has been a continuing objective, but little progress was made against a difficult objective that was outside 

our direct control. 
 

In 2007 there was money available in a grant that Cass 

County received to pay some of the legal and 

administrative costs to put conservation easements on 

private land.  These conservation easements allow 

permanently removing development rights selected by 

the owner of the land to prevent future development 

even if the land is no longer owned by that person.  

This can in some cases result in tax savings while 

continuing to hold this land.  A meeting was called at 

Ponto Town Hall and owners of lands suitable for this 

process were invited.  Some owners on Lake Ada took 

interest in this process, but no conservation easements 

on Lake Ada are known to have resulted. 
 

In 2008 the DNR did a study of Lake Ada including 

extensive cataloging of plant and animal life in and 

around the shore of the lake.  That study made a 

recommendation that: 
 

“The ecological model identified one primary sensitive 

lakeshore area to be considered for potential resource 

protection districting by Cass County.  The inlet of Ada 

Lake was also identified as an important ecological 

connection.  The County may use this objective, science-

based information in making decisions about districting 

and reclassification of lakeshore areas.” 
 

A map from the DNR study is reproduced here to show 

the sensitive areas of the lake.  The red line shows 

“Sensitive Lakeshore” and the black circled land area 

shows “Sensitive Shoreland”. 
 

The full report of the DNR study is available at: 

http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/sli/ada_lakereport_200

9.pdf 
 

Parcels of concern are shown in the plat map.  The state 

parcels of concern are the two large parcels of 293 

acres and 364.7 acres. 
 

In addition to the DNR study providing documentation 

from the State of Minnesota that this lakeshore should 

be protected, the political climate appeared to be right 

to try to get state action.  The people of Minnesota had 

just voted on adding an additional sales tax just to pay 



for protecting our sensitive environment.  It was clear what can happen if developers get control of land with various 

conservation groups spending $900,000 to stop development of Lantern Bay on Woman Lake.   It would appear that 

taking action on Ada now, prior to any actions of a developer, could save considerable money. 
 

In the 2010 legislative session, based on the recommendation of the DNR and with the assistance of Paul Radomski, 

the chief author of the DNR report, the Ada Lake Association attempted to get legislation passed to provide 

protection for the state land that makes up a large part of the area recommended by the DNR to be protected.  We 

were assisted in this effort by Rep John Persell, Rep. Larry Howes, and Senator Mary Olson with Rep. Persell taking 

the lead.  This legislative effort was to try to pass a bill drafted by the DNR to classify the state land identified as 

“Sensitive” to an “Aquatic Management Area” which would significantly restrict what the state could do with this 

land.  This effort did not make it through the legislature, but Rep. Persell remains ready to try to assist this effort 

again in 2011. 
 

There are issues with what we are trying to accomplish.  This is “School Trust Fund Land” and the state is to manage 

it to provide income for the schools of Minnesota.  It is not clear that restricting the use maximizes the potential for 

income for the schools.  This may require some trading of land between state ownership statuses or paying the 

School Trust Fund from other state accounts or some other source for placing the land in Aquatic Management Area 

status. 
 

The Ada Lake Board in May established a committee of seven to pursue efforts to protect sensitive undeveloped land 

on Lake Ada.  Those seven include: Paul Bork, David Sohn, Al Anderson, Joan Olson, Jon Hanson, Kathleen Benz, 

and Stan Bormann 
 

We enjoy continuing support from Paul Radomski of the DNR, John Sumption, previously Environmental Services 

Director at Cass County and now a consultant under the name of Sumption Environmental, and John Ringle, current 

Cass County Environmental Services Director. 
  

At the June Ada Lake Members Meeting, a report was made on the status of this effort.  Members were asked to 

provide a resolution of support to continue this effort.  That resolution was unanimously passed by the members 

present at the meeting to: 
 

1. Attempt to protect this state land at the county by working toward “Resource Protection” status. 

2. Again attempt in the legislature to place state land in “Aquatic Management Area” status 
 

This basically provides guidance to the committee on some actions that should be attempted in protecting this 

lakeshore. 
 

There is another grant available this year to assist with creating “Conservation Easements” on private land.  Cass 

County has funding of $300,000 this year to assist private landowners in establishing “Conservation Easements” on 

high priority land.  The DNR study clearly establishes that there is high priority land to protect on and around Lake 

Ada.  This grant provides the opportunity for private landowners to protect their land from future development 

without incurring all the costs of this action on their own.  Owners of undeveloped land on Ada, particularly in the 

areas identified in the DNR study are encouraged at this time to contact John Sumption while this funding is 

available.  John Sumption can be contacted to learn more about this opportunity at: 
  

John Sumption  

Sumption Environmental 

6597 County 125 NE 

Longville, Mn. 56655 

218-363-2942 

sumptionenv@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2010 Ada Lake Association Calendar 
 

July 17 Board Meeting 9 am Bork’s 
July 31 Annual 

Membership 
Meeting & 
Picnic  

4 pm Olson’s 

Aug 28 Board Meeting  9 am Weaver’s 

 

INVEST IN THE FUTURE 

RELEASE YOUR CATCH 

Endorsed by the Ada Lake Association 

 

 
 
In Memory 
John P. Lilja, 86, of Sunset Beach, passed 
away April 7, 2010, in Minneapolis. He is 
survived by his wife, Marlys, three children, 
Chris, Phil and Jamie, three grandchildren, 
two great-grandchildren, two brothers and a 
sister-in-law. 
 

John was a life-long charter member of the 
Socius Club, which started in 1939 at Edison 
High School. He served with the 257th 
Ordinance Company, 2 years in the ETO with 
5 major battle stars during WWII. He began 
his working career as an English teacher and 
later became a sales representative in the 
HVAC Industry. John loved family, flying, 
fishing and was a friend to all. 
 

John Lilja was a long-time Lake Ada resident 
and served on the Ada Lake Association 
Board of Directors from 1991 through 1997, 
serving as Vice President from 1994 to 1997 
and as Secretary in 1993. 
 

A memorial service was held April 13th at 
Sunset Funeral Home in Minneapolis. 

 

Please pay your 
membership dues 

 

The Association works 
because of you 

Art Crawl and Arts Off 84 * Year 2010Art Crawl and Arts Off 84 * Year 2010Art Crawl and Arts Off 84 * Year 2010Art Crawl and Arts Off 84 * Year 2010    
Please join us for a fun family friendly event over Labor Day weekend (Saturday, September 4th and 
Sunday, September 5th) on the scenic Highway 84 between Pine River and Longville – the route will 
be dotted with artistic talent. 
 

Watch for the Art Crawl signs the days of the event to guide you to the artist locations. The Artist 
Directory/Map will list the artists and handmade items available at each location.  
 

Website: www.lakeadaartcrawl.com 



Ada Lake Association Board Meeting  
 

May 22, 2010 
 
Vice President Dagenais called the meeting to order 
at 9:10 AM. In attendance were: Al Anderson, Keith 
Benjamin, Paul Bork, Doug Dagenais, Jon Hansen, 
Doris Montgomery, David Sohn and Merle Weaver. 
 
Minutes of the September 5, 2009 meeting as printed 
in the DockPost were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Paul Bork reported as of May 
22, the Association had total funds of $15,897. The 
reserve for fish habitat and invasive species 
emergency fund is $5,575, leaving a balance of 
available funds of $10,322. The Association has 45 
paid members as of May 22, which is a little lower 
than previous years for the same time period. The 
Association has received a memorial for John Lilja. A 
discussion was held regarding the establishment of a 
memorial trust fund. Stan Bormann and David Sohn 
were appointed to determine what is required to 
establish a memorial trust fund. Paul Bork reported 
that CD rates are still very low and it was decided to 
keep funds in the money market savings account 
until CD rates improve. 
 
Water Reports: Jon Hansen reported the ice went 
out on April 2 – three weeks earlier than it did in 
2009. The ice in the North Bay went out first, then in 
the main lake and last in the south bay. From April 18 
to May 22 we have received 4 inches of rain. The 
water gauge was put in on April 24 and was 
calibrated on May 11. Although starting somewhat 
low, the lake is at the normal level for this time of the 
year. Water clarity was measured on May 4 at 17.5 
feet in the main lake and 6.5 feet in the North Bay. 
On May 21, water clarity was measured at 12 feet in 
the main lake and at 10 feet in the North Bay. Jon 
Hansen advised that the water monitoring program 
that tested for phosphorous and chlorophyll A and 
was supported by a grant has been completed.  
 
Loon Report: Jon Hansen reported that the three 
loon nesting platforms were put out on April 5, and 
that there are loons nesting on all of the platforms.  
 
Ada Lake Directory: The Ada Lake Directory was 
mailed to 261 addresses on our mailing list. A letter 
was included to all inactive names on the list inviting 
them to join the Ada Lake Association. 
 
Spring DockPost: The Spring Dockpost has articles 
providing environmental information and notices 
about invasive species. 
 
Tax Exempt Status: Federal forms have been filed 

to maintain our tax exempt status as a non-profit 
corporation. This is a new requirement for small non-
profit corporations. 
 
Hazard Markers: Jon Hansen advised of the need 
for new hazard markers to replace markers that are 
damaged. Some of the hazard markers have been 
damaged by boat collisions and some crack or break 
from freezing during winter storage. We have eight 
hazard markers on Lake Ada. The markers cost $100 
to $125 each. The Board decided to begin budgeting 
for the periodic replacement of damaged markers. 
 
Beaver Dam: Doris Montgomery and David Sohn 
reported the beavers have raised the beaver dam.  
They do not believe there was any walleye spawn in 
the creek this year. 
 
Lake Ada Merchandise: Doris Montgomery reported 
that we have new Lake Ada shirts for women, juniors 
and tots and sweatshirts with new designs.  
 
Ad Policy for the DockPost: We have a policy for 
advertising a cabin for rent in the DockPost. David 
Sohn presented a motion to amend the policy to add 
“or cabin for sale”. The motion was seconded and 
passed unanimously. 
 
Location for Annual Picnic: The location of the 
annual membership meeting and picnic on July 31, 
2010 has not been determined, as of this date. 
 
Annual Business Meeting: The annual Business 
Meeting will be held at 10 AM on June 12, 2010 at 
the Ponto Town Hall. The Speaker will be Duke 
Broughten, Conservation Officer for our district. 
 
Payments for approval: Paul Bork, Treasurer, 
presented the following items to be paid: ACCL dues; 
annual insurance premium; Minnesota Waters dues. 
The Board approved the payments. 
 
Recommended Contributions: A motion was made 
for the Board to recommend that contributions be 
made to the Pine River First Responders in the 
amount of $350 and to the Backus First Responders 
in the amount of $350. The contributions are to be 
approved at the annual business meeting on June 
12. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Nominations for Officers and Directors: The 
Board will nominate all existing officers and directors 
with the exception of David Cater, who requested not 
to be nominated. Additional nominations may be 
made at the annual business meeting on June 12. 
The nominations will be voted on at the annual 
membership meeting and picnic on July 31. 
 



Protection of Sensitive Shoreland: A discussion 
was held regarding Lake Ada Aquatic Managent 
Area for sensitive shoreline. A motion was made by 
David Sohn to have 7 Directors on a committee to 
review steps to protect sensitive shore land. 
Members of the Committee to be Stan Bormann, 
Kathleen Benz, Jon Hansen, David Sohn, Joan 
Olson and Al Anderson. The motion was seconded 
and passed unanimously. 
 
Lake Lot and Shoreline Expo: David Sohn reported 
that a Lake Lot and Shoreline Expo will be held on 
Saturday June 5th from 9:30 to 11:00 AM at the 
Ponto Township Hall. There will be three presenters: 
Kelly Condiff, Cass County Environmental Dept., 
Bonnie Hiniker, Sunshine Gardens and Jeff Jepson, 
Certified Arborist. Associations involved with the 
Expo are from Lake Ada, Hand Lake, Hay Lake, 
Lake Hattie and Ponto Lake. 
 
Electronic Recycling: David Sohn reported that 
electronic recycling will be held on July 17, 2010 from 
9 AM to 4 PM. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Al Anderson, Acting Secretary 

 
 

Ada Lake Association Annual 
Business Meeting 
 
Saturday, June 12, 2010, 10:00 AM 
Ponto Lake Township Town Hall 
 
Vice president Doug Dagenais called the meeting to 
order at 10:05 AM 
 
Attending: Al Anderson, Shirley Bormann, Stan 
Bormann, Randy Brickweg, Doug Dagenais, Mary 
Davis, Jon Hansen, Marilyn Hansen, Pat Hansen, 
Steve Hansen, Phil Lilja, Jim Olson, Phyllis Olson, 
Jason Smith, Vi Smith, Dave Sohn, Priscilla Sohn, 
Merle Weaver and Conservation Officers Duke 
Broughten and Nikki Shoutz. 
 
Minutes from the Ada Lake Association Directors 
meeting held on May 22, 2010, will be published in 
the summer DockPost. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Paul Bork prepared a 
report showing that as of June 12, 2010, Ada Lake 
Association has total funds of $16,676 with $5,974 in 
reserve funds for Fish Habitat Reserve Fund, 
Invasive Species Emergency Fund and Bouy 
Maintenance Fund resulting in available funds of 

$10,702. The total expenses to date are $1,947.67 
and the total income to date is $2,975. As of June 12, 
we have 58 paid members, which is a little lower than 
previous years for the same time period.  
 
Reports by Jon Hansen: Invasive Species Watch 
cards prepared by the Association of Cass County 
Lakes were given to those attending the meeting. 
The reverse side of the card pictured Cass County 
Sport Fish. 
 
The spring DockPost and membership directory 
was mailed on April 28. Any errors in the directory 
should be reported to Jon Hansen. 
 
The Minnesota non-profit form and the IRS form 
990 N to maintain our association’s tax-exempt 
status were filed. Both of these forms now have to be 
filed annually. 
 
We have a new web page hosted through 
Minnesota Waters. Jon Hansen thanked Tom 
Sorensen for the many hours Tom spent on 
rebuilding the web page. 
 
Hazard markers were in the lake for the walleye 
opener. Harry Robbins and the marker bouy team 
were thanked for installing the markers. 
 
Lake Monitoring: The ice went out on April 2, two to 
three weeks earlier than normal. 
We have had 5.8 inches of rain since April 18, which 
is about normal. We started the year with a little 
lower water level in the lake with a lake water level 
gauge reading of 1324.69 on April 24. The lake water 
level gauge read 1324.87 on May 14 and 1324.67 on 
June 10. Water clarity testing began on May 4 with a 
very clear main lake reading of 17.5 feet and a 
cloudy North Bay reading of 6.5 feet. On June 10 the 
reading was 15 feet in the main lake and 15 feet in 
the North Bay.  
 
Loon Report: The three loon nesting platforms went 
in on April 5. Nesting began on  
May 4, May 12 and May 17. One chick from the 
North Bay nest did not survive a loon fight. The south 
bay nest has produced two chicks and the loons are 
still on the Little Ada nest. There are 21 to 26 adult 
loons on the lake.  
 
Lake Ada Merchandise: Doug Dagenais reported 
that Lake Ada merchandise, many with new logos, 
can be purchased by contacting Doris Montgomery. 
Items will also be available for purchase at the 
annual picnic on July 31.   
 
Sensitive Lake Shore Project: Stan Bormann 
reported that at a visioning meeting of members of 



the Ada Lake Association in June 2002, one of the 
top priorities of the Association was to protect the 
natural and undeveloped lakeshore of Lake Ada. In 
2008 the DNR did an extensive study of Lake Ada 
and identified certain areas as Sensitive Lakeshore. 
The DNR report recommended that a large area of 
the sensitive lakeshore that is owned by the state be 
protected. The Ada Lake Association attempted to 
get legislation passed to protect the state land 
identified as sensitive to an “Aquatic Management 
Area”. The bill was drafted by the DNR and 
introduced by Rep. John Persell. The bill did not pass 
this year. 
 
The Ada Lake Association Board established a 
committee of seven directors to continue pursuing 
efforts to protect sensitive shoreland. A motion was 
made by Pat Hansen and seconded by Dave Sohn to 
support and authorize the Ada Lake Association 
Board to pursue protection of Sensitive Lake Shore. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Stan Bormann stated that John Sumption has 
funding available this year to assist private 
landowners in establishing Conservation Reserve on 
their sensitive land. 
 
Annual picnic location: John and Cindy Olson have 
offered to host the annual picnic on July 31, at their 
place on Smith Road. 
.  
Nomination of Officers and Board of Directors: A 
motion was made by Jon Hansen and seconded by 
Shirley Bormann to nominate the following to be 
elected at the annual picnic. Nominees for Officers: 
President - Kathleen Benz, Vice President - Doug 
Dagenais, Treasurer - Paul Bork, Secretary - Joan 
Olson. Nominees for Board of Directors: Al 
Anderson, Keith Benjamin, Stan Bormann, Jon 
Hansen, David Heegard, Laura LeBerge, Phil Lilja, 
Doris Montgomery, Jim Olson, David Sohn and Merle 
Weaver. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

Contributions: Jason Smith stated that the Backus 
First Responders is a 15 to 16 member team of 
volunteers and that they need a new truck and other 
equipment. All contributions go to equipment and to 
run the team. Following the discussion a motion was 
made by Marilyn Hansen to contribute $350 each to 
the Backus First Responders and to the Pine River 
First Responders. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Speaker: Duke Broughten, DNR Conservation 
Officer was our guest speaker. Officer Broughten is 
located in Longville and has 72 bodies of water in his 
territory.  Lake Ada is in the southern end of his 
territory, so sometimes Officer Nikki Shoutz helps to 
cover the Lake Ada area. The two hot topics for Lake 
Associations are sensitive lakeshore and invasive 
species. Leech Lake and Town Line Lake in Cass 
County have milfoil and Woman Lake has Rusty 
Crayfish. He stressed the importance of cleaning 
weeds from trailers and the boat and draining the 
boat and livewell when the boat is pulled out of the 
lake. He is expecting a new law that will require the 
drain plug to be pulled when transporting a boat. 
Some lake associations have volunteers to monitor 
lake accesses at busy times to remind boaters to 
clean their trailers, empty live wells and pull the drain 
plug. He recommended that when a boat has been 
used in a lake with invasive species and before it is 
put in a lake without invasive species, that the boat 
and trailer be washed with hot water and soap. In 
response to a question, he said that dirt bikes should 
only be used on designated dirt bike trails; but there 
aren’t any designated ATV and dirt bike trails in his 
territory. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM 
 
Respectfully submitted by Al Anderson, Acting 
Secretary 

 
 
 
 

 

Disappearing Boats - Abducted by UFO’s? 
 

Lake Ada apparently has a few less boats that need to be registered next year. 
 

A mysterious hovering disc has been seen surveying the lake surface. Although 

yet to be confirmed, it seems to seek out watercraft that are disturbing the  
loons, driving too fast in Little Ada, and violating the boating code of conduct. 
 

It is suggested that all boaters be at best behavior on the lake for the  
foreseeable future. 



Ada Lake Association Board of Directors 
 

Name Office     
Kathleen Benz President     
Doug Dagenais VP     
Paul Bork Treasurer     
Joan Olson Secretary      
Jon Hansen Ex. Director     
Al Anderson Director     
Keith Benjamin Director       
Stan Bormann Director     
David Heegaard Director     
Laura LaBerge Director     
Phil Lilja  Director     
Doris Montgomery Director     
Jim Olson Director     
John Olson Director     
David Sohn Director     
Merle Weaver Director & 

Township Rep 
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Sorensen 

Lake Home  
for Sale 

140 ft of shoreline 
1.5 acres 

East side of Lake Ada 
Just south of  

Old Point Comfort 
Joe 515-577-6487 

 

“The best time 
to plant a tree 

was twenty 
years ago. The 
next best time 

is now.” 
 

Chinese Proverb 


