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                President’s Letter 
 

 

                        Greetings To All 
 
                        What difference does the Lake Ada Association make in the        
                        lives of our members? The Association’s impact is 
everywhere you look – and reflects some dedicated and generous people 
who volunteer their time to keep the lake safe and beautiful.  
 
Those channel, rock and no-wake markers that “magically” appear in April 
and disappear in October? Thanks to Harry Robbins, John Couchman, Tim 
Couchman, David Morgan, Grant Robbins, Grayson Robbins, Jon Hansen, 
Eric King, and Ricky King!  
 
The 19 loons that call Lake Ada home and serenade us in the evening? 
Great efforts by Jon Hansen to set up the nests and continually monitor 
young chicks against attacks from predators. We are also coordinating with 
statewide efforts to monitor loon populations in the years following the Gulf 
Oil spill, where most of our loons spend the winter.  
 
The beautiful, clear water that we all enjoy? Many volunteers over many 
years have made sure that Lake Ada has been involved in important 
studies that established a special environment for rare and beneficial plants 
and fish species. These studies also identified some areas of “sensitive 
shoreland” that will be critical to keeping the lake clean in future years. 
Thank you to the many volunteers that have spearheaded these efforts 
over many years.  
 
Oh yes, and there’s the Walleye Project (thanks to the crew that remove 
the beaver dams each spring) the Lake Ada Merchandize (Great job Doris 
Montgomery!) and the ongoing tracking of finances (Hats off to Paul Bork!). 
 
The DockPost newsletter that keeps us all informed and in touch with the 
latest news? I wanted to give a special thank you to long-time editor Jon 
Hansen and designer Tom Sorensen. Both of these super-volunteers will 
be stepping away from their DockPost duties and this is their final issue. 
Thank you Jon and Tom! We’ve all loved how you’ve kept us informed and 
connected. 
 
As of today, the Lake Ada Association is looking for volunteers who would 
be willing to help keep the DockPost going. Do you have time to coordinate 
stories and other information of interest?                  Continued next page… 
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DockPost editor(s)! 
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Joan at  olsonxmas@ 
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2012 is XXX! 
Thirty years of our lake 

newsletter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the Association Website 
www.minnesotawaters.org/ 
group/ada-lake-association 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changing of the Guard at the DockPost…  
 

It’s time for a change at the DockPost, so this issue will be my last as co-editor. 
 

My first Lake Ada newsletter article appeared in 1986, and since then my contributions have been 
included in virtually every issue. Ten years ago I joined Tom Sorensen as DockPost co-editor, and 
together we have published a newsletter of which I feel the Association can be justly proud. 
 

I would be greatly remiss if I did not acknowledge the invaluable contributions of Co-Editor Tom 
Sorensen. Tom has given greatly of his time and expertise. His computer skills have made the DockPost 
a newsletter published at a level we could never have achieved without him. 
 

All things must come to an end, and this is it for me. I need a break, and so do you! See you around the 
lake. 
 

Jon Hansen 

And from Tom: A major thank you to all for 
your support with the DockPost - it has been an 
enjoyable ride, but after fourteen years it is time 
for new blood to take over. It has been fantastic 
working with Jon, and before that Stan 
Bormann, both dedicated to the core to make 
Lake Ada all she can be.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Letter continued from page 1: 
 
Do you have graphic design capabilities and could help put these stories into a visually interesting 
format? Please contact me at olsonxmas@yahoo.com if you can help us move the DockPost into a 
new era. 
 
Speaking of a new era, we are also exploring how we can use email and online communication in 
addition to our traditional newsletter. In fact, I’m taking an informal poll on this. For those of you who 
do use email, will you send me a note at the above address so we can begin to track your email 
address? Let me know if you’d like to receive email communication in addition to the DockPost. 
 
Beyond the DockPost, other Association initiatives also need volunteer help and support, particularly 
our newly formed committee on Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS). Eurasian water milfoil and zebra 
mussel infestations are getting closer and closer to our lake and we want to do everything we can to 
halt the spread of these species. Let me know if you’d want to get involved in this issue – and let’s not 
wait too long! 
 
Thank you again to the many volunteers who make Lake Ada such a special place. Please stay in 
touch, and we’ll see everyone in the spring! 
 
Cheers, 
 

Joan Grathwol Olson 

 



2012 Lake Ada Loon and Non-Game Wildlife Report 
 

Jon Hansen 
 

Three loon nesting platforms were set in place immediately following ice-out.  One 
platform was placed in the south bay, one in the North Bay and one in Little Ada. 
Two of the platforms also received “Loon Nesting Area” warning markers. 
 

Even though it was an early spring with a record ice-out, the loons went by their own 
calendars. The first loon arrived on the lake March 28, with more soon to follow. As usual, they 
checked out the platforms right away, but this year seemed to be just shopping. They swam 
around the platforms, and from time to time even climbed on for a closer look, but it wasn’t until 
around April 25 that they really began to examine the platforms seriously. It was the second 
week of May before pairs had established nests at all three sites. On June 4, things began to 
happen! One chick hatched in the north bay, followed by two more in the south bay on June 5, 
and two more in Little Ada on June 7. 
 

All five chicks survived the summer and appear to be doing well and growing rapidly at this time. 
 

Erratic, stormy summer weather made accurate counting difficult, but during 2012, an average 
of 19 adults, including 5 pairs, was observed on a regular basis. The largest adult count was 22 
and the smallest, 11. Only 1 fall “gathering” was observed, and it numbered only 6 individuals. 
As of September 1, 11 adults and 5 chicks remained on the lake. 
 

Many Minnesota loons winter in the Gulf, so the MN DNR is watching survival numbers closely 
following the Gulf oil spill.  Since yearling loons spend two, three, or even four years in the Gulf 
before returning to MN, it will be another two or three years before an accurate assessment can 
be made. Our 2012 number of 19 adults is two below the five-year average of 21. 
 

In addition to loons, two pairs of bald eagles nested on Lake Ada. Each nest produced chicks, 
although an accurate count was never achieved; we suspect there were three. Unlike previous 
years, the eagles did not linger around the lake. They moved on as soon as the chicks were 
able to fly. One pair of grebes was seen several times during the early 2012 season but no 
nesting was observed. They were not seen after May. 
 

Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & Marilyn Hansen. Data is forwarded to 
Minnesota Loon Watchers, a Minnesota DNR Non-Game Wildlife Program. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 Ada Lake Association Calendar 

May 25 Board Meeting 9:00 a.m. Sohn's 
June 8 Annual Business Meeting 10:00 a.m. Ponto Township Hall  
July 13   Board Meeting   9:00 a.m. McDonald's 
July 27   Annual Membership Meeting & Picnic 4:00 p.m. Sheehan’s & Metcalf’s   
Aug 31   Board Meeting   9:00 a.m. Benz's 

 

 

Please Pay Your Lake Ada Membership Dues 
 

An investment in our future. 



2012 Association Membership Meeting & Annual Picnic 
 

Saturday, July 28 marked the 29th annual 
Ada Association Membership Meeting and 
Picnic, this year hosted by Leroy, Pat and 
Eugene Invie at Ada Pine Beach Resort � 
Forty-one families, around 125 individuals,   
took part in the event. 

 

Ada Pine Beach provided a perfect location, and at picnic time the 
weather cooperated with blue skies, a light breeze and a temp of 81 
degrees. There was plenty of food and drink for all attendees. A 
perfect day! 

 
 A large set-up crew made the work go quickly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Twelve local businesses donated door prizes or 
helped with picnic expenses. Many thanks to: 
• Ada Pine Beach Resort, Backus 
• A-Pine Family Restaurant, Pequot Lakes 
• Famous Dave’s BBQ, Baxter 
• 371 Liquor Locker, Backus 
• McDonald’s, Brainerd  
• Pine River Bakery, Pine River 
• Pine River Dairy Queen, Pine River 
• Pine River Family Market, Pine River 
• Process Specialties Co, Long Lake 
• Shamp’s Meat Market, Pine River 
• Starbucks Coffee, Baxter 
• Waste Partners, Pine River 
 

Twenty-five lucky winners received door prizes drawn by President Joan Olson 
and Vice President Dave Sohn. 
 

Business Meeting:  
President Olson convened the business meeting for the purpose of selecting Association officers and 
directors for 2013. A slate of nominees was presented, additional nominations requested, and the slate 
was elected by the membership present. Elected were: Joan Olson, President; David Sohn, Vice 
President; Laura LeBerge, Secretary; Paul Bork, Treasurer. Directors: Al Anderson, Kathleen Benz, Stan 
Bormann, Jon Hansen, Pat Hansen, David Heegaard, Brad McDonald, Phil Lilja, Doris Montgomery, Jim 
Olson, Joe Tracy, Ron Ubben, Merle Weaver. 
 

Thanks to hosts, Leroy, Pat & Eugene Invie of Ada Pine Beach Resort, the Ada Association Board of 
Directors, the chefs, everyone who brought food to share, the merchants who contributed to the event 
and all the folks who helped with preparation and cleanup. Again, it was a great picnic! 
 



Electronics Recycle Day 
 

David Sohn 
 

2012 lake area electronics drop-off day was held July 
14th for old electronic items to be sent for recycling 
and reclaiming. Lake association volunteers from 
Ada, Hattie and Ponto worked the two drop-off sites 
at Back-Forty and Harriet Corner. A total of 250 items 
were collected at the two sites and delivered to the 
Cass Country Environmental Services, Pine River 
Transfer Station. 
 

Cass County residents may take electronic items (E-
Waste) anytime to the Pine River Transfer Station, for 
recycling at no charge. Monday – Friday from 8–5:00 
or Saturday from 8–12:00, located 2 miles north of 
Pine River on Highway 371. 
 

Also Cass Country residents may drop off the 
following items at no charge: 
• One appliance per month 
• Four (4) tires per month 
• Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
• Used motor oil and oil filters 
• Yard Waste (clipping and brush) 

 
 
Plan your recycle trip –Recycle-Reuse-Reduce 
 
Brown Recycle Bins – located at Harriet corner and the 
Ponto Township Hall, for glass, cardboard/paper, 
Plastics and aluminum. NO GARBAGE… 
 
Many thanks to the following workers: Al and Jerry 
Anderson, Merle Weaver, Don Catchpool and his 
Ponto Lake crew, Mike Rother and Merle Weaver for 
the use of their trailers. 

 
 

 

Conservationist’s Corner: Protect Your Waters 
 

Prevent the transport of Zebra Mussels, Eurasian Watermilfoil and 
other aquatic invasive species. 
 

Invasive species are species that are not native to Minnesota and 
cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. 
 

Minnesota waters are threatened by several aquatic invasive 
species. It is illegal to transport any aquatic plants, zebra mussels 
or any other prohibited invasive species, or to launch a boat or 
trailer with these species attached. 
 

                     “Clean - Drain - Dry” 



From the Monitoring Station…  
 

Jon Hansen, water clarity (CLMP) 
Eric King, lake water levels 
Ricky King, rainfall 
 

Lake Ada 2012 water monitoring activities began March 24; the date 
winter ice disappeared from the lake. Ice-out was very early this year; 
a new record. The previous records were April 2, 2000 and again on 
April 2, 2010. 
 

The year started out dry, with the lake at a low level. It looked as though it was going to be 
another very dry summer with low water and many trips to the propeller repair shops. May and 
June rains, however, saved the day, and the lake returned to normal levels (or above) for the 
remainder of the summer. 
 

April, May, June, and July all 
produced above normal rainfall, with 
June delivering more than double 
the monthly average. Rainfall 
monitoring began April 1 and, as of 
September 1, totaled 25.28 inches, 
8.78 above normal. 
 

The Lake Ada water level gauge 
was installed March 30 and the first 
reading, taken the same day, 
registered 1324.58 ft MSL, .24 inch 
below the outlet dam. By April, 
however, the water had topped the 
dam, where it remained throughout the summer, finally dropping to dam level around the first 
week of September. Many docks had to be raised during the summer to deal with high water 
levels. The lowest reading of the season, 1324.58, was recorded March 30, and the highest, 
1325.43, June 20.  
 

Citizen’s Lake Monitoring (water 
clarity) began April 4 with initial 
readings of 10.5 ft in the North Bay 
and 17 ft in the main lake. Lake Ada 
water normally begins the season 
clear, followed by a period of 
decreased transparency, a summer 
period of clearer water, and 
decreased clarity again in the fall. 
During 2012, North Bay 
transparencies ranged from 9.5’ to 
16’, with main lake transparencies 
from 12.5’ to 19’, both ranges being 
fairly typical. The main lake basin is 
usually clearer than the North Bay 
until fall, when clarity often 
reverses. On August 29, both sites 



registered 16 ft. 
The best transparency 
reading, to date, of the 
season was 19 ft, taken in 
the main lake on June 12; 
the poorest, 9.5 ft in the 
North Bay on April 28 & 
May 5. 
 

All water data collected 
from Lake Ada is shared 
with the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) and Minnesota 
DNR’s Lake Level 
Minnesota. 
 

Be sure to check the Lake 
Ada Website: 
www.minnesotawaters.org
/group/ada-lake-association for fall water monitoring updates. 
 
 

DNR Fish Sampling 
 

David Sohn 
 

You may have noticed the fluorescent 
marker buoys and nets around the lake in 
late July. The MN DNR, Walker Area 
Fisheries was conducting a fish sampling 
and population survey of Lake Ada. 
 

This is done every three years and this 
year they also conducted special sampling 
along the shoreline to look for minnows 
and other non-game species. 
 

Assistant Area Supervisor, Scott 
Gustafson and Bill Evarts, NR Specialist – 

Fisheries, conducted the project. They allowed two members of our Lake Association to take 
part in the sampling project; they were Porter Montgomery and Dave Sohn. 
 

The results and data from the sampling will not be ready for the public until spring of 2013. 
 

The new area supervisor for the Walker Area Fisheries Office is Doug Schultz. 
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Lake Learning: Water Transparency Translates to Lake Condition 
 

Moriya Rufer 
 

Did you know that the easiest, most inexpensive way to monitor water quality in a lake is with a 
simple white disk? This measurement tool is called a Secchi disk. It is a metal disk, 8 inches in 
diameter that has a cord attached to the middle. This cord has 6 inch increments marked on it. 
Each foot is marked in black, while each half foot is marked in red. The way to take a Secchi 
disk reading is to lower the disk on the cord into the water until you can't see it anymore. Then, 
you slowly pull it back up until you see it again. You average these two depths from the surface 
of the water to the disk and that is called the Secchi depth. 

 

 A Secchi disk is named after Fr. Pietro Angelo Secchi, an 
astrophysicist and scientific advisor to the Pope in the mid-
1800s. He was requested to measure transparency in the 
Mediterranean Sea, and he did so using white disks. Since 
then, we have used the same concept to tell us about a 
lake's condition.  
 

I have been asked at some lake monitoring training 
sessions why in this day and age we don't use something 
fancier like a laser for this measurement. The reason we 
still use a Secchi disk is because of its ease, low cost and 
accessibility. Also, since we have so many years of data 
from Secchi disk readings, we can continue to compare 
measurements using the same technique.  
 

A Secchi disk measures water transparency. Transparency is how easily light can pass through 
a substance. In lakes this means how deep sunlight penetrates through the water. Plants and 
algae need sunlight to grow, so they are only able to grow in areas of lakes where the sun 
penetrates. The top section of the lake that sunlight penetrates is called the Euphotic zone.  
 

Water transparency depends on the amount of particles in the water. These particles can be 
algae or sediment from erosion, the more particles - the less water transparency. In other words, 
when the water is murky or cloudy and contains a lot of particles, the light cannot penetrate as 
deeply into the water column.  
 

Taking weekly Secchi readings will tell you a lot about the dynamics going on in a lake. Some 
lakes vary greatly over the ice-out season, while other lakes stay relatively the same. Most lakes 
have high transparency in the early spring, decreased transparency in late spring, a rebound in 
transparency in mid-summer, and another decrease in late summer. These dynamics are mostly 
based on algae growth cycles.  
 

Most lakes will experience increased boat activity on week ends and holidays. Taking Secchi 
readings on Mondays and the day following a holiday, and comparing these readings with other 
readings at other times may reveal the affect of boating activity on transparency depths. Boats 
can churn up the bottom of the lake, re-suspending sediment that contains nutrients. These 
nutrients feed algae and plants and can cause an algae bloom.  
 

Significant storm events within the watershed with the resultant stormwater runoff can also 
cause lower Secchi disk readings. Comparing Secchi disc readings immediately after a storm 
with readings between storms may suggest that runoff is decreasing water clarity. Runoff carries 



phosphorus and eroded particles into the water which can feed an algae bloom and cause the 
transparency to decrease.  
 

Good water transparency in a lake is beneficial to the fish and other animals living in the lake. 
Plants and algae produce oxygen as a by product of photosynthesis, and fish, and other aquatic 
organisms need oxygen to survive. When the euphotic zone is deep, oxygen is being produced 
in a large area of the vertical water column. When the euphotic zone is shallow, there is no new 
oxygen being produced deeper in the water column. This has implications for animals living 
there and other dynamics occurring at the bottom of the lake.  
 

To look up individual lake data, visit www.rmbel.info and click on the Lakes Monitoring Program 
link. For more in depth information about taking a secchi disk reading, visit: 
http://www.rmbel.info/Reports/Static/SecchiDisk.aspx 
 

Moriya Rufer is the Lakes Monitoring Program Coordinator for RMB Environmental Laboratories 
in Detroit Lakes 
 

 
Ada Wear 2012 
 

A big “thank you” for those that are sporting 
new 2012 Ada Wear. We try to come up with 
new designs and colors each year and we 
are very pleased with the results for 2012. 

 

This is a cost-base project and is done to 
promote and protect Lake Ada, for we are a 
non-profit organization. 
 

We do have some styles, colors and sizes 
still available. What a great stocking stuffer 
gift… Christmas is coming!  
 

Call Doris Montgomery at 218-947-3217 or 
email pdmonty@tds.net if you have 
questions. 
 

Thanks again, 
 

Doris 

Little Loon - Big Lunch 
Photos by Stan Bormann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meet Our New Directors  
 

Pat Hansen and Joe Tracy were elected to the Ada Association Board of Directors at the July 
Membership Meeting held at Ada Pine Beach Resort.  
 

Pat Hansen and husband, Steve, are from a small farming 
community in the southern part of Minnesota called Madelia. 
They always wanted a "lake place" of some kind and after 
almost giving up, found a brush covered lot on the west side 
of Lake Ada, part of Clearwater Haven. Fourteen years ago 
they purchased the property and came to the lake as often 
as possible. Two years ago their dreams came true when 
they built a year around home. Pat is a registered nurse of 
44 years, the last 11 working at Good Neighbor Home Health 
Care in Baxter. The Hansens have 
two children and one grandson 
who love Lake Ada as much as 
they do. 

 

Joe Tracy’s family has had a cabin on the south side of Ada since 
the 1930's. His father grew up coming to the lake, as did Joe and his 
brothers. Their fondest memories come from their years growing up 
on Ada. Joe even proposed to his wife, Ellen, on the shore of Lake 
Ada (good thing she said yes!). They sold their south bay property in 
the late 1990's and later bought a lot on the west side of Ada, where 
they have enjoyed a cabin for the past 5 years. Joe and Ellen have 
two children: Adam, 13 and Sabrina, 10. They live in Hutchinson, MN.  
 
 

Zebra Mussels Found in Pelican Lake Near Brainerd 
DNR News Release, July 12, 2012 
 

Scuba divers from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) have found zebra 
mussels in Pelican Lake in Crow Wing County near Brainerd. They were found in two separate 
locations during a search of the lake on July 9. 
 

The search was a follow-up to an intensive search last November after a single juvenile zebra 
mussel was found on a dock. The November search of the lake failed to turn up any additional 

mussels. DNR staff also asked the Pelican Lake Association to 
notify its members to report any suspect mussels, but no other 
zebra mussels were found in 2011. 
 

Educational and enforcement efforts to limit the spread of 
invasive species will increase at the lake due to its designation 
as infested waters. Minnesota law prohibits the possession or 
transport of any aquatic invasive species (AIS) in the state. AIS 
include, but are not limited to, zebra mussels, Eurasian 
watermilfoil and spiny waterfleas. Boaters and anglers need to 
continue to take extra precautions when using this popular lake 
as zebra mussels could pose risks for other waters. 

 

MN DNR 
Scuba divers from the MN DNR 
found zebra mussels in Pelican Lake 



Ada Lake Well Water Testing – 2012 
 

David Sohn 
 

Ada Lake ran a well water testing program on July 22nd for Ada Lake 
residents. 28 Ada property owners purchased well water testing kits for 
coliform bacteria, nitrates and arsenic. 
 

A.W. Research Laboratories (Brainerd) did the testing of fifteen deep wells 
and thirteen shallow wells (sand points). The distribution around the lake was 

a great sampling of Lake Ada’s well water. There were three wells with arsenic levels over the Maximum 
Contaminant Level (MCL) of 10 ppb, and one well that was really close to the MCL at 9.63 ppb. Four 
wells contained coliform bacteria. All wells tested fine for nitrates! Results were mailed to all the 
homeowners with additional information they may need based on the test results. 
 

The information below was taken from University Of Minnesota Extension Service – Water Resource 
Center. For more information call or visit www.health.state.mn.us/ 
 

Arsenic in Well Water 
Many Minnesotans are surprised to learn that they have arsenic in their drinking water. 
Despite its reputation as a deadly poison, arsenic is like any toxic substance: its effects depend on how 
much and how long people are exposed to it. Arsenic is a part of the earth’s crust and occurs naturally in 
some soil and rock. Arsenic from soil and rock can leach into ground water. Ground water is the primary 
source of drinking water for much of Minnesota. Almost all arsenic that ends up in drinking water comes 
from these underground deposits of naturally occurring arsenic. 
 

Is arsenic in drinking water common in Minnesota? 
Arsenic can occur in ground water just about anywhere in Minnesota. Ground water from the Twin Cities 
west to the South Dakota border and northward along Minnesota’s border with the Dakotas is more likely 
to contain arsenic. However, arsenic levels can vary from one well to the next, even within a small 
geographic area. Rock, soil, and unconsolidated sediments in some regions of Minnesota contain high 
levels of arsenic. 
 

One source is the shale deposits that were eroded from bedrock in Canada and redeposited in 
Minnesota by the glaciers thousands of years ago. Water from wells that draw ground water from in or 
just below large deposits of this shale often contain higher levels of arsenic.  The federal drinking water 
standard for arsenic is 10 :g/L or “parts per billion” (ppb). 
 

How can arsenic affect human health? 
The potential health effects of arsenic depend on its chemical form, how much of it is in the water, how 
much of that water people drink, and for what length of time they drink it. 
In nature, pure arsenic is rare. It is usually combined with other elements to form "compounds." When 
arsenic is combined with carbon-containing compounds it is called "organic arsenic." Arsenic from plants 
and animals is usually organic. About two thirds of the arsenic in food is in the organic form. When 
arsenic combines with other elements, such as oxygen, chlorine, or sulfur, it is called "inorganic arsenic." 
Arsenic in soil, rock, and water is generally inorganic. 
 

What are the methods for reducing arsenic in your drinking water? 
Install a water treatment system. Characteristics of Minnesota’s ground water make 
removing arsenic more difficult to achieve than in many other places. To assure that a treatment system 
is effective, it is imperative that you work with a water treatment dealer familiar with the characteristics of 
ground water in your area of the state, and that the treatment unit be properly maintained. Appropriate 
water treatment systems can effectively reduce arsenic levels in your household drinking and cooking 
water.  New cartridge type removal systems specifically designed to remove arsenic are now being 
introduced into the market. Water treatment systems such as conventional water softeners, activated 
carbon filters, and chlorinators alone will not remove arsenic from your water. Before you buy a home 



water treatment system, make sure that it will meet your needs. Work with a reputable dealer in your 
area. Find out how much arsenic the system will remove, the maintenance requirements, initial price and 
maintenance costs, and how fast the water reservoir will recharge. Make sure the system fits your 
household’s needs. 
 

Bacteria in Drinking Water 
If my well water is reported bacterially “unsafe,” what should I do?  
First, the water must not be used for drinking or food preparation unless it is brought to a full-rolling boil 
and then boiled for at least one full minute. Bottled water, or water from a known safe source, can also 
be used. Second, the well should be disinfected with a strong solution of chlorine bleach and then 
retested. In some cases, the disinfection procedure must be repeated several times before the problem 
clears up. You must continue to boil the water, or use other water for drinking and food preparation, until 
the retest result indicates that the well water is now “safe.”  
 

How do I disinfect (chlorinate) an unsafe well?  
You can perform a simple chlorination procedure yourself, or you can contact a licensed well driller or 
pump installer to disinfect your well. Homeowner disinfection brochures and advice are available from 
MDH offices (listed at the end of this article). To find a licensed well driller or pump installer, see the 
Yellow Pages under “Well Drilling & Service,” “Pumps,” or “Water Supply Systems.” 
 

Where can I get more information or help? 
If you have any questions about your well or well water quality, or would like more information, contact 
your nearest Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) office and ask to talk with a well specialist. You can 
also visit the MDH web site for more information: www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/wells/arsenic.html 
 

Developed and distributed by the University of Minnesota Water Resources Center. Based on 
information from the Minnesota Department of Health Web site) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tax Planning 
The Ada Lake Association is a 501(c) 3 Environmental 

Corporation 
Federal ID # 41-1768228 

 
Contributions are tax deductible.  

All dues are currently used in ways that do not directly 
benefit members and they are all deductible 

contributions. 

In Memory 
 

 
 

Britta Strom, 103 1/2, of Sunrise Shores and 
Roseville, MN, passed away Friday, July 20 at 
Good Samaritan Home in Pine River. 
 

She was preceded in death by her husband 
Theodore Strom Sr, in July, 1967, her parents, 
Olof and Josefina Nilsson, five siblings, Evert, 
Karl, Gustav, Anna and Kettie. 
 

She is survived by her two children, Ingrid Arones 
(Dick) and Theodore Strom Jr (Debbie), four 
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren and one 
great-great grandchild. 
 

Britta and Ted purchased what was then 
McGough’s Camp on Lake Ada in 1946, added 
three cabins, modernized the existing three, and 
named their new resort, Dream of the 
Northwoods. They operated the resort until 1962. 
 

Services were held at the Cremation Society of 
Minnesota, Edina, Thursday, July 26. 
 

 

LAKE ADA HOME FOR RENT 
Ada South Shore Lane 

1376 3rd St NW 
Call Ed @ 612-396-2098 



NOT IF - BUT WHEN!! 
 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources • Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
 

Invasive aquatic animals 
 

Rusty crayfish are native to the Ohio River valley, and were probably brought to Minnesota by 
non-resident fishermen for bait. Invading rusty crayfish can displace native crayfish, reduce the 
amount and kinds of aquatic plants and invertebrates, and reduce some fish populations. 

 

Spiny water flea is native to Eurasia, but has spread to the Great Lakes through ship ballast 
water. These tiny crustaceans have now spread to inland lakes in northeast Minnesota. They 
compete with native fish for food and they also cling onto your fishing line in masses and clog 
the first eyelet of rods, damage a reel’s drag system, and prevent fish from being landed. They 
are difficult to see as individuals because they are only 1/4-5/8 inches (5-15 mm) in length and 
have clear bodies. You can however see them in clumps on your fishing line. They look like a 
gelatinous ball with black dots (their eyespots). 

 

Zebra mussels are poised to become a multibillion dollar threat to North America’s industrial, 
agricultural and municipal water supplies, and could become a costly nuisance for freshwater 
shipping, boating, fishing, and claiming as well. Zebra mussels have now spread from the Great 
Lakes into some lakes in Minnesota. They are currently found in Crow Wing and Mille Lacs 
counties. Zebra mussels filter a quart of water each day, but they don't consume everything they 
take in. Zebra mussels are ¼ to 1 ½ inches long and are D-shaped with alternating black and 
brown stripes. 

  

*** Remember – CLEAN–DRAIN–DRY all Watercraft *** 
 

Invasive aquatic plants 
 

Eurasian watermilfoil is probably the plant you hear most about. It is present in some lakes in 
Cass and Crow Wing Counties, so we need to be vigilant. In Cass County, Eurasian watermilfoil 
has been found in Leech, Town Line and Washburn lakes.  Any lakes that have high summer 
boat traffic and tourists from metro lakes are very vulnerable to Eurasian watermilfoil infestation. 
Eurasian watermilfoil can spread by a single segment of stem and leaves. There is a closely 
related native plant called northern watermilfoil. Northern watermilfoil has 5-6 leaflets per plant 
while Eurasian watermilfoil has 12-21 leaflets per plant.  

 

Curly-leaf pondweed is a nuisance because it can form dense mats in early spring that 
interfere with recreation. When it dies off in June, it washes up in thick piles on the shoreline. It 
has wavy leaves with serrated edges and a flat, reddish stem. 

 

Please be vigilant in the spread of aquatic invasive plants. Keep recreation on Lake Ada 
enjoyable and the lake ecosystem healthy. 

 

Be vigilant this fall when you remove your dock, lifts and other water items that have been in the 
lake over the summer. If you find any unusual species remove them, place them in a zip lock 
bag with some water and have them identified by the DNR. If you hire a dock service provider 
that has been certified by the DNR they will be looking for such species also. You are now a 
vigilant volunteer!! 

 

Lake Ada needs AIS volunteers - Please volunteer for training 
 

Contact: pdsohn@tds.net 



Zebra Mussel Dry Time 
 

According to research, the dry times necessary to kill zebra mussels can be considerably more than 
“Five Dry Days,” particularly in Minnesota’s weather. The Minnesota Coalition of Lake Associations has 
prepared a “Dry Time Calculator” to help determine if a contaminated boat is safe to launch. 

 

Maximum daily temp (F)  Minimum days out of water 
 <30      3 
 30-40      28 (4 weeks) 
 40-60      21 (3 weeks) 
 60-80      14 (2 weeks) 
 80-100                 7   (1 week) 
 >100      3 
 

(Add 7 days for temperatures ranging from 32-95 degrees (F) if humidity 
exceeds 50%) 
     

Watercraft with motors, ballast or storage tanks that can’t be completely drained must be flushed with 
140 degree (F) water, be chemically treated or be professionally decontaminated regardless of dry time. 
 
 
Ada Association Business Meeting  
Ponto Township Hall, Saturday, June 9, 2012 
 

Meeting called to order at 9:35 AM. 25 in attendance. 
 

(Note: Minutes of May meeting had not been published 
as of 6/9/12) 
 

• Financial report by Treasurer Paul Bork 
      Balances as of 6/9/12: cash $0; checking $10,297; 

money market $9,741; CD $0; total funds $20,039. 
Fish habitat reserve $575; invasive species reserve 
$5,000; bouy maintenance reserve $399; total 
reserve funds $5,974. Available funds $14,065. 91 
paid memberships. Total expenses to date 
$4,189.84; total income to date $4,831.00. 

• Regarding donations to the Pine River Fire 
Department and Backus 1

st
 Responders: 

Motion by Porter Montgomery to maintain donation 
levels as 2011; at $350 to each organization for a 
total of $700.  

 Seconded by Steve Hansen, passed by voice vote 
• Loon report by Jon Hansen delivered by Joan 

Olson. There are about 18 loons on the lake, which 
is about average for Lake Ada, but higher than 
other lakes this size. Be careful of loons!  

• Water clarity report: 15’ depth in North Bay, 18’ in 
main lake on June 4

th
.  

 Motion to approve monitoring reports by 
Carl Lehman, second by Doris 
Montgomery. Approved by voice vote. 

 

Old Business 
• Joan covered the Land Reclassification Report. 

There will now be more stringent requirements 
regarding any development of the state land 
surrounding Little Ada and the northeast Lake Ada 
(details in report). 

 Question: “Can the state sell timber rights?” 
Answer (Joan O): It is school trust land and 
includes timber rights – so yes. 

 

Announcements 
• The Invie’s will be hosting this year’s Lake 

Association picnic at Ada Pine Beach. Thanks to 
the Invie’s for offering this great location. 

• Discussion of Neighborhood Watch. Do we need a 
NW organization? Conclusion was that we do not, 
but this meeting event is a reminder to watch out for 
your neighbors, and use the Ada directory as a 
resource if problems are suspected. 

 

New Business 
• List of present officers and members noted. New 

nominations to slate of members and officers were: 
 Pat Hansen – present at the meeting and 

added to the member nomination roster 
 Joe Tracy – also present and added to 

member nomination roster 
 Motion to accept list by Steve Hansen; 

seconded by Yvonne Bork, passed. 
• New committees being established on Aquatic 

Invasive Species (AIS) and Ada Association 
Communications 

 AIS committee to be led by Dave Sohn, 
with Joe Tracy added during the meeting. 
Dave noted we need AIS monitoring 
vigilance of boats, toys etc. especially on 
the 4

th
 of July. 

 Communications committee leader Joan 
Olson 

Dave Heegard noted that Jon Hansen and Stan 
Bormann have done lots of work on 
communications through the years, along with Tom 
Sorensen on the DockPost and web site. We need 
volunteers to keep this important work going. 

Image from MN DNR website 



Paul Bork noted that no one of 91 had included an 
email address on membership form this year. 
Kathleen Benz suggested we could note we would 
not sell email addresses. 
Steve Hansen noted mailing is costly; perhaps we 
could email or provide web site link to those who 
would prefer that communications method. 
Dave Sohn noted we started an Ada Facebook 
page last year. 

 

Presentation on Well Water Testing 
 

• Dave Sohn was a well-informed and well-received 
substitute presenter for Sara Ahalers of A.W. 
Research- who was a no-show. 

 Q? Is $47/kit needed before kit pickup?  
      A: Yes 
 Q: What about soft water?  
      A: Kit instructions explains how 
 Q: How to get water to you?  
      A: There will be 3 sites for drop offs 
 Dave needs $47/well by July 21

st
, with 

samples collected that weekend July 21-22. 
 Comment by Paul Bork: Perhaps this 

should be done for all wells, funded by 
Lake Association. Comment by Steve 
Hansen: There may be grants available for 
this type of thing. 

 

Motion to adjourn at 10:35 AM by Kathleen Benz; 
seconded by Ricky King. 
 

Phil Lilja, Acting Secretary 
 
 

July 14 Board Meeting 
The July 14 Board of Directors meeting at the Bork 
residence was cancelled due to numerous conflicts. 
The meeting was accomplished via e-mail. 
 
 

Membership Meeting 
July 28, 2012 
 

The Annual Membership Meeting portion of the 2012 
picnic and member’s meeting was called to order by 
President Olson on Saturday afternoon, July 28th. A 
slate of Officers and Directors for 2013 was presented 
and elected by unanimous vote. 
 

Elected were: 
 

President, Joan Olson 
Vice President, David Sohn 
Secretary, Laura LaBerge 
Treasurer, Paul bork 
Directors: Al Anderson, Kathleen  Benz, Stan Bormann, 
Jon Hansen, Pat Hansen, David Heegaard, Brad 
McDonald, Phil Lilja, Doris Montgomery, Jim Olson, Joe 
Tracy, Ron Ubben, Merle Weaver 
 

Meeting adjourned. 
 

Jon Hansen, Acting Secretary  
 
 

 

Ada Lake Association Board Meeting 
Sept 1, 2012 
  

Directors Attending; Al Anderson, Kathleen Benz, Paul 
Bork, Jon Hansen, Pat Hansen, Dave Heegard, Brad 
McDonald, Doris Montgomery, Jim Olson, Joan Olson, 
Dave Sohn, Joe Tracy, Ron Ubben and Merle Weaver. 
  

President Joan Olson called the meeting to order and 
thanked the Weavers for hosting the meeting. 
  

New Directors Pat Hansen and Joe Tracy were 
introduced and welcomed to the Board. 
  

Minutes of the previous meetings as published in the 
Dock Post were approved. 
  

TREASURER'S REPORT; Paul Bork reported as of 
September 1, 2012, Ada Lake Association had total 
funds of $22,477 in cash, checking and money market 
funds. Reserves for Fish Habitat, Invasive Species 
Emergency Fund and Bouy Maintenance Fund total 
$5,974, leaving a balance of available funds of $16,503. 
We have 150 paid members as of September 1. 
  

PICNIC REPORT; The Ada Lake Association annual 
picnic was held on July 28, 2012 at Ada Pine Beach 
Resort hosted by the Invie family. Paul Bork reported 
that 41 families were represented and 121+ people 
attended the picnic. Two new members joined at the 
picnic. There were 25 door prizes given out by a 
drawing. The door prizes were donated by local 
businesses, Ada Lake Association and an individual. 
The Board thanked Dave Sohn for acquiring the door 
prizes from local businesses. A recommendation for 
next year is to have hot dogs available for kids (of all 
ages). The net cost of the picnic was $658. 
  

LAKE ADA MERCHANDISE REPORT: Doris 
Montgomery reported there were many sales of Lake 
Ada items during the week of July 4th and at the annual 
picnic. She will be ordering new zip-up sweatshirts and 
denim shirts for next year. Lake Ada merchandise can 
be purchased by contacting Doris Montgomery. 
  

WATER AND LOON REPORT: Jon Hansen reported 
there were 19 loons on Lake Ada plus 5 loon chicks 
hatched. As of September 1, all 5 chicks have survived. 
Citizens Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP) measures 
the water clarity of the lake. Throughout the summer the 
water clarity measured 9.5 to 16 feet in the North Bay 
and 12.5 to 19 feet in the main lake, which is about 
average. On August 29, the reading was 16 feet in both 
the North Bay and the main lake. Jon distributed Lake 
Ada Management Plan booklets and advised the Board 
that our management plan has been filed with Cass 
County Environmental Services, Cass County Soil & 
Water District, DNR Fisheries and MN Pollution Control 
Agency. Jon was instrumental in getting "It is against 
the law to chase wildlife with a motorboat, or operate a 
boat where it is prohibited - including marked spawning 
beds. Avoid transversing any emergent or floating 



vegetation, if possible." published on page 32 of the 
2012 Boating Guide. 
  

TESTING LAKE VEGETATION: Dave Sohn reported on 
a demonstration in the north bay by a company trying to 
sell a service to test lake vegetation for invasive species 
using a specific depth finder. The annual cost would be 
about $2,500. The Board did not take any action on this 
matter. 
  

WELL WATER TESTING: Dave Sohn reported that 28 
wells from various areas around the lake were tested. 
There were 15 deep wells and 13 shallow wells tested. 
There are 4 wells with concerns about bacteria and 4 
wells with concerns about arsenic. The fee for test kits 
was $47.50 and was paid by the property owner. The 
Board agreed that it was a worthwhile and successful 
project. 
  

MEETING DATES AND LOCATIONS FOR 2013: 
May 25 Sohn's 
June 8 Ponto Town Hall - Annual Business Meeting 
July 13 McDonald's 
July 27 Sheehan & Metcalf - Annual Membership   
  Meeting & Picnic 
Aug 31   Benz's 
  

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS) COMMITTEE 
REPORT: Dave Sohn presented the Ada Lake 
Association Invasive Species Preliminary Plan. He 
stressed the importance of applying for a grant. An 
alliance of Ponto Township Lake Associations which 
would include Ada, Hatti, Hand, Hay and Ponto, may 
help to get funding. A motion was made to approve the 
Ada Lake Association Invasive Species Preliminary 
Plan and to authorize the use of funds from the Invasive 
Species Emergency Fund as needed for the next year. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
  

COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE: Joan Olson stated 
the issues to be resolved by the committee are: 
    The Dock Post needs an editor and publisher 
     Mailing list needs to be updated and maintained 

     E-mail list needs to be updated and maintained  
     Lake Association Directory for 2013 
The Board thanked Jon Hansen for his many years as 
editor of the Dock Post and for maintaining and 
updating the mailing list and the E-mail list. 
A motion was made to authorize the Committee to work 
on communication issues this winter. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
  

The meeting was adjourned. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Al Anderson, Acting Secretary 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Ada Lake Association shall be 

to maintain or improve the living, recreational, 
environmental, and ecological conditions of the 

Ada Lake area. 
 

Statement of Purpose 
The purpose of the Association is to accomplish 

the organization's mission through a spirit of 
stewardship among property owners within the 

Ada Lake watershed. 
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Ada Lake Association Board of Directors 

Name Office     

Joan Olson President     
David Sohn Vice President     
Paul Bork Treasurer     
Laura LaBerge Secretary      
Al Anderson Director     
Kathleen Benz Director     
Stan Bormann Director     
Jon Hansen Director     
Pat Hansen   Director     
David Heegaard Director     
Brad McDonald   Director     
Phil Lilja  Director     
Doris Montgomery Director     
Jim Olson Director     
Joe Tracy    Director        
Ron Ubben       Director     
Merle Weaver Director & 

Township Rep 
    

 


