
Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & Marilyn Hansen 
The Minnesota Loon Monitoring Program (MLMP) is a long-term project of the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources' Nongame Wildlife Program (DNR). With the generous assistance of hundreds of volunteer 
observers, the DNR annually gathers information about common loon numbers on more than 600 lakes 
distributed among six regions, or "index areas" of the state. Volunteers visit each lake for one morning during a 
ten-day period in early July, count the number of adult and juvenile loons seen, and report these observations 
to the DNR for data management and analysis. Now in its twentieth year, the MLMP provides the DNR with the 
ability to detect significant changes in the adult population and reproductive success of the state's common 
loons, and to anticipate any problems that could jeopardize the future of our state bird. 

. 
2013 Lake Ada Loon and Non-Game Wildlife Report 

November 1, 2013 
Three loon nesting platforms were set in place on Lake Ada immediately following ice-out; ice-out this year 

being a new record: May 14.  One platform was placed in the north bay, one in Little Ada and one in the south 
bay.  One platform was accompanied by a “Loon Nesting Area” warning marker buoy. 

Loon nesting season began a month late and within about a week of installation, loons were on two nests and 
scouting the third.  They ultimately nested on all three platforms, but soon abandoned the north bay nest in 
favor of a natural location.  In the process, one egg was abandoned.  Loons also built a natural nest on the 
island. 

The first 2013 chick was hatched June 29 in the south bay, with another on June 30 in Little Ada and second 
in the south bay on July 1.  Two north bay chicks and one island chick followed within the week. 

One south bay chick was lost within one or two days of hatching, as was the case with the single island 
chick.  The four remaining chicks survived the Fourth of July weekend and seemed to be doing well until the 
third week of August, when one of the north bay twins disappeared.  2013 nesting took place three weeks 
behind normal, so we are still hoping for a late fall. 

During the summer, 17 adults, including six pairs, were observed on a regular basis.  The largest adult count 
was 24, the smallest, 13.  Although six or occasionally seven pairs were observed, so far as we know, only four 
actually nested.  There were three surviving chicks.  The largest observed fall gathering numbered only 9 
individuals. 

In mid-September, 8 adults and three chicks remained on the lake; by November 1, only three loons were 
left, probably the three 2013 chicks. 

An interesting 2013 observation was that loon pairs seemed to have already been established prior to spring 
arrival at Lake Ada.  Loons arrived in pairs and we observed almost no mating activities, i.e., swimming in 
circles, standing or dancing on the water, running, rolling and wing flapping in the water.  Also, during the 
summer we observed fewer single adults on the lake than in past years. 

Two pairs of bald eagles nested on the lake, one nest in Little Ada and the other in the south bay.  Although 
two eagles attended both nests, no chicks were observed. 

No grebes were observed on Lake Ada during 2013. 
During early summer an injured eagle was discovered in the woods near Lake Ada.  It was first transported to 

the Garrison Animal Hospital, then to the Raptor Center, University of Minnesota, St. Paul.  The eagle was 
diagnosed with multiple fractures to one of the bones in its wing.  The Raptor Center will treat the injuries and 
release the eagle when it becomes healthy enough to survive in the wild.  Both pairs of Lake Ada eagles were 
observed at their nests after the injured bird was sent to St. Paul. 

We are aware that diminished frog populations have been a concern in Minnesota over recent years.  This 
has indeed been the case on Lake Ada, but not during 2013.  Our yard has been alive with frogs and toads - 
literally hundreds of them!  We’ve seen leopard frogs, tree frogs and all sizes of toads. 

  



 

2012 Lake Ada Loon and Non-Game Report 
Three loon nesting platforms were set in place immediately following ice-out.   One platform was placed in 

the south bay, one in the north bay and one in Little Ada.  Two of the platforms also received “Loon Nesting 
Area” warning markers. 

Even though it was an early spring with a record ice-out, the loons went by their own calendars.  The first 
loon arrived on the lake March 28, with more soon to follow.  As usual, they checked out the platforms right 
away, but this year seemed to be just shopping.  They swam around the platforms, and from time to time even 
climbed on for a closer look, but it wasn’t until around April 25 that they really began to examine the platforms 
seriously.  It was the second week of May before pairs had established nests at all three sites.  On June 4, 
things began to happen!  One chick hatched in the north bay, followed by two more in the south bay on June 5, 
and two more in Little Ada on June 7. 

All five chicks survived the summer and appeared to be doing well as of September 29. 
Erratic, stormy summer weather made accurate counting difficult, but during 2012, an average of 19 adults, 

including 5 pairs, were observed on a regular basis.  The largest adult count was 22 and the smallest, 
11.  Only 1 fall “gathering” was observed, and it numbered only 6 individuals.  As of September 1, 11 adults 
and 5 chicks remained on the lake.  By September 29, the number had dwindled to 5 adults and 5 
youngsters.  Our 2012 average of 19 adults is two below the five-year average of 21. 

In addition to loons, two pairs of bald eagles nested on Lake Ada.  Each nest produced chicks, although an 
accurate count was never achieved; we suspect there were three.  Unlike previous years, the eagles did not 
linger around the lake.  They moved on as soon as the chicks were able to fly.  One pair of grebes was seen 
several times during the early 2012 season but no nesting was observed.  They were not observed after early 
June.  We think they were western grebes. 

Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & Marilyn Hansen. 
  

2011 Lake Ada Loon Watchers Report  (11-02500) 
 
Again in 2011, three loon nesting platforms were placed on Lake Ada immediately following spring ice-out 

(April 25).  One platform was placed in the south bay, one in the north bay and one in Little Ada.  Two of the 
platforms were accompanied by “Loon Nesting Area” warning markers. 

Loon pairs began inspecting the nesting platforms within hours of installation and the first observed egg 
appeared on May 12.  Loons nested on all three platforms as well as on a natural nest at the island. 

All appeared to be proceeding normally until mid-May when swarms of black flies appeared.  When the flies 
attacked, they drove the loons off their nests.  After a few days of this, the eggs were no longer warm enough 
to survive.  Fortunately, black flies produce only one generation each year and the adults live only a few 
weeks.  No one is quite sure why they were so numerous this year; some have speculated it may have been 
related to high water levels.  Whatever the reason, their yearly life cycle coincided with loon nesting. 

As the loon-biting flies began to disappear we, at the DNR’s suggestion, removed the dead eggs from the 
nests.  Within days all three nests were back in action!  One loon pair, however, apparently decided enough 
was enough, and built their own nest in a different location.  All three observed pairs laid more eggs, and on 
June 25 the first chick appeared.  In short order we had six babies: two in the north bay, two in the south bay, 
one in Little Ada and one from the island nest.  By July 11 all platforms and buoys had been removed. 

When we realized all six chicks had survived the July 4th holidays, everyone was happy and hopeful we 
might actually have six survivors make it through to fall.  It was not to be.  On July 17 we still counted six 
chicks, but by July 22, two were missing, likely fallen prey to eagles, big fish, turtles or some other 
predator.  By August 1, four chicks were still with us and appeared to be healthy and growing rapidly. 

On September 1 we counted 18 adults and 4 babies.  On September 28 there were 9 adults and 4 
babies.  By mid-October there were still a few loons on the lake, but no accurate count was accomplished.  We 
assume the 4 young ones were among the remaining loons. 

During 2011, 22 adult loons, including six pairs, were observed on a regular basis.  The average adult loon 
count was 20.   The maximum number observed on the lake at one time was 25 and the largest “gathering” 
was 14.  Six chicks were hatched; 4 survived. 

In addition to loons, two pairs of bald eagles nested on Lake Ada, although only one eagle chick was 
observed.  No grebes were observed during the 2011 season but one pair of cormorants was observed 
repeatedly.  Ospreys were sighted, but no count was attempted. 

  
2010 Lake Ada Loon Watchers Report   (11-0250) 



 
Three loon nesting platforms were placed on the lake in early April immediately following ice-out.  Two of 

the platforms were accompanied by “Loon Nesting Area” marker buoys. 
It was interesting to watch what effect the early spring had on loon nesting activities.  Although the ice went 

out very early (April 2nd), and all loon nesting platforms were in by April 5th, the loons didn’t seem very 
interested, and didn’t actually begin nesting until May 4th.  The early ice-out apparently went unnoticed. 

Five chicks were hatched by mid-June, two from the south bay platform, one from the north bay platform 
and two from natural nest on the island.  The Little Ada nest produced no chicks for the third consecutive 
year.  Unfortunately, by June 25th only two Lake Ada babies had survived.  The single chick hatched in the 
north bay did not survive a loon fight between the parents and an intruder loon.  The island twins disappeared 
about a week apart, apparently the victims of predators.  The surviving twins, hatched from a platform in the 
south bay, made it through summer and, by late fall, appeared to be doing well. 

During the 2010 season 20+ adult loons, including seven pairs, were observed on a regular basis.  The 
average count was 20.  The maximum number observed on the lake at one time was 28, but the largest 
‘gathering” numbered only 11.  On September 1st, 13 adults and two chicks were counted.  By mid-October 
only eight loons remained on the lake; by September 22nd there were six. 

In addition to loons, two pairs of bald eagles and three bald eagle chicks were observed throughout the 
summer.  No grebes were sighted on Lake Ada during the 2010 season. 

 


