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“Autumn seemed to arrive suddenly that year. The morning of the first September was 
crisp and golden as an apple.” 
- J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
Now that we are past Labor Day, we have to put the summer of 2014 into the books - 
and it certainly will be remembered for the record-breaking rains we saw in June. One 
immediate result of these rains was lower-than-average water clarity for the year. We 
also saw an impact on the loon populations; several nests were deluged by rains and 

chicks born later were especially vulnerable to natural and man-made dangers. 
Despite the unusual weather year, we can honestly say that Lake Ada is in great shape, and I’d argue that’s be-
cause of a strong lake association that is committed to education and activities to preserve and protect.
This newsletter is full of lots of reports and projects from the past year, and I’ll just highlight a few things that the 
lake association accomplished this year:
- Lake Ada was one of only 16 lakes in Cass County to have a counter installed at the access so we can monitor 
how many boats are coming in and out of the lake every year. We now know that as many as 92 boats launch into 
the lake on a peak summer day. This is vital information that will help us make better plans to deal with Aquatic 
Invasive Species. 
- I’m pleased to report that the Association secured a AIS monitoring grant from Cass County and matched it with 
Association funds (your membership dues at work!) to provide 84 hours of monitoring boats at the public access. 
Thank you to the residents who helped with this effort.
- We had a wonderful picnic and annual membership meeting on July 26. It’s always great to see old friends and 
meet new faces enjoying Lake Ada. New this year was a wind gust turning our picnic canopy into a sail! What will 
2015 bring?
- New family education programs were added this year to help teach the next generation about the plant and 
water life that make Lake Ada so special. Thanks to all who participated in these programs.
- Migrated to a new website - see article inside - with lots of help from volunteers. As we anticipate the new, I’d 
also like to thank Tom Sorenson once again for the many many years and hours he has devoted to the previous 
Lake Ada website. 
- Thanks to great volunteers, we monitored lake water levels and clarity, and are currently preparing for a larger 
water test in 2015 that will measure levels of specific chemicals. This occurs every 5 years, and we are fortunate 
to have a number of previous benchmarks so we determine any long-term changes in the lake.
Thanks to all for your support of Lake Ada and the Association. I hope you and your family had a great 2014 “at 
the lake,” and we can look forward to lots more to come in 2015. 
Best wishes from our family to yours,

President’s Message…

GET US on your CALENDAR
May 23, 2015 (Memorial weekend) – Kathleen Benz’s home
June 13, 2015 – Annual Business Meeting – Ponto Town Hall
July 11, 2015 – Paul Bork’s home
July 25, 2015 – Annual Membership Meeting and Picnic 
          Invie’s will host
September 5, 2015 (Labor Day Weekend) – host TBA

www.facebook.com/LakeAdaAs-
sociation

www.lakeada.org
dockposteditor@gmail.com
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Jim retired from the Ada Lake Association board this past year, after 
serving as a director for 10 years. He will miss the association’s ac-
tivities and the great Annual Lake Ada’s summer picnic was always 
a highlight. That is where we met and visited with all the wonderful 
families and friends around the lake. 
Jim and Phyllis bought their lake property in 1995 as part of the old 
“The Dream of the North Woods” resort and built a beautiful home 
there. They were first attracted to Lake Ada with its sandy beaches, 
active loons, nice people and the peaceful relaxing lake setting.
The Olson’s are Edina residents, where they raised their two daugh-
ters, Leslie and Lizabeth. Now both daughters have professional busi-
ness careers in the Minneapolis area. Jim and Phyllis have four grand-
children, and it was a special pleasure to have been a part of watching 
their family grow up on Lake Ada, having great times water skiing, tub-
ing, fishing and all the other fun things that happen on the lake. 
Jim’s, occupation during his working career was an Electrical Engineer 
for the Honeywell Corporation in Minneapolis. When I asked Jim about 
hobbies or honors, there was just a big smile. Both Jim and Phyllis 
have very strong Norwegian bloodlines. Jim’s honor was that he was 
the International President of an organization called “Sons of Norway,” 
what an honor Jim, congratulations!
Jim’s reason for leaving Lake Ada was because of the demanding work 
around the property and just getting old, Jim stated their daughters are 
busy with their careers in Minneapolis and do not have time to do the 
needed chores that are required on lake properties. Jim and Phyllis 
will dearly miss the lake and the people at Lake Ada and all of the fond 
memories.
 When asked what changes have they noticed around the lake over 
the past years, things are about the same, other than upgrading of 
properties. Up and coming problems as he see’s them will be “Aquatic 
Invasive Species” and the Lake Association has setup a fund for this 
problem, but he feels that it should be much much more to protect the 
precious waters. 
The Olson’s lived next to Jon and Marilyn Hansen who have been just 
wonderful neighbors and friends over the years, which made living on 
the lake a real delight.
 Neighbor, Rick King has been my “go to” guy for many years, doing 
a great number of my mechanical and carpentry jobs for years, these 
people we will miss dearly.
The best thing they have to say is Good Luck to all of you and we will 
miss all of you. Thank you much it’s been a pleasure to be your neigh-
bor and friend.
Sincerely,

Phyllis and Jim Olson

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS CASS COUNTY AIS MATCHING 

Cass County AIS Matching Funds Grant Project 

Cass County AIS Matching Funds Grant Project was part of 
2014 State Legistation action dealing with Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Fund, one of four funds created by the Clean Water, 
Land and Legacy Amendment. Cass County was the first county to 
have an AIS county plan in place. Cass County’s first half share is 
$222,000.00. Ada’s Access AIS Inspection plan this year is part of the 
matching fund grant. Ada contributed $500 and Cass County matched 
$500 equaling $1000 total for 84 clock hours of paid Cass County 
inspectors at our access. Ada also had 3 state DNR trained volun-
teers inspectors, clocking another 78 clock hours, for a total of 164 
clock hours of inspection at the Ada Access. Part of the grant was the 
installation of a vehicle counter. This counter told us when the access 
was used by the date, day and the times of the day, that we could 
cordinate inspection times with the Cass County inspectors and our 
own volunteer inspectors for the most used days and times used.
The July fourth week saw 
160 watercrafts enter our Ada 
Access and were inspected, and 
that was with the Cass County 
high water, No-Wake period.
This is a very serious matter 
as we have boats coming from 
infested waters, which means 
they were in contact with some 
form of AIS.  IT IS A MINNE-
SOTA LAW - Clean, Drain and 
Dry – Always. Drain plugs OUT, 
that means boat and live wells, 
all vegetation must be removed 
inside and outside of the boat 
and trailer. 
Remember the watercrafts are 
the only vehicle that spreads AIS 
- DO YOUR PART! –
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Meeting called to order at 9:08 am, 7/12/2014 by  President 
Joan Olson.
Members present: Officers 
President,  Joan Olson
Vice President,  Dave Sohn

Secretary,  Kathleen Benz
Treasurer, Paul Bork

Directors: 
Al Anderson    Stan Bormann
Jon Hansen    Pat Hansen
Brad McDonald    Doris Montgomery
Ron Ubben    Merle Weaver 
Board Members not present:
David Heegaard   Phil Lilija
Joe Tracy
Reading and Approval of Minutes
• Motion: minutes approve for 14 June 2014 Brad McDonald 
• Seconded by:Ron Ubben
Vote: Motion carried
Resolved: Minutes from the meeting on June 14, 2014 approved without 
modification
Reading and Approval of Treasure’s Report / Attached sheet Full report
Ada Lake Treasurers Report
Balances as of July 12th 2014
Cash     $2.50 
Checking     $15,453.91 
Money Market    $9,743.19 
CD      $0.00   
Total Funds    $25 ,199.60 
Fish Habitat Reserve Fund   $575.00  
Invasive Species Emergency Fund  $4,113.04 
Healthy Lakes Initiative Foundation  $0.00 
Bouy Maintenance Fund   $0.00 
Loon Platforms Reserve Fund  $655.00 
Ada Lake Reserve Fund    $210.00 
Total Reserve    $4,688.04  
Available Funds    $20,511.56  
81 Paid Members & 19 pre-paid  
• Motion: approve Treasure’s Report for 2014 Al Anderson
Vote: Motion carried Pat Hansen
Guest speaker: Aundra Erickson spoke about liability insurance for our 
events.
Committee Reports
• Loon | Jon Hansen  There are four baby chicks.
• Water Jon Hansen There was 12.3” in June and 8” above the dam.
• Ada Wear Doris reported that business was better the last two weeks.
•  AIS report – Dave and Porter put 52 hours in at the public access.
Old/Unfinished Business
•  No old business 
New Business
•  Picnic planning was discussed and assignments made
• Mailing of the Dock Post was discussed.  All Dock Posts will be mailed 

first class.  
• Jon made a motion to that effect and Pat seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried.
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am.
Doris made a motion to adjourn and Stan seconded the motion and it 
carried.
Fall meeting on August 30, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. at Dave Sohn’s
The meeting was called to order by President Joan Olson 
(7/26). 
The slate of officers for the next year were presented.
President - Joan Olson,
Vice Pres.- Dave Sohn 

Treasurer - Paul Bork 
Secretary - Kathleen Benz

Directors:
Al Anderson 
Stan Bormann
Jon Hansen
Pat Hansen--
David Heegaard
Phil Lilija 

Brad McDonald 
Doris Montgomery
Joe Tracy
Ron Ubben 
Merle Weaver 

BOARD MEETINGS 2014

No nominations from the floor for additional names
• Motion: To accept the slate of officers for next year as read
• Seconded:  From the floor
No further business. 
• Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
• Seconded:  From the floor
Acting Secretary, Pat Hansen

Meeting called to order at 8:30 am, 8/30/2014 by President 
Joan Olson.
Members present:
Officers: 
President, Joan Olson
Vice President, Dave Sohn

Secretary, Kathleen Benz
Treasurer, Paul Bork

Directors:
Al Anderson
Stan Bormann
Jon Hansen

Brad McDonald
Phil Lilja
Merle Weaver 

Board Members not present:
Pat Hansen
David Heegaard
Doris Montgomery

Joe Tracy
Ron Ubben

Reading of Agenda
Reading and Approval of Minutes
•  Motion: To approve the minutes for July 12 and July 26 Annual meeting 

2014: Dave Sohn
Seconded by: Paul Bork
Vote: Motion carried
Resolved: Minutes from the meeting for July 12 and July 26 Annual meeting 
2014 approved without modification
Reading and Approval of Treasurer’s Report
•  Motion: approve 2014 Treasurer’s Report: Jon Hansen
Seconded by: Stan Bormann      
Vote: Motion carried
Resolved: approval of the Treasurer’s Report
• See Treasurer’s Report
• Motion: Send a mailing for membership with a remittance envelope that 

will be sent March 1: Jon Hansen
Seconded by: Stan Bormann            Vote: Motion carried 
Committee Reports
• Loon: Lost two in the North Bay so we are left with two.
• Water: It’s been cloudy all year due to the rains.
• Other: 
1. AIS: There will be no matching funds for 2015.  Discussed having a “check 
box” for an AIS donation on the membership form.
2. Youth Programs were successful.
3. Communication: New website: www.lakeada.org
4. Motion: To add electronic payments for membership on the website: Joan 
Olson
Seconded by: Stan Bormann          Vote: Motion carried.
5. Photo submissions should be sent to Dave Sohn of events from 2014.
6. Almost all of the Lake Ada wear has been sold - $4400.
Old/Unfinished Business: none
New Business
1. Proposed schedule and locations for 2015 board meetings:
• May 23, 2015 (Memorial weekend) – Kathleen Benz’s home
• June 13, 2015 – Annual Business Meeting – Ponto Town Hall
• July 11, 2015 – Paul Bork’s home
• July 25, 2015 – Annual Membership Meeting and Picnic – Invie’s will 

host
September 5, 2015 (Labor Day Weekend) – host TBA
2.There was discussion concerning proposed updates to by-lays and consti-
tution. Changes to the by-laws will be discussed at the May meeting of 2015.
We would like a historian.
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 am.
Motion by Dave Sohn, seconded by Paul Bork
Respectfully submitted: Kathleen Benz
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Jon Hansen
The 2014 nesting season was a difficult one for Lake Ada loons.  
Spring opened with an April 29 ice-out, ten days behind normal and, 
although three nesting platforms were immediately placed on the 
lake, only two were selected for use.  Loons built natural nests at two 
additional locations.  Just as nesting was well underway, the black 
flies arrived, chasing our loons off their nests.  Some pairs returned to 
nesting after the flies were gone, but others did not.  Just as every-
thing seemed stabilized, the rains came. Lake Ada rose over six and 
one-half inches, and the natural nests were flooded.   All told, we 
ended up with only two active nests.

Two nests, both on floating platforms, produced four chicks during the 
first week of July.  All four grew rapidly and seemed to be doing well 
through July.  On July 29, four chicks were noted, but soon after, two 
had disappeared.  Exactly what happened can only be speculated, 
but the assumption is they fell prey to predators.  At the time of this 
writing the two remaining chicks are doing well.

During the summer, 17 adults, including six pairs, were observed on 
a regular basis.  The largest adult count was 23, the smallest, 12.  
Although six pairs were regularly observed, only two were actually 
observed nesting for any significant length of time.  As of September 
1, there were two surviving chicks.  The largest observed gathering 
numbered only 13 individuals.  At the end of August, 12 adults and 
two chicks remained on the lake.

Although researchers are still studying the effects of the 2010 Gulf 
oil spill on Minnesota loon populations, it is still unknown if the drop 
in loon numbers on Lake Ada and other area lakes can be attributed 
to that event, the presence of botulism on the Great Lakes, or other 
causes, is yet unknown.

The following graph shows Lake Ada adult loon populations over 
the past fifteen years.  Nesting platforms were placed on the lake 
beginning in 2000.

GUEST WRITER- MARY POWELL

Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & Marilyn Hansen.  
Lake Ada loon data is shared with the MN DNR Nongame Wildlife 
Program.

This is the first chapter of the ADA Adventures. Stay tuned for future 
episodes.

Chapter one: I Just Want to Look

It was raining again. The air was chilly, and the sky was gray. Clyde 
shuttered at the thought of his vacation in the Holiday Inn, watching 
the food channel with Mavis.  He had traveled up north to enjoy the 
woods and clear lakes, hoping to see a deer or an eagle. Mavis 
chirped about indoor options as she thumbed a vacation brochure. 
She decided on antiquing in Crosby. ”What do we need?” asked 
Clyde weakly. “Need has nothing to do with this. I just want to look.”  
replied Mavis.

Mavis made a beeline for Treasures from the Past. Clyde decided 
to wander the storefronts. He paused at a real estate company. It 
offered computer searches of properties, something to pass the shop-
ping time. He wasn’t in the market. They were mortgage free; he slept 
soundly at night.  An hour later Clyde had a list of 6 properties within 
“their fictional price range.“ Clyde made a lot of decisions avoiding 
antique shops. The realtor apologized for his busy schedule, giving 
Clyde a map, numbering each property. 

Back on the street Clyde found Mavis.  She was considering a brass 
bed frame. This called for a diversionary tactic. Clyde announced 
that there were some really great deals on lake property. Stunned, 
Mavis followed him out of the antique shop. It was still raining. Clyde 
and Mavis followed the map of potential cabins. Several were squat 
structures on barren lots. One was rustic with a nice beach.  Mavis 
and Clyde began to see themselves relaxing in the charm of a cabin. 
The last cabin was more than an hour away at an unknown place, 
Ada Lake. 

It was still raining as they called the realtor to see the rustic charmer. 
The property was sold while they were standing in the living room. 
Boy, cabins are hot! Mavis sensed the hunt. The realtor offered to 
drive them to Ada Lake. As they headed down a dirt road, the realtor 
said you just know when you see the place for you. The cabin was 
nestled among large pines and birches. The lake was calm, gently 
yielding to the rain. A campfire was smoldering. Tied up to the dock 
was a fishing boat with rods poised for action. Clyde said, “We’ll take 
it!”  Mavis chimed in, “ We want all the old furniture too!”

by Mary Powell

ADA LAKE ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIREC-

2014 LAKE ADA LOON WATCHERS 
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Citizens Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP)
Lake Ada water clarity was a bit disappointing throughout much of 
the monitoring season.  We started the year with a transparency of 
8 feet in the north bay and 16 feet in the main lake, but within days 
main lake readings began to drop and, by early June, had fallen to 
10 feet.  Our June 4 readings were 8 feet in the north bay and 10 feet 
in the main lake.  We experienced a brief, unexpected bump in main 
lake clarity during a short period in late June, when readings reached 
a high of 19 feet.  It can be speculated that this anomalous peak 
was a result of lingering cold water with low algae - just preceding 
warm weather and increasing algae.  All told, the season averages 
were 10.3 feet in the north bay and 13.5 feet in the main lake, both 
somewhat below our long-term norms.  Future monitoring will reveal if 
these lower transparencies marked the beginning of a trend or simply 
the reflection of an unusually wet year.  Either way, 2014’s cloudy 
water underscores the importance of controlling storm water runoff 
before it reaches the lake.  Rainfall that does not soak into the ground 
turns to runoff, carrying nutrients and pollutants with it.   

Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & Marilyn Hansen.  
Lake Ada loon data is shared with the MN DNR Nongame Wildlife 
Program.

Karen Benjamin, rainfall & lake levels Jon Hansen, 
water transparency 

2014 was another unusual year at Lake Ada - late ice-out, heavy 
spring rains, high lake levels, dry summer, and a wet, cool fall.  Water 
monitoring began with the April 29 ice-out, eleven days behind normal.

Lake Ada rainfall
The Lake Ada rain gauge was 
installed May 1.  Our May 
through August rainfall totaled 
27.4 inches, 12.65 inches 
above normal.  In July alone, 
we experienced 12.3 inches, 
8.3 inches above normal and 
nearly three times the average 
amount.

Water levels (Lake Level Minnesota Program)
On May 4, the lake level gauge was installed, with an initial reading 
of 1325.32 feet MSL, nearly four inches above our five-year average.  
Between May 4 and June 13, the lake rose another 6.9 inches.  On 
6/13/14, lake level measured 1325.83 feet MSL, the second highest 
water level ever recorded at Lake Ada; it measured 14.5 inches 
above the outlet dam.  Lake levels continued to fall throughout the 
summer, reaching 1324.92 feet on September 1, still above outlet 
dam level.

During the summer of 2014 the Association participated in a chemical 
water testing program in cooperation with RMB Environmental Labo-
ratories of Detroit Lakes.  Water samples collected on five dates were 
analyzed for phosphorus and chlorophyll a.  Although testing had not 
finished at the time of this writing, preliminary results have fallen within 
expected ranges.

Water monitoring data collected from Lake Ada is shared with the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources.

The 30th Annual Lake Ada Picnic was held July 26th at Old Point Com-
fort. 50 families and 151 guests attended the picnic that found the day 
full of sunshine, temps low 80’s and at the end a strong gust of wind 
up ended our canopy food tents, no injuries just panic. This caused 
a break during the drawing of the 13 premium door prizes. Your an-
nual paid membership entitles you to free beverages, burger and hot 
dogs. This is a great way to meet the new lake families and renew old 
friendships. In the thirty years of the Annual Picnic there has only been 
one year when weather was a problem and needed to be moved to a 
rain date. Next year the 31st Ada Annual Picnic will be held at Invie’s 
- Ada Pine Beach Resort, hope to see you there bring your family and 
friends.

30th ANNUAL ADA LAKE PIC-

THANK YOU SO MUCH TO ALL OF OUR GRA-
CIOUS DOOR PRIZE DONORS: Ada Wear, Bites Bar 
and Grill, Stan Bormann, Godfrey’s Family Foods, Pequot Lakes Dairy 
Queen, Pine River Bakery, Pine River Dairy Queen, Process Special-
ties Co., Sassy Sisters’ Salvage, Shamp’s Meat Market and 
371 Liquor Locker

2014 LAKE ADA WATER MONITORING 
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Our boat industry over the past 10 to 15 years has gone from ineffi-
cient 2-stroke engines, to the more powerful, fuel-efficient four-stroke 
engine, but with this change in engineering design we’ve seen engine 
size grow from 75 horsepower to 300 horsepower. In 2013 there was 
198,100 outboard motors sold in the US and the majority of those 
were in the large horsepower class. Everything is just getting “bigger, 
better and faster” and with that I think we have to realize some of the 
negative impacts that we’re putting on our public waters. Our lake 
waters are public, but with very few if any restrictions on our public 
lake waters. Unlike our public roadways for our automobiles have 
speed restriction for road types and conditions, curves, corners and 
traffic density.
Boating on our public lakes and waterways, we have few restrictions, 
no-wake areas and some protected shoreline areas and that is it. 
Do we need more regulations or just start applying some common 
sense?
With our high water lake levels this summer we had the Cass County 
“NO WAKE” rule applied and it was adhered to by most of our lake 
boaters. So, my point is do we ever look back and think of the turbu-
lence caused by the prop on our motor, or when we turn sharp, just 
to give the tuber a thrilling 
ride. We would not do that 
with our automobile on our 
lawns or on a golf fairway, 
but our public lake water 
is different. Please read 
below about wakes, tur-
bulence and destruction caused by our “Bigger, Better, Faster” boats 
and motors.  Sediment that is resting on the bottom of our lake in-

cludes heavy metals that is 
present in our environment 
ecosystem and is being 
disrupted by the agitation 

from the larger motors and boats operated at full throttle.
Boat dealerships around our local area have found that the average 
size outboard motors since 2000 has gone from 150 HP to some-
where around 250- 275 HP. On a small lake like Ada, I’m going to 
pose the question is it necessary that we have that large of a motor 
with greater fuel consumption, consequently more pollution, prop 
causes more damage to the lake bottom ecosystem and can the 
baby loon chicks move fast enough to avoid that speeding watercraft 
coming at them full throttle?

Physical Impacts of Boating on Lakes by David F. Hill (Civil & Envi-
ronmental Engineering Penn State University)

The Effects of Boat Propeller Wash on Shallow Lakes by David Hill 
and Michele Beachler (Civil & Environmental Engineering Penn State 
University)

The Effects of Motorized Watercraft on Aquatic Ecosystems by Timo-
thy R. Asplund (Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Bureau 
of Integrated Science Services and University of Wisconsin – Madi-
son, Water Chemistry Program)

BIGGER, BETTER AND FASTER BOAT MOTORS

by Moriya Rufer
As Minnesotans, we love cruising along the lakes in our watercraft. 
Whether we are heading to our favorite fishing spot, waterskiing, or 
taking a sunset cruises, not much can top the feeling of taking in the 
fresh lake air. 
Yet as the number of motorized boats and size of motors on Minne-
sota’s lakes continues to increase, questions arise about the potential 
effects these boats have on the lake environment. In the last 20 
years, there has been a 36% increase in the number of registered 
boats of all types in Minnesota. Moreover, the number of motorboats 
between 16 ft and 26 ft in length increased 118%, while the number of 
motorboats 
less than 16 feet decreased by 27%. Average horsepower went from 
46.1 to 74.5 from 1987-2001 in a DNR survey of west central Minne-
sota. Our boats are becoming larger and faster, which increases the 
potential to effect water quality.

So how do boats 
affect water quality? 
The Wisconsin DNR 
did a study on the 
effects of motorized 
watercraft on aquatic 
ecosystems. Boats can 
affect water quality in a 
few different aspects. 
First, they can add 
metals and chemicals 
to the water column. A certain amount of the fuel that enters into a 
motor is discharged unburned and ends up in the water. Two stroke 
motors can emit 25-30% of their unburned gas and oil mixture into 
the water. In contrast, four-stroke motors emit 97% less air and water 
pollution than old two-stroke motors. This pollution can affect the pH 
and dissolved oxygen in the lake, which can influence the type and 
abundance of fish and wildlife. 
Another main impact by motors is churning up the lake bottom in 
shallow areas. This action stirs up the lake sediment, re-suspending 
nutrients (phosphorus) that are at the lake’s bottom. When these 
nutrients reach the surface of the water where the algae are, they 
can feed algae and cause and algal bloom. This stirring can also 
decrease the water clarity because of additional particles suspended 
in the water column. 
So what can you do to protect your lake? 1) Establish no-wake zones 
in shallow areas with waterfowl nesting and bulrush stands. “Slow no 
wake,” means operation of a watercraft at the slowest possible speed 
necessary to maintain steerage, but in no case greater than 5 miles 
per hour. 2) Educate lake users to avoid sensitive areas and drive 
slowly through shallow areas. 3) Upgrade your boat motor from an old 
two-stroke engine to a four-stroke engine. Four-stroke engines use 
fuel more efficiently, produce cleaner exhaust, and run more quietly 
than traditional two-stroke engines
To reduce your impact while boating, there are other easy changes in 
behavior we can all practice. 1) Keep your boat property trimmed – an 
engine in the water makes much less noise and creates less wake; 2) 
keep your engine well-tuned so that it runs more efficiently, pollutes 
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less and is quieter; 3) be respectful to wildlife and loons, keeping a 
distance of at least 200 feet away at all times; 4) consider the size of 
your boat and motor when choosing a lake for recreation – smaller 
lakes are not appropriate for large boats or engines; 5) remember that 
swimmers, canoeists, kayakers, sailboats and other non-motorized 
users always have the right-of-way. To read more about the Wiscon-
sin DNR boating impact study visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/fhp/
papers/lakes.pdf. 
Enjoy the lakes! 
This article was written and shared by Moriya Rufer at RMB Environ-
mental Laboratories as part of continuing education for their Lakes 
Monitoring Program (218-846-1465, lakes@rmbel.info). 

If you trailer a boat or water-related equipment like docks and lifts in 
Minnesota, you must take AIS training and get a trailer decal.
• Online training will be available here on January 5, 2015. 
• Paper home-study training packets will also be available. 
• Trailer decals are required on trailers starting July 1, 2015.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is it?
Beginning in 2015 a new trailer decal requirement is scheduled to 
start. The new law requires anyone who transports watercraft or 
water-related equipment like docks and lifts with a trailer in Minne-
sota to complete an aquatic invasive species training course. After 
completing the course, you receive a decal that must be displayed on 
your trailer. 

Who needs to take the training?
Anyone who transports watercraft or water-related equipment with a 
trailer in Minnesota needs to complete training and display the decal.

How often do I need to renew?
Every three years you need to complete training and get a new trailer 
decal.

What if I have more than one trailer?
Once you complete the course you can receive extra decals if you 
own or use multiple trailers for watercraft or water-related equipment. 

How much does it cost?
Online training will cost $5.00. A paper home-study course will cost 
$11.00. Both rates include mailing trailer decal. Additional decals for 
other trailers cost $2.00 each.
To read about the full program go to
 http://trailers.mndnr.gov/

Lake Ada has a new website and new URL address is lakeada.org 
The old site was hosted by Minnesota Waters and as you have found 
out during the spring/summer that it was not working properly and 
was having trouble. Their hosting software was out dated and not 
working. It was decided that the association would update our site to 
keep members informed and by sharing many lake activities.
The site was launched the first of September, and is going through 
some growing pains and we are working with your feedback to keep 
improving the site, so that it will be effective on all of your hand held 
devices and social media options. 
Most of the old documents that were in the old site are still within the 
new site, but located in a new area or under different menus. We 
have many new features on the site and hope that they will be a help 
to all.
Tom Sorenson, created and maintained the original website for many 
years and he stated that it was great for the first several years and 
lake members took an active interest in the site and sent many things 
to him to be used for posting. This is your Lake Ada website and will 
need input by all of the members on a continued effort to make it 
interesting and informative to all.
Many thanks to Tom Sorenson, for his countless hours of professional 
services given to the Ada Lake Association in the way of his expertise 
with the DockPost and as the Web Master over these past years. 
Things like this are taken for granted and are expected by the large 
part of the association membership, but remember this is a volunteer 
run organization and it is easy to comment if things aren’t happen-
ing the way we would like. There are many ways to be a volunteer, 
please share some of your strengths and talents with our association.

LAKE ADA’S NEW WEBSITE

Enroll now for paperless delivery of your DockPost newsletter and im-
portant updates. Electronic delivery offers you quick and convenient 
method of communications and more cost-effective for our organiza-
tion.To enroll, please go to our website for your form 
http://www.lakeada.org and look for “Ada Lake Membership Form” 
and register electronically by selecting the type of communication 
method you prefer to receive and update your directory information 
electronically and submit. 

www.lakeada.
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Youth from Lake Ada’s families learned about the different plants 
that exist in our Lake on Saturday morning June 28th. We boarded a 
pontoon and headed out on Ada with seven eager boys and girls who 
wanted to learn more about the aquatic plants and different organ-
isms in our lake. 
We looked at the emergent plants (Bulrushes and Cattail) in the lake, 
emerging plants would be the ones that live above the water. The 
floating plants (Lily Pad and Watershield) and then submerged plants 
(Algae plus Chara – Muskgrass) of our lake.  
The youth gathered samples of different types of plants and water 
samples that included simple cell plankton to the small invertebrates 
(Dragon Fly Nymph) that make their home in our lake waters. The 
collected samples were taken back to shore to identify each and the 

reasons for each being a part of our lake ecosystem from the little 
one cell Phytoplankton to larger vertebra.
A food chain is the sequence of steps through which the process 
of energy transfer occurs in an 
ecosystem. All organisms need a 
continuous supply of energy. Energy 
flows through an ecosystem in one 
direction—through food chains. 
Looking at total lifecycle of our lake 
water and plants and how we need 
each to have a healthy lake.
From our water samples we dis-
cussed water clarity and the causes 
of different lake water problems, 
and how plants help to keep our 
lake in balance, with the process of 
photosynthesis, by changing carbon 
dioxide into oxygen. Oxygen is a 
by-product of photosynthesis, and is 
the first link in every food chain, and 
they support all forms of animal life. 
It was a fun three hours for these 
youth and their adult family 
members that we involved, a great 
deal of learning took place for all.

YOUTH AQUATIC PLANT CAMP


