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ADA LAKE ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We want to Thank 

all of you that replied 

with our pre-paid postage 

membership mailing. Next year, 

2016 is our year to update the 

Ada Lake Directory and it is 

very 

important to keep your 

contact infor-

mation 

It’s fall and time for my President’s Message.  President Olson’s term 
of office expired in July and, as those of you who were in attendance at the 
Business Meeting & Picnic know, I am your new president.  I want to thank 
Joan Olson for serving as President for the past four years; we all appreciate 
her service and direction.  I also want to thank Kathleen Benz for her service as 
Association Secretary.   We all want to thank the other Association officers, Dave 
Sohn, Vice President, Brad McDonald, Secretary, and Paul Bork, Treasurer, for 
volunteering to be officers in 2016.  I’m sure all the officers and directors join me 
in sending special thanks to the Invie family for hosting a successful 2015 picnic 
at Ada Pine Beach Resort.

Although the succession in Association presidents represents a minor change in administration, rest 
assured, there will be no change in Association priorities.  “Preserving and Protecting Lake Ada” remains 
our primary focus.

When we at Lake Ada think of Minnesota waters at risk our thoughts automatically turn to Twin 
Cities lakes choked with Eurasian milfoil or southern Minnesota lakes in which Secchi disk readings are 
measured in inches rather than feet.  The truth is, all Minnesota lakes are under threat.  Lists of infested 
waters and impaired waters grow longer each year.  The MPCA has estimated there are 500,000 
individual septic systems in Minnesota, and 70% are failing.  All Minnesota lakes and streams are 
being threatened with invasive species, phosphorus loading, shoreline deforestation, acid rain, nitrate 
infiltration and mercury poisoning. 

In addition, a recent study conducted by the University of Minnesota Extension Service revealed 
that seasonal households accounted for over 45% of all households in Cass County, and that 56% of 
those homeowners intend to move permanently to the lakes area sometime within the next 10 years.  
While a boon to local economies, this expansion will place increased strain on already taxed rural water 
supplies and sewage treatment systems.

In the future it will be more important for Individual lakefront landowners to take responsibility 
for protecting Minnesota waters.  At the same time, federal, state and county agencies, as well 
as municipalities and local lake associations, must seriously address pollution issues with revised 
ordinances, better  enforcement and increased general awareness.

MN DNR’s Paul Rodomski stated, “We are filling up the near shore (of our lakes and streams) 
with phosphorus.  It is like a ticking time bomb.  It’s the runoff and the way we manage our lots.  
We need to rethink our ordinances.” Jon Hansen

President’s Message

to come!
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OUR SHORELAND

When you own shoreland you do have certain rights and 
privileges, such as the right to put a dock out to a navigable depth; to 
take water for domestic and agricultural purposes; and to fish, boat, 
hunt and swim. But, these rights must be exercised in compliance 
with local rules and regulations and those of the State of Minnesota. 
For example, there are limits on the size of docks; regulations about 
construction and disturbing land in the shoreland zone (within 1,320 
feet of a lake or river); removal of aquatic plants; placement of wells; 
and maintenance of septic systems.

These rules are in place for the benefit of your health and safety 
and the health of the adjacent lake or stream. 

Along with those rights also comes the responsibility to protect, 
improve, and enhance the quality of the water for your enjoyment and 
that of future generations to come, keeping in mind that the water 
itself is a public resource for everyone to enjoy. 

That’s called stewardship: the individual responsibility to manage 
one’s life and property with regard for the rights of others. The lake is 
a living ecosystem and part of the larger ecosystem of all living plants 
and animals to which we also belong.

Good lake stewardship, which if practiced by you and collectively 
by others around the lake and in the watershed, will keep the lake 
healthy to protect your investment in shoreland property (healthy 
waters = higher property values), your enjoyment of the lake, and also 
preserve its ecological integrity. 

What We Do On the Land Matters 
Water quality is primarily dependent on what happens on the 

land around the lake, along the river, or within the watershed. It’s 
the runoff from the land, and the pollution that is carried with it, that 
can determine the quality of the water. While the land activity in the 
watershed—the land area that drains to a lake or stream—contributes 
pollution to the lake, the shoreland zone is the lake’s first line of 
defense. What you and your neighbors do—or don’t do—on your 
shoreland property can have a significant impact on the quality of the 
lake. Managing water quality means appropriately managing the land 
use around the lake to reduce the amount of pollution that enters the 
lake. 

We’ll look at two primary ways you, the shoreland homeowner, 
can manage your property to protect water quality:

1. Curbing pollution at the source; and 
2. Reducing, capturing, and cleansing runoff. Proper lawn care, 

pet waste disposal, and use of household products; shoreline erosion 
control; and septic system maintenance can help curb pollution. 
Runoff that can pick up pollution and carry it to the lake can be 
reduced by minimizing hard surfaces on your property and limiting 
clearing and grading. It can also be captured and cleansed so it 
doesn’t reach the lake by using shoreland vegetative buffers and by 
redirecting it to rain barrels and rain gardens. 

Make Friends With the Ice Ridge
Ice ridges are formed by the pushing action of the lake’s winter ice 

sheet against the shore and can be more pronounced in years when 
there is little insulating snow cover.

Unless the ice ridge is impeding your use of the lake or access to 
your dock area, consider making friends with the ice ridge and leave it 
alone. They are natural features of lakeshore that have been forming 
for thousands of years. The ice ridge has many benefits to the lake. It 
is a natural berm to protect the lake from runoff. Nutrients collect on 
the landward side of the mound, producing fertile soil where trees and 
plants thrive and provide roots systems to hold soil in place. 

They provide a natural form of shoreline protection. 
Cass County Environmental Services, Walker, MN, contact before 

beginning work; a permit may be needed.

2015 ADA LAKE ANNUAL PICNIC

The annual picnic was held at Ada Pine Beach Resort hosted by 
Pat, Leroy Invie and family. This a super location for a picnic site and 
was the fifth time that the Invie’s have hosted the annual picnic. 

It was a warm and sunny afternoon with the temperature being 
around 87°. Your annual membership includes burgers, hotdogs, 
buns and beverage. Each family brought a dish to share.  We served 
12 dozen burgers and four dozen hot dogs. We had 46 families regis-
tered and 25 guests paid to partake in the picnic so everybody had a 
big time as you can see by the pictures it was a splendid day.

Photos
By

Stan
Bormann



3

IS LAKE ADA IN DANGER OF THE SAME FATE AS LAKE MILLE LACS

Mille Lacs is a harbinger of our future 
for all walleye lakes in Minnesota. Mille 
Lacs is not so different from many other 
lakes in Minnesota except that Mille Lacs 
is an early victim of the aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) invasion. It is the first to be 
infested with both spiny waterflea and 
zebra mussels and the first to exhibit the 
declines in fish populations that have been 
well documented in other AIS-infested 
lakes.

Not only are aquatic invasive species a 
contributing factor to the walleye collapse on Mille Lacs, they also make 
recovery very difficult. Full recovery is unlikely because of system chang-
es in the lake, of which AIS are a major contributing factor. We may well 
have to accept a new normal on that lake. But we do not have to accept 
that same fate on Minnesota’s other premier lakes.

As the December 2014 Blue Ribbon Panel Report on Mille Lacs Wall-
eye Fishery [PDF] points out, a number of factors are at play in the de-
cline of the Minnesota’s favorite walleye fishery. Some we can control, 
others we cannot. The report suggested that falling walleye numbers in 
Mille Lacs may be the result of warmer water from climate change, in-
creased bass and northern pike predation of young walleye due to higher 
numbers of these fishes, increased water clarity, and the impacts of in-
vasive species.  

Zebra mussels and spiny waterfleas
In 2005, Tom Jones, a large-lake specialist with the Minnesota DNR, 

reported finding only four zebra mussels from 60 dives. By 2011 he was 
finding an average of 1,000 per square foot. Each zebra mussel can filter 
a quart of water each day, stripping out the beneficial algae, the base 
of the food chain. Zebra mussel densities are so high now that they are 
filtering all the water in Mille Lacs more than once a day. By 2014, Jones 
was reporting that there were probably 2 million pounds of walleye in Mille 
Lacs, but 2 billion pounds of zebra mussels.

Spiny waterfleas prey upon zooplankton, creating cascading effects 
in the aquatic food web (i.e., less food for perch, small walleyes, and 
other species and species life stages). If the population and impacts are 
great enough, research suggests that young walleyes could grow more 
slowly, which could result in poorer overwinter survival in the first winter 
of life.

Jones said that he is seeing dramatic declines in zooplankton in Mille 
Lacs. “It is changing faster than we can detect changes,” he said. There 
has been a rapid decline in walleye numbers from 2010, following spiny 
waterflea introduction to Mille Lacs. Said Jones, “It makes sense that 
zebra mussels and spiny waterflea are having an impact — they dynam-
ically alter the food web.”

Paul Venturelli, the chair of the blue ribbon panel assembled by the 
DNR to investigate Mille Lacs, agrees: “Having AIS in Mille Lacs takes 
away some management options. ...” Venturelli  added that the decline is 
the result of “death by a thousand cuts.” The final cuts were the introduc-
tion of zebra mussels and spiny waterflea.

There are many high-value lakes like Mille Lacs in Minnesota that 
are also showing signs of decline. We should take action to protect these 
resources before they go the way of Mille Lacs. While the collapse of the 
Mille Lacs walleye fishery is tragic, imagine the impact if Winnibigoshish, 
Leech, Red and Vermilion — or any of the hundreds of smaller, less well 
known but excellent lakes in Minnesota — were to fail also.

There are somewho say that aquatic invasive species like zebra mus-
sels and spiny waterflea cannot be stopped, that we must learn to live 
with them. That is false. Many places have effectively stopped the spread 
of different invasive species. The Statewide AIS Advisory Committee, ap-
pointed by DNR Commissioner Tom Landwehr, discussed this issue in 
2013 and passed a unanimous resolution that Minnesota can stop the 
spread of zebra mussels and other AIS.

When Peter Sorensen, founder of the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive 
Species Research Center at the University of Minnesota, was presented 
with the idea that we tolerate AIS and learn to live with it, he called that 
notion “absurd.”

“People brought them here and now people spread them, so peo-
ple can stop them,” Sorensen argued. “However, it is like a fire — your 
chances are much better if you stop it early. In Minnesota, it is not yet too 
late for AIS, nor is it too late in most cases to reduce the other related 

and interconnected abuses we are presently subjecting our valuable and 
sensitive aquatic ecosystems to. But we must act now.”

‘Super spreader’ lakes: Minnetonka and Prior Lake
One first step would be to control the outbound watercraft and wa-

ter-related equipment from the “super spreader” lakes with 100 percent 
inspection and decontamination. DNR violations data indicate that Min-
netonka and Prior Lake, along with Mille Lacs, are significant originators 
of infested watercraft throughout the state.

Data presented at the AIS Working Group at the Pacific Northwest 
Economic Region Summit in Montana this summer show that Minnesota 
is a significant AIS pathway into their region, and that Lake Minnetonka 
is the most significant lake in Minnesota in terms of sending outbound 
infested watercraft.

This summer officials at the Blackfoot Indian Reservation stopped a 
boat from Minnetonka at the east entrance to Glacier National Park that 
was infested with living zebra mussels. The boaters were planning on 
launching in the park. Does Minnesota really want to be known for foul-
ing one of our country’s premier natural wonders? Do we want to have 
the reputation for ecological recklessness, particularly when it comes to 
water?

A second step would be to establish strategically placed shielding 
(inspection and decontamination stations) of critical, high-value waters 
in Minnesota.

Establish ‘aquatic reserves’
The third step would be to establish “aquatic reserves” within our 

watersheds. This concept is being used with great results in our world’s 
oceans and seas. Carefully selected areas of high productivity or strate-
gic ecological significance are set up as no-fishing Marine Reserves. It 
may seem counterintuitive, but the overall fish harvest increases outside 
the reserves, more than making up for the off-limits area.

Minnesota has designated preservation areas for prairie and for for-
ests, but not for our critical aquatic habitats, even though lakes and rivers 
drive a multibillion-dollar-a-year recreation industry and generate the ma-
jority of the property tax revenues in many rural areas. By removing some 
areas from fishing pressure, shielding them from aquatic invasive spe-
cies, and controlling other human impacts like pollution, we will increase 
the resilience of the watershed as a whole, increase fish populations, and 
provide a valuable baseline for ongoing research. Healthy, resilient sys-
tems are better at resisting invasive species, and better at mitigating the 
damage if an invasive species does manage to establish a reproducing 
population.

The other alternative is to keep doing what we are doing and watch 
more lakes and lake-related economies crash. We can switch from wall-
eye to bass fishing, muskies or even catfish. We can watch anglers tow 
boats (and recreation dollars) through the state, bound for areas that took 
the threat of AIS more seriously than Minnesota has, areas that chose to 
protect their resource and are able to enjoy the return on those invest-
ments.

“This is Minnesota. We are better than that.” 
(Credits to: Susan Albright / Jeff Forester and MinnPost)

Jeff Forester is the executive director of Minne-
sota Lakes and Rivers Advocates, a co-sponsor of the 
special statewide Aquatic Invaders Summit in St. Cloud 
last January that attracted more than 400 participants 
from 57 counties and pooled state and national resourc-
es, ideas and innovations for local communities in the 
battle against AIS

Following are some state and county recommendations 
every landowner can easily accomplish

•  Stop mowing to the water’s edge; establish a protective buffer 
and berm.

•  Use only zero-phosphorus fertilizers.
•  Don’t burn garbage.
•  Avoid shoreline rip-rap.
•  “Clean, Drain & Dry” before transporting watercraft.

None of these recommendations are difficult or costly; in fact, most 
involve actually doing less!  If we work together, we can successfully 

“Preserve and Protect Lake Ada” for years to come.
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GUEST WRITER- MARY POWELL

“Ada Adventures”   Shop Local   •   Chapter Four
Clyde and Mavis continued the cabin projects. Fleet Farm became 

their shopping Mecca until the Norwegian neighbor chided them 
that they really should shop local. Pine River and Backus deserved 
their consumer support. Mavis joined the Countryside Co-op in 
Hackensack, excited by the fresh spices and bulk oatmeal, not to 
mention the great selection of chocolates. She was pleased with 
herself in supporting the local economy while having some great 
snacks. One Fourth of July weekend Mavis arrived to find the co-op’s 
line winding out the door. She took her place behind a healthy-looking 
woman and loaded her basket as she inched by the shelves. Soon 
the woman began loudly evaluating many products for high fructose 
corn syrup, organic ingredients, and health benefits. Mavis began 
emptying her basket. She and Clyde certainly were not eating a 
healthy diet. How had they lived so long? By the time she reached 
checkout, Mavis had only purchased wild rice and beans. 

Although Clyde was amazed that whenever he needed a special 
tool, Godfrey’s or Gardiners came through. They didn’t fail to have 
special wires for the tilt and trim or even Mouse Magic. He also liked 
shopping in the closeout store. Yet, he decided to sneak down to 
Brainerd to save some money. He loved to browse the big box stores. 
He loaded his dog in the truck. First he stopped on 371 to order 
propane. A woman, walking up the road, greeted him. She asked if 
she was could hitch a ride. Remembering his younger days, Clyde 
agreed and was puzzled when she climbed onto the flatbed.  She 
was wearing a dress. Clyde insisted she ride in the cab, and the 
dog was moved to the flatbed.  As they traveled, Clyde asked about 
her destination. She said she was going to Brainerd for work. Clyde 
followed her lead and asked about her line of work. She said she was 
a prostitute. Clyde told her he was only going as far as Jenkins.

TEN TIPS FOR MAINTAINING YOUR SEPTIC 

1. Pump your septic tank every two to five years, depending how heavily 
the system is used. Insist that the pumper clean your septic tank through the 
manhole in the center of the top of your septic tank, rather than the inspec-
tion ports above the inlet and outlet baffles.

2. If you use a garbage 
grinder (a.k.a. “dispose-all”), 
pump your tank every year. Or, 
better yet, remove the garbage 
grinder and compost your kitch-
en scraps. Garbage grinder 
use leads to buildups of grease 
from meat scraps and bones, 
and insoluble vegetable solids 
such as cellulose.

3. Keep kitchen grease, 
such as bacon fat and deep fryer oil, out of your septic system. It is not 
broken down easily by your system, can clog your drain field, and can not 
be dissolved by any readily available solvent that is legal to introduce to 
groundwater.

4. Space out laundry loads over the course of the week and wash only 
full loads. The average load of laundry uses 47 gallons of water. One load 
per day rather than 7 loads on Saturday makes a big difference to your 
septic system. Also, front loading washers use less water than top loading 
machines.

5. Install low usage water fixtures. By installing low water usage show-
erheads (2.5 gallons/minute), toilets (1.6 gallons), dishwashers (5.3 gallons) 
and washing machines (14 gallons) an average family can reduce the 
amount of water entering the septic system by 20,000 gallons per year! Low 
flow showerheads and toilets can be purchased at local lumberyards. Water 
saving dishwashers and washing machines can be purchased at better 
appliance stores.

6. Install a septic tank outlet filter in your tank. These generally sell for 
$100 to $200 depending upon brand and model. They catch small floating 
particles and lightweight solids, such as hair, before they can make it out 
to the disposal area and cause trouble. Some models are also designed to 
capture suspended grease.

7. Use liquid laundry detergent. Powered laundry detergents use clay as 
a “carrier.” This clay can hasten the buildup of solids in the septic tank and 
potentially plug the disposal area.

8. Minimize the amount of household cleaners (bleach, harsh cleaners) 
and similar potentially toxic substances entering the septic system. Note: 
some substances are not allowed to be introduced into septic systems or 
groundwater tables. If in doubt, contact your Local Plumbing Inspector or the 
Division for more information.

9. Do not use disinfecting automatic toilet bowl cleaners, such as those 
containing bleach or acid compounds. The continuous slow release of these 
chemicals into the septic system kills the micro-organisms which treat your 
waste water.

10. You do not need to put special additives into your septic system. In 
fact, some can do more harm than good. Those which advertise that they will 
remove solids from your tank, usually do. The problem is that the solids exit 
the tank and end up in the disposal field. Once there, the solids seal off the 
disposal area, and the system malfunctions. Also, although it hurts nothing, 
it is not necessary to “seed” a new system with yeast, horse manure, and 
so forth. Normal human waste contains enough bacteria for the septic tank, 
and other microbes are already present in the soil and stones of the disposal 
area.

Septic System Tip
•  Beware of Wipes – The packaging may say that wipes, those 

toilet-paper supplement, are flushable or safe for sewers and septic tanks. 
They do not break down and disintegrate, so do not use your toilet as a 
waste basket. Toss used wipes into a actual garbage can. The same advice 
holds true for tissues and paper toweling.

•  Best toilet tissue for septic systems- Scott Extra Soft- Though not 
the softest or strongest, it disintegrated better than most toilet papers. So 
it’s less likely to clog plumbing or create problems in your septic system. 
(Consumer Report)

Beverly was a part of the “Robbins Nest” and en-
joyed Lake Ada for many years with the Harry Robins 
family.

SHELLSBURG - Beverly Vee (Robbins) Bergen, 77 
died Saturday, May 23, 2015 following complications 
from a stroke.  

Beverly Vee Robbins was born May 3, 1938 to 
Albert Claire and Elsie Smith Robbins at Cedar Rapids. 
Following the death of her mother, Beverly was raised 
by her father and step-mother, Ethel (Heath) Robbins.  

She graduated from Shellsburg High School in 1956 and later attended Mt. 
Mercy and Iowa State Teachers College. 

On July 28, 1957 she was united in marriage to Marvin Bergen, the cou-
ple later divorced. Beverly enjoyed spending time with her family and attend-
ing her grandsons’ events. She is survived by her son, Bruce (Ayme) Bergen 
of Marion; her daughter, Brenda Vaughan of Elkader; her five grandsons, 
Justin, Joel, Adam and Colton Bergen and Parker Vaughan. She is also 
survived by her brother, Ray (Renne) Robbins of Cedar Rapids and Harry 
(Lois) Robbins of Lakeville, Minnesota and her sister-in-law, Karen Robbins 
of Shellsburg. Beverly was preceded in death by her parents, step-mother 
and her brother, Alfred Robbins.

JoAnn “JoJo” (Krawiecki) Wallace,  age 77, of Coon 
Rapids, went Home to the Lord on July 6th, 2015 after a 
short battle with cancer. Retired Teacher of 42 years at 
Jefferson Elementary School, Blaine. Preceded in death 
by parents, Benjamin and Elizabeth; brother, Henry. 
She will be deeply missed by her husband of 55 years, 
Jerry; children, Christopher (Diane), Wendy Wallace, 
Kelly, Shannon (David) Springer; grandchildren, Tara 

Pitkin, Joshua Buzick, Sean Wallace, Keegan Springer; great grandchildren, 
Ashton and Emerson; siblings, Betty Kaas, Evelyn Goldsmith, Benjamin 
Krawiecki; many relatives and good friends.

PASSING OF LAKE FRIENDS



5

FROM THE MONITORING STATION 2015 LAKE ADA LOON WATCHERS REPORT

• Karen Benjamin • Jon Hansen • Ricky King •
Summer water monitoring progressed smoothly at Lake Ada.  The rain 

gauge was installed April 
1, and since, recorded a 
total of 23.08 inches; 1.96 
inches above normal for 
the period.

Lake Ada’s water level 
gauge was installed May 9 
and calibrated by the DNR 
on May 12.  Initial readings 
indicated the potential for 
a low-water summer, but 
May rains refilled the lake 
to normal spring levels.  
Throughout the summer, 
water levels remained near 
normal, reaching outlet 
dam level in late July.

Citizen’s Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP) began April 26, with initial 
readings of 18 ft in the main lake and 10 ft in the north bay. Summer 
transparencies ranged from a high of 18.5 ft in the main lake to a low of 

10 ft in the north bay. 
Although water clarity at 
the deep-water testing 
sites remained quite typical 
throughout the summer, 
there were reports of 
elevated algae levels in 
shallow shoreline waters 
during late August. All 
told, 2015 readings were 
average or slightly above.

During the summers 
of 2014 and 2015 the 
Association, in cooperation 
with RMB Labs of Detroit 
Lakes, conducted chemical 

testing at Lake Ada.  In each of the two years, water samples were drawn 
on five dates in two locations. Each sample was tested for total phosphorus 
and chlorophyll a.  Phosphorus is a nutrient essential for plant growth. 
The more phosphorus available, the more potential for plants and algae to 
grow in the water. Chlorophyll a is the pigment that makes plants and algae 
green. It is tested to determine how much algae is present.

2014 results indicated an increase in Lake Ada phosphorus and 
chlorophyll a over previous tests, so a decision was made to re-sample in 
2015.  This year’s tests 
revealed the 2014 results 
to be valid.  Although 
no major changes have 
occurred within the recent 
past, small increases in 
both phosphorus and 
chlorophyll a have been 
noted.  The Association 
will continue to monitor 
these levels closely. 

Water data collected 
from Lake Ada is shared 
with the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency 
and the Minnesota 
Department of Natural 
Resources

2015 was a good year for Lake Ada loons.  Despite a late, cool, rainy 
spring, loons eventually built at least five nests, three on nesting platforms 
and two at natural sites.  Probably due to the late spring and unpredictable 
weather, loons soon abandoned two of the nests, both containing one egg.  
Later, they returned to one, continued nesting, and produced one chick.  
They did not return to the other.

Productive nesting took place around the week of May 18; chicks began 
to hatch mid to late June, almost one month later than normal. 

All told Lake Ada had four active nests, producing a total of six chicks;  
north bay natural nest - two chicks, Little Ada platform - one chick, island 
natural nest - one chick, south bay plat-
form - two chicks.

At the time of this writing (9/10), all 
six chicks had survived and were doing 
well.  We hope for a late fall so all will 
have time to learn to fly and join the 
migration south.

During the summer of 2015, an adult 
loon washed ashore on the east side of 
Lake Ada, the apparent victim of a fisher-
man’s hook and line.

Throughout the 2015 Lake Ada nesting season an average of 18 adults, 
including six pairs, were observed on a regular basis.  The largest adult 
count was 21, the smallest,10.  Six pairs were regularly observed; five were 
observed nesting.  Six chicks successfully survived the summer. The largest 
observed “gathering” numbered only 9 adults.  Although the summer loon 
population remains strong, loons apparently no longer choose Lake Ada as 
a gathering site.

Although researchers are still studying the effects of the 2010 Gulf oil 
spill and the presence of Great Lakes botulism on Minnesota loon popula-
tions, Lake Ada loons appear to be making a slow recovery.

Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada are Jon & Marilyn Hansen.  
Lake Ada loon data is shared with the MN DNR Nongame Wildlife Program.
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Balances as of  Sept 5, 2015
Cash     $2.50 
Checking    $23,923.99 
Money Market    $9,757.64 
CD     $0.00 
Total Funds    $33,684.13 
Fish Habitat Reserve   $575.00
Environmental Reserve Fund  $3,925.04
Bouy Maintenance reserve Fund $0.00
Ada Lake Legacy Funds
K Benjamin Legacy   $484.00 
R. Rechow Legacy (Chanel Buoy) $0.00 
R. Rechow Legacy (Chanel Buoy lights) $30.00 
B. Robbins/Bergen Legacy  $100.00 
M. Schwatrz Legacy   $20.00 
P. Staack Legacy   $25.00 
J. Strasser Legacy   $1,440.00 
Total Reserve    $4,500.04 
Available Funds   $29,184.09 
   
August 31st    Dues      Contrib.
2015- 167 paid members & 5 pre-paid $1,670        $6,695
2014-110 paid members & 19 pre-paid $1,100      $3,900
Total Expenses to date    $8,234.03 
Total Income to date      $14,146.00
Income includes Memorials & Donations  $1,585.00
Final Picnic cost   $767.64
Expected Future Expenses for Fall DockPost and Postage 
Water Testing
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DANGER OF CHEMICAL CLEANERS
Most household cleaners contain toxic chemicals. 

Ammonia, Formaldehyde, Phthalates, Benzalkonium 
Chlorid, and 2-butoxyethanol, are among them. Oven 
cleaners are one of the most toxic products people use. 
They contain lye and ammonia.

The chemical companies spend billions of dollars 
each year brainwashing us. Ninety-one percent of the 
population applies 300-million pounds of these poisons 
annually, often indoors. 

The government acknowledges that these cleaning products are hazard-
ous, but regulation only requires labels to indicate if they are: combustible, 
corrosive, poison, caution, etc. They are not required to expose the full 
ingredient list.

What’s In That Can of Lemon Pledge? Butane, Propane, Isobutane, 
Silicones. Do you really want to clean with gases?

That Bottle Of Windex Will Shine Your Glass But What Is It Doing To 
You? Some of the ingredients in Windex are Propylene Glycol, Isopropanol, 
Ethylene Glycol n-hexyl Ether ,Monoethanolamine, Ammonium Hydroxide.

How About That Room Deodorizer? The toxic chemical found in room 
deodorizers is found in the blood of 95% of children and adults.

Some of the most toxic cleaning products on the market, according to 
Environmental Working Group

• Simple Green Concentrated All-Purpose Cleaner—This product is any-
thing but green. It contains 2-butoxyethanol, a solvent that soaks through 
the skin and damages red blood cells; even more dangerous is that some 
people miss the fine print and don’t dilute it.
• Citra-Solv Cleaner & Degreaser—Orange may seem natural, but these 
sprays contain d-limonene, which can react with ozone in the air to 
form tiny harmful lung-penetrating particles and the known carcinogen 
formaldehyde.
• Clorox, Fantastik, Febreze, Formula 409, Mr. Clean, and Spic and 
Span— EWG says many sprays sold under these brand names contain 
quaternary ammonium compounds or ethanolamine, compounds that can 
cause or trigger asthma.
• Mop & Glo Multi-Surface Floor Cleaner—Contains high concentrations 
of a substance that the United Nations says is “suspected of damaging 
the unborn child.”
• Lysol Disinfectant Power Toilet Bowl Cleaner with Lime & Rust Re-
mover—Sure, this will kill germs in your toilet bowl…but it could also kill 
you or your pet if it’s swallowed. The acid in the cleaner can also cause 
irreversible eye damage.
• Scrubbing Bubbles Antibacterial Bathroom Cleaner & Extend-a-Clean 
Mega Shower Foamer—These lung-inflaming products contain 10 per-
cent DEGBE, a solvent banned in the European Union at concentrations 
above 3 percent.
• Glade Air Freshener Sprays—Air fresheners and other cleaning prod-
ucts often contain addictive additives that can be gateway drugs. That 
can be fatal if you’re inhaling some Glade products. EWG says Wick 
automatic air fresheners and old English furniture polish carry the same 
warning.
Avoid any kind of air freshener or deodorizer that contains synthetic 
fragrances. “These products do not clean or disinfect the air, but they do 
add hazardous chemicals to the air we breathe”  Anne Steinemann, PhD, 
a University of Washington.

Toxins in Your Home: Eliminating the Toxic Mixture - By Edward R Close, 
PhD, PE and Jacquelyn A Close, RA

ASSOCIATION MINUTES • 2015

Ada Lake Association Board Meeting
May 23-2015 – Host – Kathleen Benz
Meeting called to order at 9 a.m. by vice president Dave Sohn.
Members present:
Officers: Vice president, Dave Sohn  Treasurer, Paul Bork  Secretary, 

Kathleen Benz
Directors: Doris Montgomery, Ron Ubben, Brad McDonald, Merle 

Weaver, David Heegard, Al Anderson, Stan Borman, Jon Hansen
Board Members not present:  Joan Olson, Pat Hansen, Phil Lilja and Joe 

Tracy
Approval of minutes for 8-30-2014.  Brad made the motion to approve 

and Ron made the second. Vote:  motion carried
Reading and approval of treasurer’s report.  Ron made the motion to 

approve and Doris made the second.  Vote:  motion carried
Paul gave a 2015 membership report.
Stan volunteered to put together an association email voting procedure 

on issues during the year we are not meeting.
Bill approval for a grill purchased by Dave Sohn. Jon made the motion to 

approve and Al made the second:  motion carried
Dave gave a report on up-dates of 2015 legislative session.
The Janis Strasser memorial fund will have a conservation direction per 

the wishes of the family.
David made a motion and Doris made the second to join these three 

groups:  Conservation Minnesota, Minnesota Lakes and Rivers advocates 
and Wildlife Forever.  Vote:  motion carried.

Association needs
Historian, Jon and Stan are doing this presently.
Communication, Stan
Volunteers are always needed.
Committee reports
Ada wear :  Doris stated she has many new products, shirts, pants, and 

hats.  
AIS: Al attended a workshop in Dec.
Loon and water quality Jon gave the report.  (attached sheet)
Annual meeting will be held on June 13, 2015 at Prososki’s All-Care 

Site.  Our meeting will be in a meeting room at this site.  This is Lake Area 
Community Day with a breakfast 8-11a.m. for a $5 donation.  Sponsoring 
lake associations are:  Ada, Hand/Hay, Hattie, Island and Ponto.

Household hazardous waste drop-off at the Long Pine store and the 
hours are 9-12pm.

Electronics recycling drop off at the Long Pine store and the hours are 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m.

July fourth holiday events are not sponsored by the association.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. with a motion by David and 

second by Stan.  Vote:  motion carried.
Respectfully submitted:  Kathleen Benz, secretary.

Ada Lake Association Annual Meeting
June 13-2015 – Host – Mike Pososki
The annual meeting of the Ada Lake Association was called to order at 

10:30 a.m. by vice-president Dave Sohn.
Directors in attendance: Al Anderson, Kathleen Benz, Paul Bork, Pat 

Hansen, Phil Lilja, Doris Montgomery, Brad McDonald, Dave Sohn, Ron 
Ubben and Merle Weaver.

Board Members not present: Stan Bormann, Jon Hansen, David 
Heegard, Joan Olson and Joe Tracy.

A motion was made by Ron to accept the minutes from the May 23, 2015 
meeting as printed on the agenda. Brad seconded the motion and the motion 
passed.

Doris made a motion to accept the printed agenda and Phil seconded the 
motion and it passed.

Reading and approval of the Ada’s treasurer’s report. Treasurer’s report 
was given as follows: 151 paid members (ahead of the same time as last 
year), total funds on hand: $32,526.05 and total reserve of $4.500.04 with 
available funds of $28,026.01. Our total expenses to date is $4,870.84 and 
total income to date of $9,627.00. Income includes memorials and donations 
for a total of $1,435.00. If you have not already done so, Paul asked that you 
please pay your dues.

A motion by Paul was made to pay Backus Fire / First Responders and 
Pine River fire each $350.00. Ron seconded the motion was passed.

We do not have a slate of officers to present at the annual meeting in 

Ada Wear

Doris 218.947.3217 or email pdmonty@tds.net

M
ugs
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July. Paul made a motion and Doris seconded it to table this till the July 11, 
2015 meeting. The motion passed. A round of applause was given to Dave 
Sohn for the “Lake Area Community Day” and all he does for the association.

The annual meeting and picnic will be held at Invies (Ada Pine Beach 
Resort) on July 25, 2015 at 4:00 pm.

Construction on the Ada public access will be completed in 10 working 
days and will be ready by the July fourth week.

We have funds dedicated for Ada Lake “Water Quality Testing” project 
from Janis Strasser memorial funds. This fund will cover our lake water 
testing for close to ten years.

We need AIS volunteers as we only have three trained Level one 
inspectors for this project.

Doris stated the Ada wear is doing well and she has new items this 
spring. She is doing a super job and is so readily available. We need to be 
thinking about up dating our “Lake Management Plan”.

M. Ronnings, commented on winter shoreline ice jacking with Cass 
County Shoreline requirements

Brad made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Merle seconded the 
motion.

Respectfully submitted: Kathleen Benz, secretary

Ada Lake Association Board of Directors Meeting  
July 10, 2015 / Host - Dave and Priscilla’s home.  
The meeting was called to order by VP – Dave Sohn at 3:40 p.m.  Those 

present were Pat Hansen, Merle Weaver, Jon Hansen, Doris Montgomery, 
Stan Borman, Dave Sohn and Kathleen Benz.  Those absent were Joan 
Olson, Paul Bork, David Heegard, Phil Lilja, Brad McDonald, Joe Tracy and 
Ron Ubben.

Stan made a motion to accept the minutes as printed and Pat seconded 
the motion and it passed.

There was no treasure’s report other than there was a donation of $1,000 
given.  We have 161 members to date.

Ada wear is doing well, as reported by Doris.  She has ordered more and 
will have it at the picnic.

The loon and water report was given by Jon.  The rainfall total to date 
was 12.78”.  The lake level was 1324.81 to date.  The average count of 
loons are 19 adults with a total of 6 chicks.  The chemical level looks good 
for now.

A porta potty was delivered to the public access on July 6, 2015.  Our 
part of payment for this is $459.77  Stan made a motion to pay this and Doris 
seconded the motion and it passed.

Our water quality needs to be addressed and we need to put pressure on 
the legislature.

We are renting tables form Godfreys for the picnic , 6 tables for $60.  
Merle made a motion to pay this and Stan seconded the motion and it 
passed.

The set-up for the picnic is at noon on July 25, 2015.  Picnic plans were 
made and assignments given.

The officers for the coming year are:  President:  Jon Hansen, Vice-
President:  Dave Sohn,  Secretary:  Brad McDonald, and Treasurer:  Paul 
Bork.  Doris made a motion to accept the slate and Pat seconded the 
motion and it passed.  Stan nominated Steve Hansen to be a director.  Doris 
seconded the motion and it passed.

Old business is the lake management plan needs to be updated.  Stan 
would help with the west side of Cty Rd 43 for the school trust land.

Pat made a motion for adjournment and Jon seconded the motion and it 
passed.

Respectively  submitted,  Kathleen Benz

Ada Lake Association  |  Host Invie Family – Ada Pine Beach Resort
Annual Membership Meeting & Picnic – July 25, 2015
Vice President Dave Sohn called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m.  The 

Ada Lake Association Annual Membership Meeting & Picnic was held at Ada 
Pine Beach Resort.  The Invies were thanked for hosting their fifth picnic 
event.  

Jason Smith from the Backus Fire Dept and First Responders spoke 
about their role in assisting area residents.   To be prepared, we must 
have our properties Blue Address ID information located in our cabins for 
emergency use at all times. Backus and Pine River departments were 
thanked for their service.

The Association is having problems getting residents to volunteer as 
officers.  We are always in need of new members and volunteers.

We need to be very concerned about our water resources both, our 
surface water and also at the aquifer level. A large percentage of our 
southern Minnesota Lakes are not suitable for swimming, because of 
phosphorus run-off. Our ground water table is threatened because of 
Industry, herbicides, Insecticides and other threats to the ground water. We 
cannot take this resource for granted because it is not a renewable resource.

Cass County is one of the leading Counties in the state with AIS (Aquatic 
Invasive Species) inspections/prevention and has put to good use the State 
Legislative dollar allotment for each County.

The officers and directors for the coming year were presented as follows:  
Jon Hansen, interim president, Dave Sohn, interim vice president, Brad 
McDonald, secretary and Paul Bork, treasurer.  The directors as follows:  Al 
Anderson, Kathleen Benz, Stan Borman, Pat Hansen, Steve Hansen, Dave 
Heegard, Phil Lilja, Doris Montgomery, Joan Olson, Joe Tracy, Ron Ubben, 
and Merle Weaver.  

A motion was made and seconded and passed in a vote to accept.  There 
was a motion to adjourn and seconded and vote passed.

Respectively submitted,  Kathleen Benz

Ada Lake Association Meeting  |  8:30AM  September 5, 2015 
Host by Stan and Shirley Bormann
Board Present: Al Anderson, Jon Hansen, Brad McDonald, Kathleen 

Benz, Paul Bork, Ron Ubben, Stan Bormann, Pat Hansen, Steve Hansen, 
Merle Weaver, Dave Sohn, Doris Montgomery and Phil Lilja.  Absent: Dave 
Heegard, Joan Olson, and Joe Tracy.

Minutes of Last Meeting
July 10th and July 25th minutes were reviewed and motion to accept as 

written by Uben and Pat Hansen. Motion carried.
Reports
Treasurer – Treasurer Bork gave his report and the financial position 

of the Association is strong.  We currently have 165 paid members and 
contributions from members are the highest in recent times.  Motion to 
accept treasurer’s report by Benz and Sohn.  Motion carried

Picnic – 46 Families registered and 22 guests attended a successful 
picnic.

Water – Loon report – Jon Hansen reported there was an 18 loon 
average on the lake this summer.  The chick hatch was 6 with all surviving 
the summer.  Levels have been 18 in the main lake.  Water levels have been 
normal.

Ada Wear - Montgomery reported that it was a good year for Ada Wear.
AIS Update – We are currently getting150 hours per month of inspections 

from Cass County at the boat launch.
Future Water Testing – Just finishing our second year of water testing.  

Because of high variability of results over the two years the results are not 
conclusive.  It appears that phosphorous is starting to rise slightly but the 
changes may or may not be significant.  Motion by Sohn and Borman to test 
in 2017 to try to measure the levels of pollutants in the lake.  Also to revisit 
the testing schedule next year.  Motion carried.

2016 Calendar
May 28 - Board meeting at Jon Hansens
June 11 – Annual Meeting at Ponto Town Hall
July 16 – Board Meeting at Montgomerys
July 30 – P   icnic at Old Point Comfort 
September 3 – Board Meeting at Borks
Old Business
School Trust Lands – School trust lands off of Co 43 with shoreline on 

Lake Ada are being considered for sale by the State.  The association will 
monitor the progress of this possibility and develop a plan.

Revised Bylaws – Motion by Bork and Ubben to present the bylaws as 
revised to the membership at the June 2016 annual meeting.  Motion passed

New Business
Association donation money – Money has been donated for the greatest 

need of the association by lake residents in memoriam.  There was a 
discussion of possible uses.

2016 Directory – The plan is to produce a directory for 2016. 
Motion by Pat Hansen and Benz to adjourn at 10:53AM

ASSOCIATION MINUTES • 2015
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Ada Lake Association
P.O. Box 202 • Pine River, MN 

 ADA MEMBERSHIPS  2015

 

2015 Ada Lake Association membership is at 167 members as 
of September 1st.  We want to thank you for your continuing support 
of our association and for those of you that may have forgotten to 
renew your 2015 membership it is still possible to renew your $10.00 
membership. You can go to our web site and download the mem-
bership form. Ada Lake association is a 501c3 organization and any 
donations will be excepted up to December 31, 2015.

We will again be sending you a renewal membership remittance 
envelope after the first of the year for your 2016 membership.

Your association board is trying to use your membership dollars 
in the best possible methods that coincide with our mission and the 
by-laws that include- 

Membership dues, donations and workshops to:
• Association of Cass County Lakes
• Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates
• Conservation Minnesota
• Wildlife Forever
• Backus Fire Department/First Responders
• Pine River Fire Department
• 2015 Aquatic Invaders Summit
• 2014 Minnesota AIS Research and Management Showcase
 
 Areas of future concerns for ADA Lake 
• Combat an Invasive Species – Invasion
• Protection of sensitive Northeast Shoreline property
• Lake Fishery - stocking and habitat improvement
• Lake Water Quality
• Shoreline run-off and reconstruction
• Destroying shoreline vegetation 
• Lake phosphorus level

Another great season for Ada Wear, just a few 
ladies and mens “T”shirts, sweat pants and 
sweatshirts left in stock. Call and check with 

Doris before they are all gone. 

Ada Wear  is a not-for-profit way to support Lake Ada. 

                     to Doris and her family for the 
countless hours of service she gives us each 

year. This season Doris sold around 375 items of 
Ada Wear to our lake family and friends


