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ADA LAKE ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

“It’s Dock Post publication 
time” the email from the editor 
said.  So…, my reply back 
stated!  Well, I was promptly 
informed in the immediate re-
sponse was, “one of the Lake 
Ada Association President’s 
responsibilities is to produce 
an insightful, intellectual, 
informative article for the Dock 

Post.” Obviously, the nominating or credentials 
committee failed to verify if or not I would be 
remotely capable of rising to such a challenge.  
I have often said “English courses were the 
only foreign language classes I had in high 
school or college and I was darn lucky just to 
get a passing grade in them!”

The season is changing and the lake and 
surrounding landscape are beginning the slow 
seasonal change day by day.  Some docks 
and lifts have already have made their way 
to their winter encampment, even a cabin or 
two look to be already prepared for the long 
season ahead and await the return of the resi-
dents next Spring.   

Well that’s enough for space filling nonsense. 
I do really want to mention your Board of Direc-
tors is engaged in many very important tasks 
directed towards maintaining and improving 
Lake Ada.  Reposts about most of those acti-
vates are included throughout the rest of this 
Dock Post. So be sure to take the time to read 
about them and as importantly, ask questions 
and certainly provide any suggestions you 
may have. Board members do a lot of work, 
research and other activities year around.  We 

need to be thankful for all the things that get 
done, but are often not recognized.  Many 
things just happen thanks to many volunteers 
and board members’ time and efforts. Things 
such as; lake markers, Loon platforms, water 
clarity monitoring, summer picnic, the Dock 
Post and many other things.  We need to be 
thankful to all those that have taken the time 
to make them happen. 

One of the most important activities of the 
board is the attention and efforts we are 
directing toward preventing Aquatic Inva-
sive Species (AIS) from entering our lake.  I 
encourage all to become more fully informed 
about this threat and help in any manner you 
can.  Unfortunately, one of the most common 
comments from residents of other lakes that 
have become infected is, “oh no, why weren’t 
we doing more to try to prevent it from hap-
pening!”  We encourage all Lake Ada Associ-
ation members to learn as much as they can 
about the AIS threat and more importantly, 
help however they can to prevent it.

Finally, I cannot close with thanking all of 
you that are members of the Lake Ada Lake 
Association.  Our total membership has 
reached 90% of all those eligible. That level 
of commitment not only helps your associa-
tion financially, but as the association works 
with various related groups and governmental 
units, this high membership level shows very 
strong support for whatever our request and 
efforts maybe. 

          Steve Hansen

President’s Message

We want to Thank 

all of you that replied with 

our pre-paid postage member-

ship mailing. This year, 2016 is 

our year to update the Ada Lake 

Directory and it is very 

important to keep your 

contact information 

current.
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR
Dave, Mandy & Josh Peterson

Lake Ada is very fortunate to have nice shallow 
sandy beach shorelines for swimming and wad-
ing. This allows younger swimmer to be a greater 
distance from the shore which is causing a safe-
ty problem with boaters and swimmers. 
It has been brought to our attention that boat-
ers are coming far too close to the shoreline 
for swimmer safety, many boats are just cruis-
ing past, but some are flying past at very high 
speeds.
Remember, swimmers and loons have no chance 
to escape from a big horse speeding power 
boats, so please stay a greater distance from 
the shoreline… You may not see someone in the 
water until it is to late! Please Stay Clear!!

NEW NEIGHBOR
Peterson, David and Miranda - Smith Dr.
Schiltz, Gregory and Mikkie - State 84 NW.

BOATERS PLEASE REMEMBER

On Saturday, July 30th the Lake Ada Annual picnic 
was held at Old Point Comfort, for our membership 
families and guests. 
The weather condi-
tions were perfect, 
with bright sunshine, 
temps in the high 70’s 
and a slight breeze, 
what more could we 
ask.

The annual picnic is 
a great place to meet 
our new lake family 
residents and renew 
our friendships with 
old friends around 
the lake that we may 
only see when we 
are out on the water and can just wave to them. This 
year we had 150 – 175 members and guest attending 
the afternoon event and a new main menu of roast pig/
pork was added, that 
was sliced or pulled. 
Along with that we 
had a super selection 
of hot and cold dishes 
that were brought 
for dishes-to-share. 
Each year our lake 
member cooks are 
coming up with new 
gourmet creations 
that make this a very special lake activity. If you have 
never attended our membership picnic before, please 
put Saturday, July 29th on your 2017 calendar now.

This year a new raffle project was held to create an 
“Emergency AIS Fund” for Lake Ada, which raised 
close to four hundred dollars. We hope that this fund 
will not be needed and 
we can keep our lake free 
of all Aquatic Invaders. 
The raffle items included 
a handmade queen size, 
cabin style quilt, made by 
Kathleen Benz and won by 
Pat Invite. Stan and Shirley 
Bormann donated two 16 X 
20 photo prints, with beau-
tiful photographs of a loon 
family and eagles on Lake 
Ada. The loon print was 
won by Karen Benjamin 
and the eagle print by Brad 
Rezac. 

Many thanks to host Old Point Comfort, all works, 
donators and members for making this picnic special. 

2016 Lake Ada Picnic

The Robbins and Couchman Families
will be hosting The Annual Lake Ada Picnic

July 29, 2017 at 4 p.m.

We are Dave and Mandy Peterson and we have a 12 
year old son named Josh.  We have lived in Merrifield, 
Minnesota 
for the 
last 17 
years and 
both grew 
up in the 
surrounding 
areas.  Our 
son just 
started 7th 
grade in 
Brainerd.  
Dave works 
for BNSF 
Railroad as 
a machinist and I was a mail carrier for 13 years until 
last fall and now work from home in online sales.  We 
enjoy spending time at Lake Ada, going to auctions and 
old cars.  

Josh loves swim, tube and kneeboard and is very 
much into gaming.  

My sister in law is a realtor and she found the property 
for us.  We chose the Lake Ada property on Smith Drive 
because the property was perfect for our needs and it is 
not very far from our home in Meerifield, which makes it 
perfect for us.

Hope to meet you at or on the lake!  
Dave and Mandy
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SHORELAND AND LAND ALTERATION REQUIRE CASS CO. PERMITS

ADA LOONS
Minnesota Loon Watchers on Lake Ada 

Jon & Marilyn Hansen.  
Lake Ada loon data is shared with the Minnesota DNR 
Nongame Wildlife Program.
The loon nesting season at Lake Ada began in mid-
April, when three nesting platforms were placed on the 
lake; one in Little Lake Ada, one on the west shore, 
and one in the south bay.  By early May there were five 
active nests, three on the platforms and two at natural 
locations. 
On June 4, the first chick was hatched, quickly followed 
by others on June 5, June 8, and June 10.   A late arrival 
appeared June 21.  Unfortunately, the loons in little Ada 
abandoned their nest on 
June 13 and did not return.  
Three eggs were removed 
from the nest and delivered 
to the DNR office in 
Brainerd for examination.  
All five chicks hatched in 
June survived through 
August.
All told, Lake Ada had five 
active nests, producing 
a total of five chicks; one in the north bay, one at the 
island, one on the west shore, and two in the south bay.
Two injured adults were observed on the lake in June, 
one in the south bay, and one along the west shore.  
The south bay loon had suffered head/neck injuries and 
was on shore.  The west shore loon appeared to have 
sustained a leg injury and was also on shore.  Both loons 
were so weak they allowed observers to come within two 
or three feet.  Ultimately, both were able to return to the 
water and swim away.
Throughout the 2016 nesting season, an average of 
18 adult loons, including seven pairs, were observed 
on a regular basis.  The largest adult count was 21, the 
smallest, 15.  Seven pairs were regularly observed, 
five established nests.  Five chicks were hatched and 
successfully survived the summer.  As of Sept 1, no 
gatherings of more than 6 adults were observed.  No 
adults with colored leg bands were observed.

One pair of bald eagles nested during 2016, producing 
one chick. 

Lake Ada DNR Fishery Sampling
The DNR fisheries division out of Walker, Minnesota 
conducts lake fish sampling survey each year on major 
lakes and the smaller lakes every three or four years. 
Ada is a smaller lake and on a four-year cycle. DNR 
Fishery Biologist, Scott 
Gunderson and a college 
summer Intern, Isaac did the 
week on Lake Ada, with the 
help of two Lake Ada fish 
management members, Por-
ter Montgomery and Dave 
Sohn.
During the week long proj-
ect, they first check the oxy-
gen levels at different depths 
of the lake. This will help 
determine the net placement 
during the weeks testing. 
The test sampling involves 
two different method types, gill nets and trap nets sam-
pling. The trap nets is the main piece of equipment 
used for sampling bluegill, crappie, and bullheads. The 
standard trap net is 4 feet tall by 6 feet wide with a 40 

foot lead. Which is set 
perpendicular to shore 
and extend out into the 
lake. The fish that swim 
the shoreline follow the 
net to a holding area 
the “trap” where they 
are safely stored. Each 
morning the traps are 
emptied into a holding 
tank and then each fish 
is recorded by size mea-
surement and identified 
by species type. This 
process is used around 

the total circumference of the lake in a week’s time.
Gill nets are the main piece of equipment used for 
sampling walleye, northern pike, yellow perch, cisco 
and whitefish. The nets are 6 feet tall by 250 feet long 
and have 5 different mesh size openings, ranging from 
3/4 inch on one end (shallow end) and increase along 
the net to 1 1/2 inch opening on the other end of the 
net. (deep end) The gill net placement will then use the 
oxygen measurement readings. Ada’s adequate oxygen 
level reading was at 20 feet, so that always determine 
the placement location of the net with the large mesh 
openings always starting at that depth. The smaller 
mesh opening would then be placed around 7 to 8 feet 
depth. With this setup larger fish will use the deeper wa-
ters and smaller fish the shallow water and will produce 
a good fish sample of the total fish population around the 
entire lake. 
From the sample fish taken, a series of related data is 
recorded and used, it’s length and weight from each fish, 
determine the sex, look for parasites or disease, and 
remove several of the fishes scales for determining the 
fishes age. Some scale are used for DNA testing, skele-
tal structure is used for and growth rate and a check on 

the latest food sources used for nutrition. 
Another sampling methods used at a different time is 
Electrofishing. This is a specialized type of equipment 
that is most often used for sampling largemouth bass, 
smallmouth bass, and young of the year walleye. A 
boat-mounted generator is used to induce electrical cur-
rent into the water that stuns the fish, allowing fisheries 
workers to net the fish for placement in live wells. Most 
of the fish caught by electrofishing recover rapidly and 
are promptly returned to the water after the necessary 
biological data is recorded.
The final data results will be completed in early Spring 
of 2017.
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2015 AIS ADA LAKE SUMMARY 
Starry Stonewort Information

Starry stonewort are grass-like algae that are not 
native to North America. The plant was first confirmed 
in Minnesota in Lake 
Koronis, near Paynes-
ville in Stearns County, 
in late August of 2015. 
Plant fragments were 
probably brought into 
the state on a trailered 
watercraft fro  m infest-
ed waters in another 
state. In August of 2016, 
starry stonewort was 
confirmed in several 
north-central Minnesota 
lakes in Beltrami, Itasca and Cass counties. 
How to identify starry stonewort?
Starry stonewort is similar in appearance to native 
grass-like algae such as other stoneworts and musk-
grass. Native stoneworts and musk-grass are both 
commonly found in Minnesota waters. Starry stonewort 
can be distinguished from other grass-like algae by the 
presence of star-shaped 
bulbils. 
Why is starry stonewort 
a problem?
Starry stonewort can 
interfere with recreation-
al and other uses of 
lakes where it can pro-
duce dense mats at the wa-
ter’s surface. These mats 
are similar to, but can be 
more extensive than, those produced by native vegeta-
tion. Dense starry stonewort mats may displace native 
aquatic plants.
How does it spread?
Starry stonewort is believed to be spread from one 
body of water to another by the unintentional transfer 

of plant fragments and bul-
bils, the star-like structures 
produced by the plant. These 
fragments, or mud contain-
ing them, can be transferred 
on trailered boats, personal 
watercraft, docks, boat lifts, 
anchors or any other water-re-
lated equipment that is not 
properly cleaned.
What can be done to re-
duce starry stonewort?
The potential to manage the 
plant is not well documented. 

It appears that treatment with herbicides can suppress 
starry stonewort. Some states use hand pulling, which 
may be a way to reduce biomass in small areas. Me-
chanical removal can also be 
effective. In the case of a newly 
discovered population of starry 
stonewort that has a limited dis-
tribution in the lake, mechanical 
harvesting is not recommended 
because it might create frag-
ments that would speed the 
spread of the invasive plant 
within the lake.

© 2016 Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources

Safeguarding Minnesota’s Waters

Minnesota law requires a 21 consecutive day drying 
time before placing a dock, boat lift or swim raft or 
water-related equipment in another water body.

Fall is an ideal time to be very observant when you are 
removing your docks, boat lifts, swim rafts, and mooring 
buoys. Because these items have been sitting in water 
for extended periods, giving zebra mussels an opportuni-
ty to attach themselves. 

1. If you buy or sell a used boat lift, dock, or swim raft, 
inspect it for mussels and let it dry for at least 21 
consecutive days in open air and full sun before 
moving it to the next water body.

2. Thoroughly inspect all surfaces of your boat lift, 
dock or swim raft. If you find any mussels, scrape 
them off and kill them by crushing them. Dispose of 
the remains 

in the trash.
3. Remove all plants and mud from your boat lift, dock 

or swim raft. Dispose of all 
material in the trash.
4. Use a Lake Service Provider that has a permit from 

the Minnesota DNR to take your dock and lift in and 
out of the water. They have been properly trained 
by the DNR to avoid spreading Aquatic Invasive 
Specie

Waterfowl Hunting Gear
Use elliptical and bulb-shaped anchors to avoid snagging 
aquatic plants.

1. Inspect and clean off waders, hip boots, ropes, 
nets, buckets, boat motor, trailer, ATV’s, push poles, 
decoys, decoy lines, and anchors. 

Check all gear that could potentially hide water (mus-
sel veliger’s) & plants.

2. Thoroughly clean and scrub all gear and equip-
ment making sure to clean both the inside and out-
side to ensure no mud or organic matter is present 
- use a brush if necessary. Rinse inside and outside 
of gear. 

3. Allow gear and other equipment to dry for several 
days, ideally in the sun on a hot day, before using in 
different waters. 

Longer is better. Consider using two sets of gear if 
possible, alternating between sets every other day. 

**Hunting Dogs – inspect and clean its paws and 
carefully wash away visible mud or foreign matter. 
Give your dog a good bath and comb it to remove 
any remaining invasives.

** Remember that wetlands are just as susceptible to 
Aquatic Invasive Species as lakes.
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FROM THE MONITORING STATION 
Jon Hansen and Ricky King

Summer water monitoring at Lake Ada went smoothly 
despite the extreme weather conditions experienced in 
June, July and August.
Between April 1 and September 10, a total of 27.58 
inches of rain fell, 11.33 inches above normal.  Normal 
rainfall for April through August is 16.25 inches. 

Water levels remained high throughout the summer.  
On September 1, lake level stood at 1325.04 MSL, well 

above the outlet dam.  Normal lake level for September 
1 is around 1324.5 feet.  Outlet level is normally reached 
by late July or early August.  A September 1 reading of 
1325.04 feet is 5 inches above normal. 
(MN DNR lists Lake Ada outlet dam level at 1324.60 MSL.)

With the heavy rainfall received during July and August, 
and the resulting runoff, water clarity remained cloudy most 
of the summer.  Clarity on September 6 was only 9.5 feet in 
the main lake and 11 feet in the north bay, both well below 
normal. 
Water monitoring data collected from Lake Ada is shared 
with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the Min-
nesota Department of Natural Resources.  Check the Lake 
Ada webpage at   www.lakeada.org   for late fall monitoring 
data and a yearly monitoring wrap-up.

Rapid Response E�ort
New Aquatic Invasive Species 
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In the Summer edition of the DockPost a “Shoreline 
Rapid Assessment Model” sheet was included. The 
question is, as a property owner did you use the tool to 
evaluate your shoreline? 
Lake Ada’s rainfall was 
above average this season 
and it was very easy to as-
sess the rainfall run-off into 
the lake. That being said, 
rain water is pure, so that did 
not cause the CLMP (Secchi 
Disk /Transparency Reading) 
to drop by several feet all 
summer. 
These poor readings came 
from rainfall run-off onto 
Lake Ada and yes a small 
part by property owner can 
make a big difference in our 
lake reading. Please look for traces of erosion on your 
property and make the necessary changes. 
This small changes now will help to “preserve and pro-
tect” Lake Ada for generations to come. 
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GUEST WRITER- MARY POWELL Legislative Action

“ADA ADVENTURES” - Chapter Seven

A Prince of a Deal
Clyde always knew it. His wife was a princess at heart. 

He admired the way she held her head regally as they 
cruised Ada Lake in their old aluminum boat. One night 
Mavis stumbled her way to the bathroom about 3 am. 
She flipped on the light, lifted her nightie and caught 
herself mid-air as she spied a green tree frog, looking up 
at her from the toilet seat.  She almost sat on him! She 
told him to hop off. He wouldn’t budge. In desperation 
Mavis whisked him into the toilet and flushed him out 
of sight. The next day Mavis reflected on her nocturnal 
crime. Clyde assured her the frog was gone for good. 
However, that evening the tree frog was perched on 
the laundry hamper in the bathroom. His bulging eyes 
twinkled. Mavis recalled that she had revealed quite a bit 
to this amphibian. She apologized for her hasty behavior. 
He blinked and said, “rib bit.” Mavis then scooped him in 
her palm and gently carried him out into the cool grass. 
Without a backward glance he hopped into the night. 
The next day there was a knock at the door. A handsome 
young man said he was starting a dock service. Mavis 
had been highly recommended.

Clyde happily announced the Johnson was sputtering. 
He checked with Tim’s Outboards. Parts were not an 
option. It was too old. He had to invest in a new motor 
for the boat. Mavis fretted about the cost. He assured 
her it was just a motor. The boat was still seaworthy, all 
he ever needed. Within days Clyde had a new E-tech 
motor. Better yet, it was a deal with higher horsepower.  
Clyde took it for a test drive; it flew from the launch, over 
the buoys, across Ada Lake. Mavis screamed in terror as 
he struggled to keep the boat on water. The Norwegian 
neighbor chuckled when Clyde acknowledged he need-
ed a heavier boat. 17 feet became 18 feet. Aluminum be-
came fiberglass. He added better electronics and a new 
trolling motor. Mavis buried her head. As Clyde launched 
the new prize package, he realized he had exceeded the 
towing capacity for his SUV. 

One of the main goals of Lake Ada Association from 
its inception was “To Preserve and Protect” the waters 
and its environment. The 2016 legislative session did 
not accomplish a great deal by passing new laws and 
regulation dealing with the environment. Session 2017 
will probably be spending much time passing bills and 
regulations that will affect our Minnesota lakes and 
environment. 
It is important that we share our opinion with legislators 
in our voting district to preserve and protect the waters 
of Lake Ada, so what we are asking of you is to take 
time as individuals or worked with us, as we have a 
legislative action committee to contact local metro 
representatives and share with them our feelings on 
how we would like them to reflect their decision on the 
Northern Minnesota Lakes area.
Some of the decisions that are made become very 
political and the direction that we as Lake Ada 
Association members trying to follow, goes back to 
“Preserving and Protecting the environment and waters 
of Lake Ada and our beautiful Northern Lakes Area, 
with that said it is very important then that we voice our 
opinion to our representatives. 
We are asking you as a property owner to support 
Lake Ada Association, by voicing your opinion to one 
of our board representative or becoming a member of 
our legislative action committee. Most important we 
need to share our feeling, in our local voting district of 
the importance of decision made that will affect Lake 
Ada area and the northern Minnesota trier counties. 81 
percent of our Lake Ada’s Association member owner 
property, but live and vote in another voting district, so 
voicing your opinion on Lake Ada decisions are very 
important. 
We will try to keep you informed about environmental 
and water issues as they arise and if you wish to be 
part of the action committee please drop us an email 
and we will put you on the list. Remember Ada Lake 
Association is a 501(c) 3 organization and do not allow 
“Lobbyists”, but we do care about the economics of 
our lake property investment. We feel it is pertinent to 
protect our waters resource for generations to come 
and the northern counties with the towering pine trees 
and blue water, must have a voice and it is you our 
members.

Please 
Take an active part in your Lake Ada Association 

by sharing or volunteering.

• Your Ideas and Suggestion Are Always Needed
• Your Photos for face book, newsletter or web site

• Your writing skill
• Volunteers

• Lake Committee Projects
• Annual Picnic Helpers

• Communication Committee
• Officers or Board Members

• Youth - Community Service Hours
• Youth Programs

County Estimated Number of 
Seasonal Residents

Percentage of housing 
units in seasonal category

Aitkin 1,932 50%
Becker 18,328 24%
Cass 47,232 47%
Crow Wing 47,680 30%
Douglas 14,956 18%
Hubbard 20,584 35%
Otter Tail 38,540 27%
Pope 5,252 20%

Estimated number of seasonal residents by county(Source: 2010 US 
Census and calculations by University of Minnesota Extension)
When asked when they utilized their second home, respondents report-
ed the most use during the summer months of June, July, and August. 
Respondents report using their second home an average of 93 days each 
year.
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A S S O C I A T I O N  P O I N T S  O F  I N T E R E S T S

Sandpiper Pipeline Construction: As of August 31, 
Enbridge has pulled their filing for the Sandpiper Pipe-
line that was to follow the much opposed route through 
the Itasca Headwaters and many rivers and wetlands. 
Good news? Yes. However, this leaves us with their re-
quest for a New Line 3 in the Sandpiper route corridor.

The NEW Line 3:  When they pulled the Sandpip-
er, Enbridge asked the Public Utilities Commission 
to move as quickly as possible to approve this new 
replacement Line 3 along the route they mapped for 
the Sandpiper Pipeline.  This is the route to which the 
Northern Water Alliance network partners are strongly 
opposed.  

The Department of Commerce filed a letter with the MN 
Public Utilities Commission (8-26-2016) stating that it 
is putting its Line 3 Replacement and the Sandpiper 
Environmental Impact Statement scoping efforts on 
hold until Enbridge makes its intentions regarding these 
pipelines clear. Their schedule was to provide these 
documents in September and October this year. As of 
this writing (9-1-16) we are unclear how the Public Util-
ities Commission will move forward given the Enbridge 
communications outlined above.

Pipeline Abandonment:  Enbridge does NOT want to 
replace their current aging Line 3 Pipeline in its current 
location. It was constructed in the ‘60’s. They have stat-
ed that there are over 900 “anomalies”, or leaks, in that 
line. They propose to abandon the old Line 3 Pipeline 
where it lies with no removal or remediation. This old 
Line 3 is currently in an energy corridor that was estab-
lished in the 1950’s. The International Approval to cross 
from Canada to the US was done in 1963. At that time, 
there were no processes established for Environmental 
Reviews or Assessments on pipeline construction. 

The Northern Water Alliance of MN is advocating for 
Federal Review of that border crossing, closing down 
the current Line 3 totally, and removal and remediation 
of the Line 3 site at the corporation’s expense.

Action:  The Governor needs to hear from all seasonal 
property owners in Northern Minnesota, all residents, 
and all visitors to our area. Call him and ask that he not 
allow any new pipelines or expansions in MN and that 
abandonment of lines without removal is not an op-
tion. Add that a route through our Headwaters must be 
avoided at all cost.  651-201-3400

The Northern Water Alliance of MN 
is an initiative of the Leech Lake Watershed Foundation.

Late Summer 
Pipeline Updates

James Reents, NWA Pipe-
line Work Group Coordinator

August/September, 2016
P.O. Box 455  

Hackensack, MN 56452  
218-675-5773 • nwa.mn.net

What is the future of clean water in Minnesota?
Minnesota may be the land of 10,000 lakes, but clean 

water is becoming an increasingly scarce and valuable 
resource in the state. Does that matter? It does if we 
want to have enough water to support growing towns 
and cities, healthy ecosystems, and thriving industry 
and tourism sectors. An ambitious project underway at 
the University of Minnesota Institute on the Environment 
will assess the state of Minnesota’s water resources 
and provide cutting edge research and models to sup-
port more informed management of the state’s most 
valuable natural resource. Heading up the project are 
Bonnie Keeler, lead scientist of IonE’s Natural Capital 
Project; Kate Brauman, lead scientist of IonE’s Global 
Water Initiative; and Tracy Twine, assistant professor in 
the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource 
Sciences.

Minnesotans use water for drinking, farming, producing 
energy, recreating and a host of industrial endeavors. 
Securing long-term sustainability for Minnesota’s water 
resources will require the most up-to-date information 
about how water is used, plus forecasts of how future 
climate, development, and use scenarios might affect 
availability and quality of our water.

The project, called “Informed water management: 
Mapping scarcity, threats and values,” aims to answer 
three main questions: How much water does the state 
have available and what is it being used for?  What is 
the state’s water risk — how will changes in water quality 
and quantity affect the availability of clean water? What 
is the value of clean water to Minnesota?

To answer the first question, Brauman will first deter-
mine Minnesota’s water balance by studying the state’s 
Department of Natural Resources water permits, used to 
regulate water use by municipalities, farms and busi-
nesses, including large-scale endeavors such as mining 
and power generation.

The second question will be approached by mapping 
and modeling the state’s water risk using a state-of-
the-art model of climate, soil and vegetation to simulate 
how plants respond to changes in climate, and produce 
a more accurate water balance estimate than what the 
state currently is using. Twine, co-developer of the new 
model, will use the state’s water balance model to pre-
dict how changes in water quality and quantity will affect 
the amount of water statewide available to industries, 
municipalities and ecosystems. This information can 
help inform water resource management decisions by 
state agencies and policy makers.

The third question — What is the value of clean water 
to Minnesota? — will be tackled by Keeler. “Planners 
and managers underestimate the value of water be-
cause they lack an accounting of the full costs associ-
ated with changes in water quality and quantity,” she 
says. The economic value of clean water includes costs 
associated with water treatment, lost property values, 
degraded recreational opportunities, beach closures and 
waterborne diseases, impacts to groundwater-depen-
dent ecosystems and water-related infrastructure invest-
ments. “This project is an opportunity to apply state-
of-the-art science on water and climate to Minnesota,” 
Keeler said. “The valuation work is really about linking 
this science back to impacts on households and commu-
nities so we can tell more meaningful stories about our 
relationship to clean water.”

By Monique Dubos
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Thanks for being a Member
2016 Ada Lake Association membership is at 182 

members as of September 1st which is a record high for 
us.  Your membership runs from May 1, 2016 through 
April 30, 2017, The $10.00 annual membership helps to 
support the health of our lake, lake environment, three 
DockPost newsletter, web site, and the annual Lake Ade 
picnic.

We want to thank you for your continuing support of 
our association and for those of you that may have for-
gotten to renew your 2016 membership it is still possible 
to renew your $10.00 membership. You can go to our 
web site and download the membership form.  Ada Lake 
association is a 501(c)3 organization and any donations 
will be accepted up to December 31, 2016.

We sent you a stamped renewal membership remit-
tance envelope the first part of each new year for your 
new membership and also we need your current mailing 
information for our database directory, so please supply 
us with your information, 

Your association board is trying to use your member-
ship dollars in the best possible methods that coincide 
with our mission and the by-laws that include- 

Your membership dues and donations go to support 
the following:

• Normal business expenses that concur with any 
organization

• Association of Cass County Lakes
• Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates
• Conservation Minnesota
• Wildlife Forever
• Backus Fire Department/First Responders

Ada Lake Association
P.O. Box 202 • Pine River, MN 56474

 ADA MEMBERSHIPS  2016

 

May 27, 2017 - 8:30 A.M. 
P & S Hansen Hosting

June 10th  - 9 A.M. 
Annual Meeting

    Ponto Townshp Hall

July 15th  - 8:30 A.M. 
J. Hansen Hosting

July 29th - 4 P.M. 
Annual Picnic

Robbins - Couchman Families 
Sept. 2nd - 8:30 A.M. 

TBA Hosting

Board Meetings are 
open to the public

ADA LAKE 
ASSOCIATION BOARD 

MEETINGS

• Pine River Fire Department
• 2015 Aquatic Invaders Summit
• University of Minnesota AIS Research and Man-

agement 
• Areas of continued concerns for ADA Lake 
• Combat an Invasive Species – Invasion
• Protection of sensitive shoreline Little Ada and 

North Bay
• Lake Fishery - stocking and habitat improvement
• Lake Water Quality
• Shoreline run-off and reconstruction
• Destroying shoreline vegetation 
• Lake phosphorus level testing

Lake “Ada Ware”
Thanks to Doris Montgomery and her family crew for 

the 24 – 7 service that she provides for our lake family 
members and their guests. She provides us with many 
hours of service in ordering, storing, displaying “Ada 
Wear” garment and lake accessories. This is a very 
difficult task know all of the different styles, sizes and 
colors possiblies that we as members would like her to 
stock each year, but to always be a little different and 
not having duplicate’s. 

Being a 501(c)3 organization, the Ada Wear gar-
ments/gear are always sold at cost to you as members.  
This involves much donated time and effort by the Mont-
gomery family members. Please always make a curtesy 
call prior to stopping by, as we would like this to be done 
to us.

Checking with Doris, she still has some garments 
remaining in children’s items, caps, sweatpants, shirts 
and cups, so call and check with Doris for great stocking 
stuffer, gifts or your personal needs. 


